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Put First Things First

1. Motivate

For what other reasons than to make a living do people work?
· fulfillment of an ambition

· it would drive their spouses nuts if they hang out around the house

· it contributes to the economy and to our society

· it keeps us occupied

· for some people it is like play (musicians, sports performers)

· it is an outworking of one’s creativity (artists, architects, teachers, musicians)

2. Transition

Today we will look at the concept of how working is part of God’s purpose for our lives … continuing the theme of last week.
3. Bible Study

3.1 View God Correctly

Listen for what the writer says is the best way to spend our time while alive.
Eccles. 3:10-14 (NIV)  I have seen the burden God has laid on men. [11] He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end. [12] I know that there is nothing better for men than to be happy and do good while they live. [13] That everyone may eat and drink, and find satisfaction in all his toil--this is the gift of God. [14] I know that everything God does will endure forever; nothing can be added to it and nothing taken from it. God does it so that men will revere him.

According to this passage, what are the best ways to spend our lives?
· be happy

· do good

· eat, drink 

· find satisfaction in you toil (work, job)

Verse 13 says this is a “gift of God.”  In what way do you think finding satisfaction in your work is a gift?

· makes each day meaningful

· you feel like you are making a contribution that is lasting

· whether manufacturing widgets, mopping the floor, or supervising a department, you are a meaningful part of society

· the realization of the significance of a job (no matter how menial) is important
· this is like the young actor who is told that there are no small roles to be played, just small actors – you discover that all roles in life are important

What do you think the writer means when he says that God has put eternity in our hearts?

· humans have a sense that life is more than just the days we exist here on earth

· we have a consciousness that we have a life that is more than that of a plant or an animal
· we know our lives are mortal (we eventually die) but God has planted in our minds and emotions the realization that there is some sort if existence beyond that

· the religions of most cultures have some sort of concept of existence beyond death (reincarnation, heaven, happy hunting grounds,  etc.)

How does God’s putting “eternity in our hearts” make it possible to treasure work?

· gives perspective

· helps us see that what we do now affects eternity

· we realize that we are not like a plant or animal … they live their lives here and then when they die it is all over

Much of what we accomplish vocationally will eventually be gone, but it can contribute to God’s eternal work.  What are some actions and attitudes  that keep us from overestimating or underestimating the value of their work.

	Overestimate
	Underestimate

	· self importance attitude

· bureaucratic attitude – people who throw their weight around

· a “control freak” attitude
	· someone with a menial job

· people who labor without much recognition

· a stay at home mom, supporting family

· not realizing that God considers your role important


What might this passage say to the person who focuses primarily on their work?
· there is more to life than work

· work is only part of what God intends for us – only one facet of life

· when you over focus on any one part of life, it causes an imbalance

What does the passage say about someone who sees no reason to work?

· there’s something wrong with that attitude

· God gives us work to give us meaning in life

· if they don’t work, they will find no meaning

· it is God’s gift … if they don’t work, they miss God’s gift
Note the last verse (14).   What did Solomon say about everything God does?

· it will endure forever

· nothing can be added to it

· nothing can be taken from it

· God does these things so that men will revere Him, stand in awe

What kinds of actions show that we are in awe of God?

· worship

· obedience
· service in His name

· heeding His word, seeking His council

3.2 Fear God Obediently
Listen for how Solomon describes the actions of God and the actions of man.
Eccles. 12:13-14 (NIV) Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. [14] For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil.

What are the actions of God, the actions of man described here?

	Actions of God
	Actions of Man

	· bring every deed to judgment

· bring even hidden things to judgment

· to judge whether it is good or evil
	· fear God

· keep his commandments


This passage continues the concept of the fear of God.  How can someone show too little fear of God?
· using His name in vain

· rebelling against God

· ignoring God’s command

· making light of spiritual things, joking about God’s grace and mercy

When do we use God, rather than “fear God and keep His commandments?”

· pray for our personal agenda, not God’s

· live to serve the devil, then periodically “get religion” in order to escape hell

· live our lives to please ourselves, not God

· give no thought to God’s mighty power and authority

· never pause to declare to Him our worship and praise

According to this passage, why did Solomon tell his reader to fear God and keep His commandments?
· God will judge our deeds

· our actions will be evaluated … believers rewarded, unbelievers punished accordingly
· even things we consider hidden from friends and family, God knows and judges
What kinds of commands from God do we have trouble obeying?

	Troublesome Commands
	Relation to Purposeful Living

	· loving others (if they are ornery)

· living a pure life

· over indulging with food (substance abuse)

· controlling anger


· fear not (don’t despair)
	· we need each other’s love and kindness

· purity glorifies God

· becomes an idol, displaces God as most important priority in our lives

· we are to live empowered by Holy Spirit

· whatever is not of faith is sin



How do commands about these things relate to purposeful living?

3.3 Love God Supremely
Listen between the lines for what you think was the motivation for this man’s question.
Mark 12:28-34 (NIV)  of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, "Of all the commandments, which is the most important?" [29] "The most important one," answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. [30] Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.' [31] The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment greater than these." [32] "Well said, teacher," the man replied. "You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him. [33] To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices." [34] When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, "You are not far from the kingdom of God." And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions. 

What are the different parts of our being with which we are to love the Lord?
· your heart

· your soul

· your mind (understanding)

· your strength

How can you demonstrate love for God with these different parts of our being?

· obedience, service

· thinking, meditating about who God is and how much he loves you

· studying what He says

· telling Him of your trust and faith

· declaring His worth in praise and worship

( Note the similarity of this list to the ways in which we show fear and awe of God!

( Seems to imply that fear/awe/reverence and love are similar!

How do you think our relationships with people show our live for God?

· loving God is not something that exists in a vacuum in our lives

· God is love and God loves people … it is His desire for us to do the same

· when we love and obey and trust Him, we will give of ourselves to others as He did

Now … why do you think the scribe questioned Jesus?

· he was not giving Jesus a hard time

· he may have been wanting to have a philosophical discussion

· he seems to have been on the right track with his thinking … he agreed with Jesus

Consider that we come in contact with people all the time who are searching … 

· they just never come right out and declare it 

· this man did not do so directly … he came at it rather obliquely

· he may well have been looking for true purpose in life

· many people in our circle of acquaintances are likewise looking for purpose

( When we love God with all our being and love our neighbors, God is glorified
4. Application
4.1 Think about your work …
· what does it show of how clearly you view God?

· how does it show that you fear God or love God?

· Ask God to give you a new view and attitude towards your job

4.2 Think about what motivates you to do the things you do

· ask God to show you where you might have hidden agendas that have nothing to do with being obedient to Him

· make the decision to read God’s Word and see Him with a new awe, reverence and fear

· live with that awe present in your heart and mind

4.3 Consider your relationships with people in your life …

· what do your relationships reveal about how you love God?

· how can your life be a clear channel for God’s love to flow out to others?
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