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Praying That Pleases God


1. Motivate

For what reasons do people pray?

· when they are in trouble

· when they want something

· to thank or praise God

· to ask forgiveness

· to pray for needs of others

· for healing

How do these types of prayers please God? 

· praise and thanksgiving

· asking forgiveness, declaring trust in God

· God does say he wants us to come to Him with needs so He can answer and then we will praise Him

2. Transition

Today  we want to focus on the types of prayers that please God

3. Bible Study

3.1 Experience God's Blessing

Listen for Jabez’ prayer requests.

1 Chron. 4:9-10 Jabez was more honorable than his brothers. His mother had named him Jabez, saying, "I gave birth to him in pain."  [10] Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, "Oh, that you would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain." And God granted his request.

What things do we learn about Jabez in this passage?

· more honorable than brothers

· his mother named him

· his name had to do with the pain she experienced in childbirth

· “what a Jabez” ( “what a pain” !!

How might the stigma of such a name motivate someone to cry out to God?

· felt shamed

· felt put down

· wanted to be free from pain, himself (according to the prayer)

· maybe felt he could not handle life in his own strength

What kinds of pain are sufficient to cause use to cry out to God?

· emotional

· spiritual

· physical

· family turmoil

· long term problems

What were the things Jabez asked for?

· bless me

· enlarge my territory

· let your hand be with me

· keep me from harm so I will be free from pain

In what ways might God enlarge someone’s territory?

· more land, property

· increased responsibility

· more influence

· opportunities to be of greater influence for the Lord

For what kinds of harm can we ask God to protect us?

· physical health

· safety in travel

· children and grandchildren in public schools

· spiritual attacks by our spiritual enemy

· protection for our nation from terrorism

· safety for our troops

· safety of missionaries, pastors in foreign lands

· believers in countries where the Gospel is repressed

Note that the passage states that God granted his request!!

( we ought to be courageous in our praying, making our hearts fully known to God

3.2 Act With Discernment

Listen for reasons that Solomon gives for the request that he makes.

1 Kings 3:5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God said, "Ask for whatever you want me to give you."   … [7] "Now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties.  [8] Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number.  [9] So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?"  [10] The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this.  

What kinds of things would go through your head if God said, "Ask me for whatever you want me to give you."?

· money

· health

· longer life

· property

· new car

· better job

· a happier home

· kids that behave

· a new opportunity

Why do you think God even made the offer?

· to challenge Solomon to make a good choice

· to challenge Solomon's faith

· God just plain wanted to bless Solomon and the people of Israel 

· to show Solomon that God was powerful, sovereign, and at the same time loving

What does this tell us about characteristics of God?

· God wants to bless us

· God wants to challenge our faith

· God wants us to think carefully about what we ask

· God wants to help us to serve Him more effectively

Why did Solomon not ask for selfish kinds of things … according to the passage, why did he ask for wisdom?

· I'm the new king in place of David

· I'm only a "little child" – that is, inexperienced, on a steep learning curve we might say

· I don't know how to carry out my duties

· There are lots of people in the kingdom to look after

· these are your people, God, I don't want to mess up

· I need discernment to distinguish between right and wrong

Why do you think the Lord was pleased with Solomon's request?

· it was not a selfish request

· he wanted to be able to serve the Lord more effectively

· the request had to do with God's task for him

· it was a request that would basically benefit others, not just himself

When we pray …

( Ask for discernment to make good choices between right and wrong

( Ask for the strength to then do the right thing

( Pray in a spirit of gratitude and humility

3.3 Hear and Honor God

Listen for advice Solomon gives to us as we go to church.

Eccles. 5:1-7 Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. Go near to listen rather than to offer the sacrifice of fools, who do not know that they do wrong.  [2] Do not be quick with your mouth,  do not be hasty in your heart to utter anything before God. God is in heaven and you are on earth, so let your words be few.  [3] As a dream comes when there are many cares,  so the speech of a fool when there are many words.  [4] When you make a vow to God, do not delay in fulfilling it. He has no pleasure in fools; fulfill your vow.  [5] It is better not to vow than to make a vow and not fulfill it.  [6] Do not let your mouth lead you into sin. And do not protest to the temple messenger, "My vow was a mistake." Why should God be angry at what you say and destroy the work of your hands?  [7] Much dreaming and many words are meaningless. Therefore stand in awe of God.  

How does it show wisdom to be silent and listen to God?

· shows you are aware of your own limitations

· shows that you know that it is God who can be the source of wisdom and blessing

· if you do all the talking, you don't learn anything

Note the contrast between God and a Fool

	God
	Fool

	· God spoke and brought the universe into being

· knows all things

· lives and rules from heaven


· has everything to offer us
	· speaks and demonstrates his ignorance

· unaware of his own ignorance

· lives a very limited existence on earth (geographically, time wise)

· has nothing to offer God


Verse 7 says we are to stand in awe of God … what are some things that evoke a sense of awe in you?

· a beautiful scene in nature

· an ancient building such as the Acropolis or the pyramids

· looking at all the stars in the sky

· a cityscape

· the Grand Canyon

· the power of big waves hitting the shore

· beautiful sunsets

· the 430 ft high new roller coaster at Cedar Point in Sandusky, OH


What about God evokes a sense of awe in you?

· several of those things listed above are part of God's creation

· God's love

· the incredible scope of Truth presented in God's Word

· Psalm 8:3-4 (NIV) When I consider your heavens,  the work of your fingers,  the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, [4] what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him? 

How would thinking about that sense of awe change the way you approach God in prayer?

· increase your reverence, your fear of God

· increase your faith … seeing His greatness, power, authority

· not pray selfish prayers … God sees right through to my motives

· pray in line with what I know is God's will, what I know about how God is working

· pray in submission … when I do NOT know what God's will is, trusting Him for what is best

· come in obedience, praying for certain things as His word tells us

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Think about who are some of the favorite people you like to talk to and why you like to talk to them …

· remember that prayer is talking to God
· He wants to talk to you … with you

· What will you talk with God about this week?

4.2 Think about how often your prayers are focused primarily on experiencing God's presence … how would you mark or evaluate it on a continuum?

|---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------|

 rarely              sometimes             now and again          often           very often

What are some ways you can more effectively focus on experiencing God's presence?

4.3 At this point in your life, what is the blessing from God you desire the most?

· Talk to God about this blessing during the week

· Listen to what He might have to say about it

· Look for direction in His Word

4.3 Look for ways to be more reverent in approaching God in prayer

· Your posture

· Your attitude

· Your words

· Your requests
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