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Praise Jesus, Our Savior

1. Motivate

What kinds of things divert our focus from the true meaning of Christmas?
· advertisements

· Christmas sales

· all the parties for the holidays (at work, at church, with family, etc.)

· shopping

· all the catalogs that come in the mail

· stress of how to pay for all the stuff we buy that we probably don’t need

· the kids are home from school

· long practices for church programs

2. Transition

Today we want to focus on Jesus … the Gift of Christmas
· we seek ways to praise the one who is worthy of highest praise
3. Bible Study

3.1 Praise Him for His Salvation
Listen for the titles that the angel gave to Jesus.
Luke 2:8-12 (NIV)   And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. [9] An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. [10] But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. [11] Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. [12] This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." 
What were the titles given to Jesus by the angels?
· a Savior

· Christ (the Messiah, the anointed one, the sent one) 

· the Lord

· a baby

What kind of news did the angel bring?

· good news

· great joy

· for all people

· the Savior has been born

· He is the Messiah, the Christ

Why do you think God announced this good news to shepherds??  They were not high on anyone’s social list or list of influential people.

· the news was for everyone … especially the common folk

· point was made that not just the influential or important or rich needed to know about the Messiah

· ends up that the influential rejected Him, fearing loss of their influence

If you could interview one of the shepherds, what questions would you want to ask?
· what did the singing sound like?

· how did the angel appear?  up high in the clouds?  right there in front of you? 

· was he big?  wings? 

· how was he dressed?

· did he have a booming voice that you could hear all over or was it just in conversational tones

· were you scared?

· what were you thinking?

· did it scare the sheep?

Why do you think the shepherds were afraid?

· sudden appearance of a stranger

· the light that seemed to come with the angel

· why would he be telling us this message

· who are we to hear such a message

What other emotions do you think you would have experienced if you had been with the shepherds that night?

· excitement

· curiosity

· disbelief?

· is this a dream?

· surprise

· fear

How does the birth of Jesus impact our lives today?

· reality of God becoming a man and living on earth

· the fact that God limited Himself to be a human and experience all that we do
· the culmination of God’s plan for the salvation of man … finally took place

· God entered time and space and human history for salvation

· also a proof that He can and will do so in Christ’s second coming

What was the sign given for the shepherds?

· baby

· wrapped in birthing clothes

· sleeping in an animal food trough

What signs do we have to lead us to our Savior?

· God’s Word

· the record in the Gospels and Acts of His teachings, His sacrificial death,  His work of redemption

· the teachings of all of scripture pointing to the Savior
3.2 Praise Him for His Peace
Listen for the concept of  “peace” in this passage.
Luke 2:13-14 (NIV) Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, [14] "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests."

How many angels do you think were singing?
· a great company

· the heavenly host

· would this be thousands?  tens of thousands?  hundreds of thousands? millions?
What were they singing about?

· praising God

· Gory to God in the highest

· on earth, peace

· peace to men on whom God’s favor rests

Why don’t we typically associate peace with the coming of a new baby?

· babies cry a lot

· they require a lot of effort

· you lose sleep over babies … right on up through their teen years!

· it drastically changes your lifestyle when a baby comes into the home

· the chaos, disorder, confusion, uproar, and commotion does not just double when the second child comes along, it quadruples!  (this is exponential increase, not linear)

Why do you think the angels praised God for His peace following the announcement of the Savior’s birth? 
· this is the main reason Christ came as Savior

· man and God have been enemies, ever since Adam and Eve sinned

· Jesus would solve the sin problem, bringing peace between men and God

What other kinds of peace would Jesus, the Messiah bring to the earth?

· peace between/among men … when the sin problem is solved, we are able to live as God intended

· peace within oneself … no longer plagued by guilt 

· peace and contentment with life … when we are trusting God, we don’t need to be constantly desiring for something else

· peace in the midst of the conflicts that are a part of life … we have the assurance that God is ultimately in charge, God is sufficient for every need

What actions could we take to make this season reflect the peace of God in our lives more fully?
· focus more on Jesus coming, less on the distractions
· share with others the peace that God offers

· take special time to read and study the different ways that God offers peace

· in the midst of the problems we face, look to Jesus for peace in the midst of non peaceful situations

3.3 Praise Him for His Coming
Listen for the reaction of the shepherds when the angels disappeared.
Luke 2:15-20 (NIV)  When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about."   [16] So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. [17] When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, [18] and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. [19] But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. [20] The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 

What did the shepherds do when the angels were gone?

· let’s go to Bethlehem

· let’s go see what has happened

· they hurried … found Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus

· the told others, spread the word of what had happened

· their message amazed people who heard

Why do you think they didn’t keep it secret, what they had seen?

· they were excited

· they thought everyone should know

· it was so amazing that it couldn’t be kept secret

· they felt honored that they had been told and no one else had

What caused the people who heard this message shared by the shepherds to be amazed?

· shepherds were not usually in the know

· it was an amazing story

· it could even have been considered a fantastic claim … 
“The Messiah?! … yeah, sure!”  
“Choirs of angels?  What have you guys been drinking?”

· people would have questioned the Messiah being born in such humble surroundings

What kinds of things hinder us from sharing the Good News of the true “reason for the season?”

· we’re not excited about it in the right way

· our relationship with the Savior born back then has grown distant

· we are distracted by the secular aspects of the season

· we fear that people won’t be amazed, that we will be rejected
Consider the reasons that the shepherds probably had … 

· we should be just as amazed

· we should be just as excited

· it should be just as fresh in our minds, what God is doing

( God is just as real to us today as the angels were to the shepherds that night

4. Application
4.1 Christmas is an excellent time to praise God … 

· for the Gift of Christmas

· for His salvation

· for His peace

· for His coming into the world

4.2 Again (as at Thanksgiving) with all the business of parties, visits with friends and family

· make sure to find special time alone with the Savior

· make this your Christmas gift to Him.

· write a prayer for peace as a devotional exercise

4.3 Share with someone … your child, your grandchild, your neighbor

· the peace you have in your heart because you know Jesus as your Savior

· how is your life different from what it used to be or from what it could be if you did not have Jesus in your life?

Sing your praises


Declare your praise to God


Declare your praise to others
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