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Set Apart by God

1. Motivate

What do you think is most challenging for a Christian living in today’s society?

· dealing with a godless society
· protecting kids from evil influences

· believing a liberal media

· trying to handle so called political correctness

· living a life that has an impact on unbelievers

· being a credible Christian

· loving an unloving world

2. Transition

( Today we look at the challenge of being a change agent for our world and yet remaining distinctive within society
3. Bible Study

3.1 Be in the World
Listen  for the prayer requests Jesus makes.
John 17:9-13 (NIV)  I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. [10] All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. [11] I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name--the name you gave me--so that they may be one as we are one. [12] While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. [13]   "I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 

What specific things does Jesus pray for?

· prays for his disciples, those God had given him
· prays for their protection … protection by the power of the name of God

· prays they will be united (as the Trinity is united)

· prays that they will have the full measure of Jesus’ joy within them

Why would early believers need protection?
· from the opposition of Jewish influence (remember the persecution of Saul/Paul)

· from Roman persecution

· from worshipers of foreign deities (recall the brouhaha in Ephesus)

· from confusion within the church – circumcision or not, mixing of other religions with Christianity

· protection from dissention  – Jesus specifically prayed for unity

How does Jesus protect his children from the influence of the world today?  How can we feel secure when we have a powerful enemy that wants to tear us apart?
· we have His Word, His promises, His instructions

· each believer has the Spirit of God living/dwelling within … guiding, empowering

· we have fellow believers for encouragement, support, prayer

· God will on occasion send spiritual agents/messengers – angels to protect 

Why do you think Jesus did not take his disciples with Him when He left this world?  Why are believers still in the world?
· they were to be His representatives to the world

· He would work and live through them to transform others

· they were to be the communicators of the Gospel message

· the church had to grow and they were the ones who would plant new local congregations and build up the church

· people had all kinds of needs and they would minister to those needs and show the love of Jesus to the world

· the church was to be the change agent in the world in the years to come … we are meant to live in and affect the people around us … not escape from the world

As a parent how would you want your children to represent your family when they are out in the world?
· bring honor to the family name

· carry on the family influence

· do well in all their endeavors
· demonstrate the good training and good qualities they have been taught

· not demonstrate the foibles we may have lived before them

How then do you believe God would have believers today represent Jesus while in the world?

· point others to Christ

· live a life that demonstrates the love of Jesus to others
· be ready to give a witness 

· minister to the needs of others around us (both believers and unbelievers)

· active in Kingdom ministries

3.2 Be Distinctive in the World
If you are a season ticket holder for a particular sports team or performance group, how does that make you different?

· you are guaranteed a seat

· you sometimes have special benefits – special entrances, special areas, even food provided … not unlike first class seats on an airline

Listen for how this relates to the word “sanctify” in this passage. 

John 17:14-19 (NIV)    I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. [15] My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. [16] They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. [17] Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. [18] As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. [19] For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 

The word “sanctify” means to be set apart, to be distinctive, different.   Why would Jesus want this for his disciples?

· they should have a different life style, a different mind set
· Jesus wants their attitudes and actions to contrast to the world around them

· being a believer should enable a person to handle life differently from the way the world lives

List the uses of the word “sanctify” in the passage.

· sanctify them by the truth

· for them I sanctify myself

· with the goal that they too may be sanctified

How does God’s truth sanctify us or make us distinctive?
· when we read it and apply it to our lives it changes us

· it tells us how God wants us to live

· it tells us how God’s power is available to us

· it gives us God’s promises

· it encourages us, tells us of God’s love and provisions for us

Jesus said, They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.  What are some specific examples of things in our culture that impact the way we live?

· the language we hear/use

· the prevailing attitude of news media

· the entertainment industry (TV, movies, magazines, video games)

· the way we dress (changing styles, more casual, what is acceptable, etc.)

· the economy – we are well off in contrast to the rest of the world
· materialism – keeping up with the neighbors

· increased communication capabilities (gossip  vital information travels faster)

In the following categories, how can believers be an influence on the world and yet remain distinctive from it?

	Children’s school, sports activities
	Relationships and coworkers
	Leisure activities

	· how we relate to authority

· encourage teachers, coaches – not hassle

· teach children honesty and fair play
	· honesty

· no back-biting

· refusing to go along with shady dealings

· honoring one’s marriage above all else
	· putting in right priority (family and church first)
· refusing to go along with ungodly entertainments


3.3 Be United in the World
Consider what happens when musicians are not in tune with each other

· sounds bad
· you wish they would quit

· it can set your teeth on edge
Listen for a reason for the need of unity – being in tune with one another.
John 17:20-23 (NIV)  "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, [21] that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. [22] I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: [23] I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 

Who does Jesus say He is praying for?

· not just for disciples alone

· also for those who will believe in the future

What are the prayer requests this time?

· that all of them will be one (as Jesus and God the Father are unified)

· may their unity show the world of the reality of who Jesus is

· the unity of the believers will let the world know of Jesus love

How does dissention and division among believers hinder belief in Jesus?

· unbelievers see no difference between themselves and people who claim to know Jesus

· if something doesn’t help you or make you a better person, why embrace it

· it misrepresents all of who Jesus is and what He wants to do in people’s lives

How does it help the world believe in Jesus?

· one of the results of sin is dissention

· the world is full of dissention and conflict

· if believers can demonstrate something different, then people can see an alternative

· it shows that people do not have to live with the results of division and infighting

What does the kind of unity Jesus prayed for look like in action?
· people can disagree agreeably

· a church all working together on the single task of ministering to a needy world

· people are willing to defer to one another, despite differences of opinion

· people from different ethnic backgrounds or socio-economic groups can set aside presuppositions about each other and have good fellowship

( The desire to please Jesus and protect His Body (the Church) and its witness should motivate us to work for peace.

4. Application
4.1 Note what Jesus prayer was not for … it was not for

· comfort, 

· prosperity
· freedom from suffering

· worldly success

( the prayer was for 

· spiritual protection

· sanctification

· unity

· effectiveness
Consider how your prayers reflect Jesus desires or your own

4.2  Consider praying based on Scripture

· today’s passage provides prayer requests we could make for ourselves

· we could pray these things for our church … for believers worldwide

· Here are some passages you might consider  (
4.3 For meditation this week, consider the following questions

· How can we get out into the world more when we are already so busy in the church?

· How can we be more distinctive in the world without coming across as legalistic?

· How can we work toward unity in our church and among the churches in our community?
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