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Take Hold of Endurance

1. Motivate

What kind of activities have you been involved in that required endurance?
· long distance sports

· a lengthy illness

· long term care giver

· raising teenagers!

· raising a “terrible twos”

· graduate school

What would happen in these activities if you simply quit?

· you lose all you’ve worked for so far

· you cannot give up on your kids

· you never achieve your goal

2. Transition

You certainly feel like giving up … but God can give you a faith that helps you endure even the worst of times.
Paul warns Timothy (and us) about terrible times that will require endurance that only God can give.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Expect Difficult Times
Listen for difficult things that Paul experienced and endured.
2 Tim. 3:1 (NIV)  But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 10-13 You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, [11] persecutions, sufferings--what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. [12] In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, [13] while evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 

What kinds of things did Paul have to endure (as mentioned both here and elsewhere)?

· persecutions

· sufferings

· dealing with people in the churches

· jail

· beatings

· shipwreck

· run out of town

What kinds of things did Paul say were coming?

· terrible times

· more persecutions

· evil men, imposters will go from bad to worse

· deceiving, being deceived

Why do you think people are surprised when they face difficulties?
· I’ve been good, why am I being punished

· what is it that I’ve done wrong … I can’t imagine what it is

· they equate difficulties with punishment

· they equate God’s judgment with bad things that happen
· they some how have lost the concept that bad things are a part of everyone’s life

· Paul is even saying that because you are doing good, you could face difficulties

· we like to think the world is a nice place, people are basically good … it is not, they are not … all people are sinners and will often act like it  

How would expecting difficult times help believers endure?

· if you know what is going on, it is easier to deal with events

· you have a sense of  “and it came to pass” … it came, it will pass

· you realize that it is not your fault, you don’t need to do deep soul search about where you went wrong

· you don’t get blindsided … when it happens, you think, “OK, I’ve been warned”

· forewarned is forearmed 

We listed things that had happened to Paul … what could Timothy (and we) learn from observing Paul’s life that would help him endure difficult times?

· Paul didn’t give up

· he remained faithful to the Lord, even though persecuted for it

· he kept going no matter how hard it was

· he used the persecution to further God’s cause … a free ride to Rome and a place to have home Bible studies … a captive audience of soldiers

Who has been a godly example of endurance for you?

· a parent

· a teacher who wouldn’t give up on you

· a faithful worker in a church (taught those Jr. Hi boys for 25 years)

· the church maintenance worker … doesn’t get much applause (like musicians) but makes a positive influence in a nice looking and comfortable place to worship

How might we set godly examples that inspire others to “hang in there”?

· commitment to doing the right thing, even though facing ridicule

· a cheerful spirit, even when enduring a long illness

· never giving up on a wayward child

· faithfully praying for the salvation of a friend or family member

· not complaining, even when struggling with long term difficulty
· someone who promised to pray for you … and did … for a long time
3.2 Embrace God’s Truth
Listen for good things that scripture accomplishes in one’s life.
2 Tim. 3:14-17 (NIV)  But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, [15] and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. [16] All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, [17] so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

What can you tell about what Timothy knew of Scripture?

· he had learned it (from mother and grandmother)

· he had learned by both teaching and example

· he was convinced of it

· he was continuing in his belief of it

Consider Paul’s statement that all Scripture was God-inspired or God-breathed …

· God worked through the many different writers, “breathing” what He wanted said that they would write

· they maintained their own style and vocabulary

· it was not dictation, they were not robots

· God’s Spirit shaped and molded their thinking and expressions to communicate to us what He wanted us to know

· men were the instruments, God was the author

· we can be assured that God’s Word is trustworthy and true in all aspects

What does Paul say about what Scripture can accomplish in your life?
· make you wise for salvation through faith in Jesus

· useful for teaching

· rebuking, correcting

· training in righteousness

· makes you thoroughly equipped for good works

How and why are we incomplete when we face difficulties without God’s Word?

· we are not reminded of God’s power and authority

· we forget about how much God loves us

· we don’t have a picture of God’s overall plans and purposes

· we need to be encouraged and assured

· we need direction as to how to live our lives … specific commandments and principles by which to live

Timothy had his mother and grandmother to teach Him from Scripture … what people had this role in your life?
· parents

· pastor

· SS teacher

· college Bible professor

· youth worker 

Realize that you can influence through teaching or Christian example 

( your children, grandchildren, young people in the church
3.3 Endure to the End
Listen for how Paul evaluated his life now at the end of his ministry.
2 Tim. 4:5-8 (NIV)  But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. [6] For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my departure. [7] I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. [8] Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day--and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 
What words and phrases do you see here which tell us how he feels at the end of his ministry?

· I’m already being poured out like a drink offering … I’m close to the end

· I’ve fought the good fight

· I’ve finished the race

· I’ve kept the faith

· I’m anticipating the crown of righteousness from the Lord, the righteous Judge

Why do you think Paul compared his life to an athletic conquest?  

· people identify with that image – it is familiar

· you have both competition with others and overcoming your own limitations

What point was he making with these comparisons?

· stressing the long term commitment 

· it communicates the endurance concept, you must hang on until the end, no matter how tired

· finishing strong is important

· preparation is important, training

What kinds of things can keep us from being totally “poured out” for God?

· wrong priorities in our lives

· spending time on things that really don’t matter in the long run

· unwilling to spend the time and resources on serving the Lord

· fear that you are too far gone in the wrong direction … you are not … God forgives and renews no matter where/what you are

Paul’s impending death caused him to evaluate his life …

· you don’t need to wait that long

· you can ask for God’s help now
· you can listen to the prompting of God’s Spirit now

Paul also offers some points of advice … what does he recommend?

· keep your head in all situations

· endure hardship

· do the work of an evangelist

· discharge all the duties of your ministry

4. Application
4.1 How do you respond to difficult times … list some of the words which might describe your response.
· steady, frantic, noisy, quiet resolve, quiet anger ???

· mark through the ones you don’t want to characterize your life any longer

· replace them with words that are biblical responses to difficulties

4.2 Know that Scriptures can be believed and relied on

· they impact and change people’s lives

· they teach us how to grow

· God’s intent through His word is to make us more like Him

4.3 Whatever ministry God has called you to, carry it to completion

· don’t give up

· know that God will reward our ministry and righteous lives with the crown of righteousness
Consider communicating to one of these folks your appreciation and gratefulness for their contribution to your spiritual well being.
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