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Refuse to Compromise



1. Motivate

What is the hottest place you have ever been?
· in a boiler room

· in the desert

· getting in a car which has been closed up out in the sun

· in the jungle

· on a football (or band) practice field in August

· in an attic in the summer

· working in a steel mill or foundry

· cooking over a hot stove

2. Transition

Today we look at three men who were threatened by a blazing hot furnace
· their determination to obey God was tested

· they remained courageously firm in their commitment to God …despite the threat

3. Bible Study

3.1 Anticipate That Your Faith Will Be Tested
Listen for what Nebuchadnezzar required of all his subjects.
Daniel 3:1-6 (NIV)   King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, ninety feet high and nine feet wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. [2] He then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials to come to the dedication of the image he had set up. … [4] Then the herald loudly proclaimed, "This is what you are commanded to do, O peoples, nations and men of every language: [5] As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, you must fall down and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. [6] Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace." 
What do you think the king was trying to accomplish with this proclamation?
· make sure everyone was loyal

· force obedience

· flaunt his own greatness, power

· impress everyone (even foreign nations) with his authority

· this was a big festival to honor one of their deities

What does the list of officials indicate about the crowd at the dedication ceremony?

· everyone was there

· the king was emphasizing his authority to his officials

· he wanted all his officials to know and hold to the politically correct line

· this was for both officials of high and low rank

Those who refused to bow down would be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire.  

 If believers today refuse to compromise our godly standards, what sort of "furnace of blazing fire" do we face?
· ridicule

· possibly loss of a job

· smear tactics by enemies

· loss of friends

· loss of business deals

· in some situations, threats of physical harm

What would be some ways we might be tempted to compromise? (*referenced below)
· fudge on financial deals

· punch someone else's time card in or out for them while they are away

· take payment in cash to avoid paying income tax

· look the other way when a colleague is flaunting employee rules or the law

· give someone an undeserved recommendation

· go along with the crowd and attend entertainment that is inappropriate for believers

· watching movies with excessive violence or sexual content on home TV (even when no one else is around)

How does it help to anticipate that these kind of temptations will come our way?

· we are not blindsided by the situation

· we can think about, make choices ahead of time what is the right thing to do
3.2 Decide Now to Avoid Compromise
Listen for how the three Hebrew men reveal their choices made ahead of time.
Daniel 3:13-18 (NIV)   Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were brought before the king, [14] and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, "Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? [15] Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?" [16] Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. [17] If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. [18] But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." 
Why do you think the king gave them a second chance?
· he knew and liked them

· they were good administrators, he didn't want to lose them

· he had invested years of training and experience in them

What questions did the king ask the men?

· is it true you didn't worship the statue?

· now, you have another chance … if you worship the image, no problem

· if you refuse you will be thrown into the furnace

· who is the god who could rescue you from that??

What arrogance about Jehovah do you see here?

· what god could save you

· as if to say no god can save you

· not even Jehovah!

What did they say to the king's interrogation?

· we don't need to answer

· we've already decided not to bow down

· Jehovah can easily rescue us even from the burning fire

· even if He decides not to, we refuse to worship your statue

Consider some things they could have done …

· plan an escape

· talk their way out of the situation

· rethink their position … kneeling down is just a physical posture, you could just pretend (think about Jehovah as you kneeled down)

Why did they not take one of these options?

· you must confront the issue some time

· to comply in any way is saying to others that you are turning away from Jehovah and submitting to the false deity

· compromise in this kind of situation is defeat

· compromise is submission to the wrong god

What happens if we compromise our spiritual stand for God in some of the situations we listed above?*

· other people see us as hypocrites … saying one thing and doing another

· God is dishonored

· other believers may be lead astray

· it is easier to make the wrong choice the next time … we can end up farther and farther away from God
What can we do to increase our commitment and faith?

· walk close to God, know Him better

· you will not want to dishonor the One you are really on good terms with

· knowing and applying God's Truth on a daily basis makes it easier to choose correctly when confronted with a tricky choice

· pray for God's strength when faced with compromising options

The decision to refuse to compromise is best made before the heat of battle.  Consider these two verses  Proverbs 4:23 (NIV) Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.   Col. 3:1 (NIV)   Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 

What to these verses have to say about preparing for temptations before the test comes?
· your heart (emotions) can easily sway your decisions

· you need to decide with your mind (intellect) and will before a situation appeals to your emotions

· focus on Christ at all times

· set your emotions and desires on knowing and pleasing Christ

· when the test comes, you are predisposed to make the right choices
3.3 Trust That God Will Be with You
Listen for two surprises that Nebuchadnezzar received when he looked in the furnace.
Daniel 3:21 (NIV)   So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace.  …  24Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, "Weren't there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?" They replied, "Certainly, O king." [25] He said, "Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods." 27b-28 (NIV)   They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them. [28] Then Nebuchadnezzar said, "Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king's command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God. 
Why do you think it was important to specify in this report what they were wearing?
· the clothes are combustible, they should have burned and did not

· their clothes and hair did not even smell of smoke

· this part of the report emphasizes just how miraculous their protection was

Who was the 4th person reported to be?

· a "son of the Gods"

· shows the king's polytheism (belief in many deities)

· could have been an angel (messenger of God)

· could have been God, Himself … even an OT appearance of Jesus

What did the appearance of the 4th person do for …
	The King
	The 3 Hebrews

	· surprised the king

· impressed him

· convinced him of the reality of their God, Jehovah
	· protected them

· encouraged them

· helped them realize they had made the right choice


What were some examples of Christian courage that did not have happy outcomes?

· Stephen stoned to death

· Many Christians died in Roman persecution

· even today, believers suffer and die for standing up for their faith

What should be our response to such events?

· same as the 3 young Hebrews … God can choose not to deliver

· He is sovereign and does as He chooses

· death is actually one form of deliverance

· we should pray for those who face persecution in foreign lands

· for their courage

· for their testimony

· for peace in the midst of great suffering

· for those who persecute them

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Christians will be tempted to conform to worldly ways

· sometimes the pressure comes from hostile situations

· decide ahead of time that you will follow godly principles when confronted with moral choices

· make the decision now that you will make the right choices
4.2 Ungodly people will defy the Lord

· there will be times when you must confront those who defy God

· you can be confident that God will give you courage and strength to make that confrontation

· you can depend on God's strength at work in your heart and life 
4.3 Know that there will be times when standing up for God in hostile situations is dangerous

· you can face losses … some people face physical danger, even

· God will be present (the 4th person) when you take that stand

· He is present and powerful in the situation … whether He chooses to deliver you or not

Remember  ( If you don't stand up for something, you'll fall for anything!


4

