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Where Purpose Begins

1. Motivate

What lessons about life have you learned from nature?

· look for beautiful scenes
· the survival of the fittest

· God’s creation is masterful

· recall a book about a British officer behind the lines in Malaysia in WW2 titled The Jungle Is Neutral – it was the strength and cunning of the soldier that overcame the enemy … nature would neither intentionally help nor hinder
· cycle of life
· slow and steady wins the race (tortoise and the hare)

· artistic design elements

2. Transition

Today ( we look at the Psalmist’s view of nature and what it told him about God’s purposes
3. Bible Study

3.1 Our Original Purpose
Listen for how these verses describe God’s purposes for us.

Psalm 8:1-6 (KJV)  O Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy glory above the heavens. [2] Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger. [3] When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; [4] What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him? [5] For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honor. [6] Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet: 
What are words and phrases David uses in this passage to describe God?
· excellent name

· glory higher than heavens

· strength

· stills His enemies

· creator of moon, stars with merely His fingers

What does creation also reveal to us about God’s nature, how does nature also provide a description of God?

· The universe is infinite … God (the creator) is infinite

· we can see a certain amount of humor (consider the zebra)

· God is a wise designer … note the balance of nature

· God is everywhere (omniscience)

· God is powerful … consider hurricanes, blizzards, etc.

· God is creator … where did all of this come from

What kinds of emotions come to mind, realizing these kinds of things about God?
· fear

· awe

· amazement

· assurance of God’s protection
· knowledge that God is in control

How does God see man, according to this passage?

· God is “mindful” of man, thinks about us

· God cares for us

· He made us a little lower than the angels

· He crowned us with glory and honor

· He gave us dominion over the works of His hands

· He put all things under His feet

What do you see in the passage that puzzled David?
· contrast God’s vast/infinite universe with

· the puny existence of man
· how/why would God pay any attention to us insignificant creatures

· why would God give any significant job/task to relatively insignificant beings

Besides puzzlement, what kinds of feelings come to mind, knowing that God is so interested in our lives?

· awe, amazement

· gratefulness

· appreciation

· admiration

· peace, assurance

How are you a “little less than God” (or “heavenly beings”)?

· we are the only created beings with whom God interacts directly

· we are higher level (spiritually) than animals

· yet we don’t have the capability that God has

· we are made in His image

We  saw that God purposed for us to have dominion over the creation … consider why it is impossible to find and/or fulfill that purpose apart from understanding who God is.

· we can only be in control of our surroundings when God is in control of us

· we need to come to the understanding and be convinced that God is in control of all things

· when we place our trust in Him and submit to Him, only then can our own personal worlds be under control

· only then does God step in and undertake in those areas of our lives where we are trusting Him

( We are able to  succeed because Jesus came and fulfilled God’s purpose for humanity

3.2 Our Restored Purpose
Listen for how these verses show God’s restored purpose.

Hebrews 2:8-10 (NIV)  In putting everything under him, God left nothing that is not subject to him. Yet at present we do not see everything subject to him. [9] But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.  [10] In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering. … [14] Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death--that is, the devil-- [15] and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 
What is the relationship between Jesus Christ and the rest of the universe?

· God put everything under Him

· there is nothing not subject to Him
· at present we do not see that
What words and phrases do we see about how Jesus was human like us?
· made a little lower than the angles (like us)

· suffered death

· shared in our humanity
What words and phrases speak to his being God?

· crowned with glory and honor

· God put everything under Him

· God left nothing not subject to Him

According to this passage why did Jesus join the human race?

· suffered death

· tasted death for everyone

· brought many sons to glory

· he is the author of our salvation (through suffering)

· by His death He destroyed him (Satan) who holds the power of death

· to free our lives from slavery to sin

· frees us from fear of death

 How does Jesus’ death relate to “Our Restored Purpose?”
· we are set free from the penalty and the power of sin

· we are free to have the relationship with God that He intended

· we are restored to friendship with God

· we are no longer separated from God by our sinfulness

· eventually we will be freed from the presence of sin and the source of that influence, Satan

( That purpose is fully restored when we repent from our sin and receive His salvation.

In search for purpose and meaning in life,  what other kinds of things (besides God) do people pursue?
· material possessions

· substance abuse (including chocolate chip cookies,  potluck casseroles, and pizza buffets) 

· sports

· hobbies

· illicit relationships

What are some of the choices people make when they believe they have failed to find true meaning in their lives?

· keep doing the same wrong things

· find some other wrong thing to try

· give up on life, go into depression 

· come to their senses, repent of their bad choices, seek God’s forgiveness and renewal

These kinds of issues are problems even for Christians.  What can a believer do to keep from being sidetracked by these unfulfilling pursuits?

· center the focus of our lives on Jesus 

· if purpose and meaning are found only in Him, we must become convinced of that

· set aside those inputs into our lives which suggest otherwise (movies, TV, advertisement media)

· fill our minds with what God is saying … His Word

3.3 Our Restored Purpose 2
Listen for something that Christ’s death accomplished.

Hebrews 2:14-15 (NIV)  Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death--that is, the devil-- [15] and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 

God places in us a normal instinct and desire to preserve our lives.  But how can  a fear of death paralyze a person?

· become terrified of it

· worried about what happens

· worried about it being the absolute end of existence … end of life’s joys

· worried about those left behind who need us

According to this passage what counsel would you give to a Christian friend who was terrified of death?

· Christ died for us

· His death destroyed Satan who holds the power of death

· Christ’s death freed us from being slaves to fear of death

4. Application
4.1 Properly relating to Christ is central to living out God’s purpose for your life

· your life if filled with menial tasks
· see them in a new light when you do them for God’s glory and for His purpose for you

· explore how God gives purpose and meaning to your job, your housework, caring for your kids (or your parents)

· beware of how ignoring God messes up your life

4.2 Allow God to work in your life to mold you and shape you into the person He wants you to be

· allow Jesus to eradicate selfish and sinful patterns of behavior

· note how this better fulfills God’s purpose for you

· experience joy in your life with these behaviors

4.3 Consider the following categories of problems we deal with daily
· family relationships

· financial priorities

· fears and frets

· limited resources (time, energy, health)

( We can see these as barriers to experiencing God’s purpose for our lives or we can see them as stepping stones … 

( The difference is in seeing God’s presence in our lives as both necessary and sufficient

· you need to trust Him

· when you do trust Him, He is sufficient
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