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Stockpiling to Sharing



1. Motivate

What kinds of things are in your attic or garage that have been there so long that you have forgotten why you wanted to keep them?

· an old bird cage

· children’s clothes from when they were little

· sports equipment (broken)

· carpet remnants

· school papers

· car parts (from two cars ago)

· scrap pieces of wood

· old paint brushes

· cans of dried up paint

· out of style clothes

· old shoes

Why do you keep “stuff” like that

· might need it again

· could use it to build or fix something else

· it might come back into style

· someone might be able to use it?

What does this accumulation of “things” say about our culture?

· we equate the good life with material things

· we feel insecure if we don’t have those things

2. Transition
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Consider two different kinds of hands … open … and grasping.

( This week we want to contrast Stockpiling and Sharing
Which kinds of hands represents how willing we are to share with others?

3. Bible Study

3.1 Guard Against Greed

Listen for why Jesus instructed us to guard against greed.

Luke 12:13-15 Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me."  [14] Jesus replied, "Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?"  [15] Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions."  

What did the man in the crowd ask Jesus to do?

· intervene in a personal, family money squabble

· act as an arbitrator between the man and his brother

Why do you think Jesus refused to act as a judge or arbiter?

· didn’t know the circumstances

· wasn’t really His purpose or ministry

· He couldn’t get bogged down in issues of that nature

According to Jesus, what a deeper issue the man should be warned about?

· the man might have had a problem with covetousness, with greed

· the man was concerned more abut the abundance of  possessions than about relationships and knowing God

What are some things other than money and possessions for which people can be greedy?

· power

· influence

· fame

· position

· honor

· control

Just what is “greed”?

· excessive desire to acquire more possessions

· in the scriptures it is always considered a vice, never praised as a virtue

· contrast with the worldview,  which says the person who can acquire the most possessions is the winner

· Paul forbade greed to those in Christian ministry as it is a mark of a pagan lifestyle  Ephes. 4:17-19 So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking.  [18] They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts.  [19] Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more.  

Jesus is saying that wanting all of these things is a great mistake … why so?

· life is really much more than gaining these things, these qualities

· our focus is too often on the material, rather than the spiritual

· that is how the world lives, not how believers are to live

Is saving money the same as being greedy?

· according to the Larry Burkett study, no

· hoarding was different from saving

· saving was setting aside money that you know you will need for a future eventuality (car repairs, insurance bills, yearly expenses)

· greed would be partly an attitude issue – that ongoing desire to get more, feeling you never have enough

3.2 Gain Spiritual Riches

Listen for the contrast between the rich man’s thoughts and God's declaration and question to him.

Luke 12:16-21 And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop.  [17] He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.'  [18] "Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.  [19] And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry." '  [20] "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?'  [21] "This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God."  

What is the man NOT condemned for?

· being rich

· having good crops

· storing harvest

· he was not dishonest or lazy, he did not exploit others

What then, was the contrast?

	The man’s thoughts
	God's declaration, question

	· I’ll build bigger barns and store all my grain and goods

· I’ve got plenty for many years

· take it easy, eat, drink, be merry

· note all the uses of “I” and “my”
	· you are a fool

· this very night you life is demanded of you

· who will get all the stuff you’ve prepared for yourself (not you)

· he is NOT “rich towards God”


God referred to him as a “fool” … how was he NOT a fool?

· not a fool in the way of being stupid

· he was apparently an astute farmer and business man

Why did God refer to him as a “fool?”  

· note that there is no mention of any relationship with God or concern for others

· he assumed he could buy security with money

· he assumed he would live more or less forever

What do you think God  meant by the term “rich toward God”?

· not preoccupied with laying up treasure in earth

· rather, laying up treasure in heaven

· making “eternal investments”

· having a right relationship with God

· having a right relationship with others

How do we make eternal investments?

· giving of our resources to spiritual ministries

· sharing God's plenty in ways that will minister to needs of those whose lives will go on to count for eternity

Consider story of Mrs. Cedar – retired missionary – who came to our college SS class every month and challenged us on the issue of missions – her obituary was adjacent to that of a young missionary who died of cancer – he was one of Pam’s 3rd grade students at Dalat School in Malaysia.  Mrs. Cedar invested her life and energies for the Lord even after retiring.  We, in turn, invested our lives and energies in the lives of those students – this young missionary invested the years God gave him in the lives of young MKs like he had been.  The investment made by someone who ministered to Mrs. Cedar back in the early 1900’s is still growing – in probably thousands of lives by now!

3.3 Give Sacrificially

Listen for why Jesus evaluated the widow’s gift as greater than all the others.

Luke 21:1-4 As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury.  [2] He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins.  [3] "I tell you the truth," he said, "this poor widow has put in more than all the others.  [4] All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on."  

Note the repeated contrast Jesus makes.

	Rich
	Poor

	· “the rich” vs. 1

· gifts placed n temple treasure (boxes with funnel shaped receptacles)

· those who gave out of their wealth
	· “poor widow” vs. 2

· two very small copper coins

· poor widow gave more than the others

· she gave out of her poverty

· put in all she had to live on




In what ways would her 2 penny gift be more that the gifts of the wealthy people?

· percentage wise of their net worth

· in her attitude – she wanted all she had to belong to God

· they didn’t miss any of what they gave, she would be totally dependant on God

How might she be criticized by the world for what she did?

· how is she going to live?

· certainly God does not expect someone like this to be required to give!

· not even the IRS makes people at that kind of poverty level pay taxes

· she’ll just be dependent on society now

· another person on welfare!

· why doesn’t she get a job?

Why didn’t Jesus think any of these things?

· He knew her heart

· He knew she gave out of love and dependence on God

· He knew her motives

· He knew that she had sacrificed, the others had not

( God measures giving according to the spirit or motive with which the gift is given!

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 As God to help you to

· guard against greed in  your daily life 

· confess any sinful attitudes concerning greed

· take action to share of your resources with someone in need

4.2 Consider which of these pictures represents your attitude towards giving?


Ask yourself how you view your main purpose in life …

· stockpiling an abundance of material possessions

· or sharing of the abundance God has given you

4.3 Consider what investments for eternity, for the Kingdom of God you can be making

· time

· skills

· energy

· finances

4.4 Ask God to help you to shift your focus 

· from quantitative giving to qualitative

· from grudging giving to willing

· from giving a little bit of your extra fat to sacrificial giving
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