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Serving God Together As A Family



1. Motivate

What were some recent extended family gatherings/reunions have you had – tell us a little bit about them.

· kids and grandkids came home for Christmas

· gather with aunts, uncles, cousins for big summer picnic
· went camping together with your siblings, their kids

· all got together for grandpa’s ___ th birthday

· celebrated 50th, 75th anniversary with family

2. Transition

Family gatherings strengthen family bonds … 

Working together also brings families closer … you may recall such times

· a clean the garage blitz

· build the cabin

· join together to help one of the family do remodeling
· a big landscaping project done together

(Today we want to look at serving God together as a family … we study about a family in the New Testament who did just that.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Labor with God's People

Listen for facts about the couple, Aquila and Priscilla. 
Acts 18:1-4 After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth.  [2] There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them,  [3] and because he was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with them.  [4] Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.  

What facts were you able to glean about Aquila and Priscilla?

· Aquila born in Pontus

· They used to live in Rome but left when Claudius made Jews leave

· they were Jews

· They were tentmakers like Paul

· Paul stayed with them, worked with them

We might say they were “partners” with Paul … how could we be “partners” with Paul, even today?  How could we assist and encourage others involved in serving God?
· active participation in church ministry

· witnessing to others

· willing to take a risk for the sake of others hearing, believing the Gospel

· faithful attendance at church, Bible study

· participate, don’t just sit there

· support financially

· support in prayer

How does your family benefit from participating in ministry together?

· model being involved to your kids

· get to see God working through your lives

· get to see answers to prayer happen

· when a family is involved together in these kinds of things, it bonds the family

· no one in the family has time for things that might otherwise get them in trouble

3.2 Mentor Other Believers

Listen for both positive and negative qualities of Apollos.
Acts 18:24-28 Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures.  [25] He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervor and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of John.  [26] He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately.  [27] When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples there to welcome him. On arriving, he was a great help to those who by grace had believed.  [28] For he vigorously refuted the Jews in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ.  

What kind of person was Apollos?

	Positive Qualities
	Negative Qualities

	· learned man

· thorough knowledge of Scripture

· was a believer

· spoke with fervor

· taught about Jesus accurately

· spoke boldly in the synagogue

· was a great help to believers

· vigorously refuted Jews in public debate

· proved to others that Jesus was the Messiah
	· knew only of baptism of John

· only knew about repentance

· did not know about baptism of the Holy Spirit

· needed more complete knowledge


What role did Aquila and Priscilla take in Apollos’s ministry?
· invited him to their home

· explained to him the whole picture

· gave him more total information

· he didn’t need correction – it wasn’t that he was wrong, 

· he needed the rest of the story

What evidence do you see that their mentoring ministry had a positive effect?

· got the approval of local believers when they wrote him a letter of reference to take with him to the next town

· was a great help to believers

· vigorously refuted Jews in public debate

· proved to others that Jesus was the Messiah

What kinds of people can families today begin a mentoring relationship with?

· college students away from home

· grandkids, nephews, nieces

· young couples

· foreign students

· through correspondence (e-mail, snail mail) to young ministers, missionaries

· families who are young in their Christian faith

What kinds of things can you do to mentor folks like this?

· pray for them – ask them if they have any prayer requests you can be praying about
· pray with them – offer to meet on a regular basis to pray together
· invite them into your home – sometimes just listening to them gives them an opportunity to think through and verbalize the struggles they are having

· often this helps them see solutions or provides an opportunity to share how God has solved similar problems in your life
· for teens or college students, make an offer to be willing to rescue them if they are stuck somewhere in town (or out of town) without a ride and not feeling safe about the situation

3.3 Demonstrate Self Sacrifice

Listen for evidence of Paul’s continuing high regard for Aquila and Priscilla.
Romans 16:3-4 Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus.  [4] They risked their lives for me. Not only I but all the churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them.  

What good things did Paul have to say about this couple?
· they were fellow workers

· they were in Christ Jesus

· they risked their lives

· the churches were grateful to them

What qualities do you think they had that caused Paul to refer to them as “fellow workers?”

· willing to be involved

· they worked with him side by side, not just “here’s a buck, good luck”

· they had worked just as hard, risked just as much as he

How would you apply this concept of “fellow workers” to family members working together?

· do ministry things together 

· not just one parent teaches Sunday school, the other sings in the choir and the kids sit with their friends

· must specifically plan an activity where whole family is active

· helping to serve a meal at a rescue mission

· go to rest home together to visit folks

· if you are musical, involve everyone as soon as they can carry a tune (has to start by making music together as a family)

· could be a dad and sons activity or mom and daughter or all the siblings together

How might they have risked their lives for Paul?

· helped him escape

· hold church services in their home

· hide him in their home when Jews or local officials were looking for him

What kind of ministry would involve self-sacrifice or personal risk on  your part?

· ministries in ethnic neighborhoods

· mission trips

· giving up vacation time to be involved in a special outreach activity
· earning money together to give to a special mission project

3.4 Open Our Homes for Christian  Fellowship

Listen for another ministry that Aquila and Priscilla were involved in.
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Romans 16:5 Greet also the church that meets at their house.  1 Cor. 16:19 The churches in the province of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Priscilla greet you warmly in the Lord, and so does the church that meets at their house.  

Consider all the places where this couple lived
· Rome (Acts 18:2)

· Corinth (Acts 18:2)

· Ephesus (Acts 18:19)

· Rome again (Romans 16:3)

This couple hosted church meetings in their own home.  How can families today use their homes for the Lord?

· hold Bible studies

· sponsor Kids Bible Clubs

· invite college kids or foreign students into your home for Christian fellowship

· let kids have sleepovers – better in a Christian home where entertainment is provided and monitored by Christian parents

· host a foreign exchange student

· some families might provide foster care

What are some other places that our families could serve God together?
· block parties

· FAITH teams

· mission trips

· VBS

· Discipleship Now weekends

· church camp

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1  Consider ways in which your family can be “partners together” with some ministry

· support of a missionary outreach

· in direct communication and in prayer for several missionary families

· be on a FAITH team together

4.2 What person young in age or young in their faith could be mentored by your family?

· college students

· a young pastor in a nearby small church

· young couples in your neighborhood

4.3 What kind of outreach or ministry have you been hesitant to be involved in because it involved risk or stretching yourself?

· an extra offering would stretch your budget

· involvement in FAITH would involve stepping outside your comfort zone

· teaching a SS class would stretch your time commitment

4.4 How can you open  your home for ministry opportunities?

· a Bible study

· a kids club

· just offering hospitality to neighbors who need a listening ear

Note all the places where Priscilla and Aquila lived and worked with Paul
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