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Ruth: Gracious Giving

1. Motivate

What is the nicest thing a friend or family member has ever done for you?
· brought me a meal when I was sick

· introduced me to Jesus

· bought a very nice gift

· helped me when I was incapacitated (housework, yard work, car repair) 
· prayed faithfully

· saved my life when I was in danger (an accident, near drowning, given CPR)

· befriended me when I was new in the neighborhood (church, job, school)

2. Transition

Ministering to one another is modeling Jesus’ example of servanthood.
( Today we study the example of someone who graciously gave of herself to minister to someone who was hurting.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Commit to Care for Others
Listen for the details of a promise made.
Ruth 1:15-17 (NIV)  "Look," said Naomi, "your sister-in-law is going back to her people and her gods. Go back with her." [16] But Ruth replied, "Don't urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. [17] Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if anything but death separates you and me." 

What did Naomi suggest to Ruth?
· look what your sister-in-law just did

· go back to your people the same way

Why would Naomi suggest this?

· her daughters in law were from a different culture

· only made sense to remain in that culture – friends, religion, families

Despite that, according to the passage, what promises did Ruth make?

· where you will go, I will go

· where you stay, I will stay

· your people will be my people, your God will be my God

· I’ll be with you until you die (and I’ll die there too)

· I promise before God to stay with you

What do you think prompted this type of allegiance?
· the shared experience of losing their husbands

· the realization of Naomi’s plight as an elderly widow with no relatives
· she identified with how Naomi felt because she was pretty much in the same situation

· because she was younger she could have felt she would be able to help

This was total commitment!  How is partial commitment not really commitment at all?

· partial commitment says “I’ll help you, but only if it’s not too hard”

· it quits when things get too complicated

· it gives up if the requirement continues on for too long a time

( God calls us to total commitment … to Him … to caring for people in need

3.2 Take Initiative to Care for Others
Listen for specific things Ruth did to help care for her mother-in-law.
Ruth 2:2-7 (NIV)  And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, "Let me go to the fields and pick up the leftover grain behind anyone in whose eyes I find favor."  Naomi said to her, "Go ahead, my daughter." [3] So she went out and began to glean in the fields behind the harvesters. As it turned out, she found herself working in a field belonging to Boaz, who was from the clan of Elimelech. [4] Just then Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and greeted the harvesters, "The Lord be with you!"  "The Lord bless you!" they called back.  [5] Boaz asked the foreman of his harvesters, "Whose young woman is that?"  [6] The foreman replied, "She is the Moabitess who came back from Moab with Naomi. [7] She said, 'Please let me glean and gather among the sheaves behind the harvesters.' She went into the field and has worked steadily from morning till now, except for a short rest in the shelter." 

What  tangible evidence do we see here that Ruth was caring for Naomi?
· saw an opportunity to acquire food and took it

· found a location to glean and properly asked permission

· she worked long hours

· was not a slacker … took only short break

What character traits of Ruth are seen here (by us and by Boaz also ( )?

· hard worker

· concerned about, willing to work to care for her mother-in-law

· polite – asked permission

· industrious – saw an opportunity and took it

· aware of the cultural acceptance of gleaning 

How can taking the initiative to serve and care for others honor God?

· we show the same attitude that God shows – love
· we model Jesus actions of showing love by service (recall the foot washing prior to the Last Supper)

· showing care without being asked catches people’s attention – they will see this and want to know our motivation … God’s love for us is our motivation

3.3 Sacrifice in the Care of Others
Listen for what Boaz knows about Ruth.
Ruth 2:10-12 (NIV)     At this, she bowed down with her face to the ground. She exclaimed, "Why have I found such favor in your eyes that you notice me--a foreigner?" [11] Boaz replied, "I've been told all about what you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband--how you left your father and mother and your homeland and came to live with a people you did not know before. [12] May the Lord repay you for what you have done. May you be richly rewarded by the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge." 

How did Ruth respond to Boaz?

· bowed down to him with her face to the ground

· asks why she had found favor in his eyes

· why did take notice of her … she was a foreigner

According to this passage, what facts did Boaz know about Ruth?  What facts would impress both him and us about her?
· she had been helping her mother-in-law, a widow

· she (Ruth) was also a widow

· she had left her family and homeland

· she was not living in a culture foreign to her

· she was taking refuge under the wings of Jehovah, the God of Israel

What would be some modern day examples of someone who has sacrificed to be a care giver or to minister to others?

· caring for an ailing (failing) spouse
· a family who raises a severely handicapped child

· someone who faithfully serves in a church as an “unsung hero”

· janitor

· nursery worker, preschool teacher, church bus driver
· office volunteer

· greeter

· kids clubs director

· faithful prayer support of church and staff

If you were to be  ministered to by someone like this, what kind of impact or influence would it have on your life?

· could not have made it without such a person

· challenge me to live in a similar manner

· cause me to praise and thank the Lord
· see God working through that person

· cause me to look for ways in which I could serve

Notice the blessings Boaz proclaimed on her as the result of what he saw and appreciated
· may the Lord repay you for what you have done

· may you be richly rewarded by the Lord, the God of Israel

3.4 God Blesses Those Who Care for Others
Listen for the blessings experienced by Ruth (and Naomi).
Ruth 4:13-17 (NIV)  So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. Then he went to her, and the Lord enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son. [14] The women said to Naomi: "Praise be to the Lord, who this day has not left you without a kinsman-redeemer. May he become famous throughout Israel! [15] He will renew your life and sustain you in your old age. For your daughter-in-law, who loves you and who is better to you than seven sons, has given him birth." [16] Then Naomi took the child, laid him in her lap and cared for him. [17] The women living there said, "Naomi has a son." And they named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David. 

What blessings do you see happening to Ruth?  to Naomi?

Ruth:

· Boaz took her to be his wife

· God gave her a son

· the son ends up to be in the lineage of Jesus


Blessings to Naomi:

· God provided a kinsman-redeemer

· neighbors with whom to rejoice 

· a grandson to spoil

· a daughter-in-law who was such a helper, who loved her

· a grandson who is in the lineage of Jesus
Why do you think the neighbor ladies declared that Ruth was “better than seven sons” to Naomi?
· she was dedicated, even though not a blood relative

· willing to give up much to show love and exercise care

· a hard worker, a good helper

Note some of the background of the people in this story
· Boaz is at most only half Jewish … his mother was Rahab of Jericho fame

· she is mentioned as a person of faith in the New Testament
Hebrews 11:31 (NIV)  By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient.  and  James 2:25 (NIV)  In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 

What  immediate and long range results of Ruth’s initial decision to follow her mother-in-law back to Israel do you see?
· a new husband

· a beautiful child

· and long range … ending up in lineage of Jesus, the Messiah

Know this ( We cannot envision all the blessings that come to us when we demonstrate caring for and service to others!
4. Application
4.1 Consider someone who has been a “Ruth” in your life

· take time this week to enumerate the ways in which they have cared for you

· thank the Lord for His kindness in providing such a person

· if this person is still around, thank them personally for their faithfulness

4.2 Think back over this past week … was there an opportunity for caring where you chose not to get involved?

· resolve to face similar opportunities this week with a fresh commitment to gracious caring

· ask God to make you sensitive to those situations

4.3 Take time to think of ways in which you can show care for others

· brainstorm a list of actions you could do

· just write down ideas … good or not so good, practical or not

· ask God to show you which are the ways He would have you demonstrate loving care for people around you in need
Deut. 24:19 (NIV)  When you are harvesting in your field and you overlook a sheaf, do not go back to get it. Leave it for the alien, the fatherless and the widow, so that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. 











The family-redeemer was a relative who could be obligated to marry his brother’s (or next closest relative’s) widow.


purpose was to raise up a child in the brother’s name


perpetuated the deceased’s name
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