12/11/2005
Why Me?

1. Motivate

What are some examples of good news you have received recently?
· birth of a child, grandchild

· got a raise/promotion at work … or … found a job!

· child/grandchild will soon graduate!

· found just the house you were looking for

· family member/friend came back safely from military duty

2. Transition

Usually we want everyone to know about your good news!
( Today we look at good news that Paul had … he just couldn’t wait to tell others!
3. Bible Study

3.1 Called
Listen for what Paul tells about himself and attributes of Jesus Christ that He gives.
Romans 1:1-7 (NIV) Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God-- [2] the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures [3] regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a descendant of David, [4] and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. [5] Through him and for his name's sake, we received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith. [6] And you also are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ. [7] To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

What facts do we learn about Paul?  What words and phrases describe his calling?
· a servant/slave of Christ Jesus

· called to be an apostle

· set apart for the Gospel of God

What did Paul say he had received as a calling for his life?

· grace and apostleship

· was to be involved in calling people to Christ from among the gentiles

· was to call them to the obedience that comes from faith

· was to convince others to be involved in this calling also

Why do you think Paul went to such lengths to describe himself in the intro of the letter?
· he is stating that he was not a self made man

· he is not seeking recognition for himself

· he wanted to establish with the Christians in Rome right up front the truth about who he was
· he wanted to stress that his mission was because of what Christ had done, not what he (Paul) had done

List words and phrases that describe Jesus.
· (humanly) was a descendant of David

· had the Spirit of holiness

· declared to be the Son of God

· was resurrected from the dead

· Jesus Christ ( the Messiah, the sent/anointed one

( Note that Jesus’ role or earthly task was all part of God’s plan!

As Christians, what do you see as our part in the plan that God began through Jesus Christ?
· tell others about Jesus

· involvement in personal witnessing

· take/send the gospel message around the world

· go to places who need to experience the love of Jesus

· support missionary activity through financial giving

· faithfully pray for missionaries by name and for the specific needs they have

( We have the same characteristics as Paul (called, set apart)

      … we have the same Gospel/Good News

( That is a strong argument for the fact that we have the same type of calling!
3.2 Obligated
What are some phrases you use (along with wishes for a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year) in signing your Christmas cards?

· we miss you

· we wish you could be with us

· we hope to see you soon

· come visit … stop and see us when you come this way

Listen for phrases like this that  Paul uses in greeting the believers in Rome.
Romans 1:13-15 (NIV)  I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I planned many times to come to you (but have been prevented from doing so until now) in order that I might have a harvest among you, just as I have had among the other Gentiles. [14] I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish. [15] That is why I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are at Rome. 

What phrases of greeting do you see here?
· I’ve been wanting to come, but could not

· I want to have a “harvest” among the people there

· I felt obligated to come … 
· I want to visit with all parts of society (Greeks, non-Greeks, foolish, wise)

· I am eager to preach the gospel/good news to people in Rome

Paul said he was “obligated.”  Why do you think he was so eager to share with all people?
· God’s Spirit was motivating him

· Paul had experienced a dramatic conversion and calling 
that left an impression on him

· Paul realized the power of the Gospel message

· Paul realized the need of all men, everywhere to hear (
How does Paul’s attitude about sharing the gospel compare with the prevailing attitude in churches in North America today?

· varies from church to church

· some churches are very active in supporting missionaries
· some churches are active in sending short term mission groups overseas
· some churches focus only on local outreach
· some church people think we should help only those close to home, those within the church family
· some North American Christians know very little about opportunities to go or to give to specific missions projects (within a denomination or to missions organizations such as Samaritan’s Purse)
· Some North American religious circles are against “proselytizing” during relief ministries such as work with tsunami victims (check out the opinion article at http://www.zionsherald.org/Mar2005_perspective2.html)  (be careful not to get off on a rabbit trail with this issue … it can lead to much tsk-tsking and “what is the world coming to?” types of comments)
Paul’s tone shows eagerness … he also says he is “obligated” … which of these two motivating factors is more important – eagerness or obligation?   Why?

	Eagerness
	Obligation

	· you have to have enthusiasm

· if you are not eager and excited about your faith, people sense it and dismiss you

· you must be “sold” on what you are presenting to be persuasive 
	· you need to feel the seriousness of the Great Commission

· it is not the “Great Suggestion”

· some would say that if you don’t fulfill your obligation, then someone somewhere won’t hear the message


( In reality a healthy balance should exist between obligation and eagerness to share the Gospel … 

( it may be like trying to decide on whether the left or right wing of an airplane is more important!
3.3 Unashamed
Listen for what Paul says about the power of the Gospel message.
Romans 1:16-17 (NIV)    I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. [17] For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith." 

Why was Paul bold in proclaiming the Gospel?

· it is powerful

· it contains the power of God for salvation

· it is for all cultures, all economic levels

· in the gospel, God’s righteousness is revealed

· it shows how you are saved by faith … initially and ongoing

In high school and college (and even afterwards) you are proud to wear your school colors and clothing with your school’s logo … why?

· we want to be identified with that school

· we want everyone to know how great it is … and by implication how great we are

· we want to join with other schoolmates in supporting our team

· the team needs our support

· it is fun to be united with friends in a common “cause”

Why are some people not that proud and dedicated in the cause of sharing the gospel message?

· Satan plants that attitude in hour hearts and minds

· the world is opposed to that kind of message, whereas they are tolerant of school loyalty

· it is not politically correct

· there is a bias in culture today against Christianity in general, let alone sharing the gospel message

· missionary activity is seen as interference with “beautiful cultural groups” 
What kinds of opposition did Paul experience in sharing the gospel?
· Jewish opposition (they got him to appeal to Caesar) and shipped to Rome

· stoned and left for dead
· shipwrecked … traveling hardships

· Jewish Christians questioned his taking the Gospel to the Gentiles

· health issues

· house arrest in Rome

· in Ephesus he was opposed by local businessmen 

· his life was threatened in one city and he had to escape at night, let down in a basket from the city wall

How did Paul (and how should we) respond to opposition to the Gospel?

· keep on keeping on

· share the Gospel in love

· obey the Great Commission

· ask God to open up new doors of outreach … locally, nationally, around the world
4. Application
4.1 What are some ways that you can live out the privilege and responsibility of sharing the gospel with all people?

· involvement in FAITH outreach teams

· praying for international missionaries –   by name 

· volunteering to go on a short term missions trip

· financial support for missionary activity

4.2 Learn more about missionary activity by checking out missionary organization web sites

· www.imb.org
· http://www.samaritanspurse.org/
· http://www.wycliffe.org/
4.3 Realize that there is a vital connection between our theology and missions

( what we profess to believe … and ….  what we do

· what “unreachable” person or people do you know about

· pray for them

· pray for an opening for someone to share the Gospel with them

· you might end up being the answer to that prayer

· pray for “unreachable” people around the world … so many have never even heard the name of “Jesus”
Romans 10:14 (NIV)      How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 
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