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When Society Abandons Godly Ways

1. Motivate

What interesting item have you found while sorting through an attic, basement, or old box?
· photo album

· antique tool

· grandpa’s/grandma’s clothes

· family Bible

· old toys

· long lost cook book

2. Transition

Josiah found an old copy of the Law … 
( When he read it, when he had it read to the people it had a dramatic effect on society behavior.
( Today we look at God’s Word and it’s effect on our society.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Desire Righteousness
Listen for what kind of king Josiah was.
2 Kings 22:1-5 (NIV)   Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem thirty-one years. His mother's name was Jedidah daughter of Adaiah; she was from Bozkath. [2] He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord and walked in all the ways of his father David, not turning aside to the right or to the left. [3] In the eighteenth year of his reign, King Josiah sent the secretary, Shaphan son of Azaliah, the son of Meshullam, to the temple of the Lord. He said: [4] "Go up to Hilkiah the high priest and have him get ready the money that has been brought into the temple of the Lord, which the doorkeepers have collected from the people. [5] Have them entrust it to the men appointed to supervise the work on the temple. And have these men pay the workers who repair the temple of the Lord.

What do you learn about Josiah as king?
· became king at 8 yrs old

· was king for 31 years

· we learn mother’s and grandmother’s names

· he did what was right in God’s view, walked in ways of King David

· instigated repair of the temple

Josiah’s father and grandfather were ungodly kings
· offended God greatly

· lead the people of Judah into “greater evil than the nations the Lord had destroyed”

· grandfather (Manasseh) eventually repented after being taken captive

· father (Amon) did not repent

What do Josiah’s actions of temple repair say about his heart attitude?

· wanted to restore things to godliness
· wanted to repair spiritual damage by his forefathers 

Josiah was one person (admittedly, the king) who instigated reform.  How can one person’s righteous living impact others?
· it is a testimony to others

· someone else who might want to do the right thing is encouraged to actually do so

· other people might not have thought of changing for the right, now they get the idea and carry through on it

3.2 Elevate God’s Word
Listen for the effect of hearing the word of the Lord read?
2 Kings 23:2-3 (NIV) He went up to the temple of the Lord with the men of Judah, the people of Jerusalem, the priests and the prophets--all the people from the least to the greatest. He read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant, which had been found in the temple of the Lord. [3] The king stood by the pillar and renewed the covenant in the presence of the Lord--to follow the Lord and keep his commands, regulations and decrees with all his heart and all his soul, thus confirming the words of the covenant written in this book. Then all the people pledged themselves to the covenant. 

Who was present to hear God’s Word read?
· men of Judah

· people of Jerusalem

· priests and prophets

· all the people from least to greatest

What specific actions resulted from the reading of God’s Word?

· Josiah stood before them and renewed the covenant in God’s presence

· promised to follow the Lord, 

· promised to keep his commands with all his heart & soul

· people also pledged themselves to this covenant

What are the results of neglecting/honoring God’s Word?
	Neglecting God’s Word
	Honoring God’s Word

	· don’t know what God wants
· become immune to worldliness

· not reminded of God’s power, authority

· no encouraging promises
	· awareness of God’s commands
· awareness of God’s power, authority

· encouraged by promises

· convicted by God’s Spirit through the reading of God’s Word


What can we do to honor God’s Word on a daily basis?

· you have to be reading it to even start honoring it

· pay attention to what you read/hear

· obey the precepts and concepts and commands

· apply God’s Word to the daily events in your life

· teach those concepts to children, grandchildren

3.3 Work for Change
Listen for specific reforms instigated by Josiah.
2 Kings 23:4 (NIV) The king ordered Hilkiah the high priest, the priests next in rank and the doorkeepers to remove from the temple of the Lord all the articles made for Baal and Asherah and all the starry hosts. He burned them outside Jerusalem in the fields of the Kidron Valley and took the ashes to Bethel. … [24] Furthermore, Josiah got rid of the mediums and spiritists, the household gods, the idols and all the other detestable things seen in Judah and Jerusalem. This he did to fulfill the requirements of the law written in the book that Hilkiah the priest had discovered in the temple of the Lord. 
What specific things did Josiah have done in the temple?
· remove articles made for Baal and Asherah and astrological worship

· burned these things in Kidron Valley, took ashes to Bethel

· got rid of mediums, spiritists

· had people get rid of household gods, idols

· fulfilled requirements of law as specified in book of the Law Hilkiah discovered

Why not just have people not use idols … why totally destroy them and cart off ashes?
· it was a desecration of the temple

· their very presence is an insult to Jehovah

· also, temptation to worship them remains if they are still there

· keeping them implies they have some value … 
God wants them totally out of the picture
What risks did Josiah take in following Scripture and eliminating ungodly practices?

· the false priests probably had some political clout – he was going directly against them

· people would blame things like crop failures and miscarriages on lack of “proper attention” to Baal 

· this was drastic action … went against several decades of Judah’s cultural trends

· as a young king people would accuse him of being inexperienced, naïve, foolish  

· people could rebel

Despite these risks, Josiah’s obedience changed the lives of people around him.  What are some ways God might be challenging us to carry out His word in our lives?

· getting rid of idols in our lives 

· materialism

· certain forms of entertainment

· hobbies (golf, fishing, crafting, etc.) which consume our time and resources

· honoring God with our financial resources

· publicly speaking up for Jesus (obeying the Great Commission)
· involvement in FAITH witnessing teams

· taking a stand on certain political issues

( God is honored when we obey His Word

3.4 Realize Judgment May Still Come
Listen for coming judgments for Judah as pronounced by God.
2 Kings 23:26-27 (NIV) Nevertheless, the Lord did not turn away from the heat of his fierce anger, which burned against Judah because of all that Manasseh had done to provoke him to anger. [27] So the Lord said, "I will remove Judah also from my presence as I removed Israel, and I will reject Jerusalem, the city I chose, and this temple, about which I said, 'There shall my Name be.'" 

What was coming in the future for Judah?

· God did not turn away from the heat of his fierce anger

· He vowed to remove Judah from his presence 

· same thing would happen to them as happened to Israel

· He would reject Jerusalem and the temple

Why do  you think all of Josiah’s actions were not enough to remove God’s anger?
· Josiah’s father and grandfather were so offensive to God that His anger remained

· the idolatry was still very pervasive

· the king could decree reform but not everyone would take it to heart

· idolatry was too much a part of the culture to fully be removed from their hearts and minds

· there is a “sowing and reaping” principle involved … even though God forgives,  there are consequences for sinful living 


Agree or disagree …   ( 
Support your answer.

	Agree?  Why?
	Disagree? Why?

	· it was a nice try but things were too far gone

· success would be total reform, his was only partial

· like any US president, a leader will have his detractors and people who refuse to admit he is successful
	· obeying God is a true measure of success
· some people’s lives were changed, even if not everyone was

· success is defined by God, not by man

· Josiah did the right thing … how others respond is their own responsibility


Even you are not a king with authority like Josiah had, what are some ways in which you can influence the society around you?

· get rid of the idols in your own life

· offer encouragement and help to people around you who are hurting

· without being offensive or “in your face” believers can be up front about their beliefs

· be ready to share why you don’t participate in certain activities

· keep knowing and serving God as number one in your priorities … it will be a testimony to people around you

· consider the possibilities of letters to the editor

· involvement in the political process for godly causes or fair and honest political leadership

4. Application
4.1 Our culture or personal situation may seem excessively godless
· despite that, basic rules still apply
· Fear God

· keep His commandments

· unexpected blessings often come when we determine to follow and serve the Lord

4.2 If we are to be spiritually revived (as individuals, as a community, as a nation) …

· the proclamation of the Word of God is vital

· can include involvement in a witnessing program (personal or organized by your church)

· will include church outreach in all kinds of ways that bring people under the preaching of the Gospel

· musical programs

· children’s outreach activities

· life improvement classes (ESL classes, financial management, parenting, etc.)

4.3 Consider the direction our focus should be

· less on outward improvement

· more on inward transformation

· allowing God to change us (and others) on the inside will result in proper behavior and lifestyle on the outside
Josiah was a failure because the society around him never changed.








Consider what this implies about what we should do with idols in our lives
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