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Ministry to Persecuted Believers



1. Motivate

Given the following countries, which do you believe has the most, which do you think has the least religious freedom?

Armenia, Brazil, China, Colombia, Cuba, Egypt, France, Greece, India, Indonesia, Iran, Mexico, North Korea, Romania, Sudan, Unites States?

North Korea probably has the least – many of the others are Muslim states or have Catholicism as a strong influence.

What kinds of difficulties do people face affirming their faith in Christ when it means persecution or even death?

· fear for your life

· fear for your family, for you job

· they tend to worship in secret

· they are not able to openly declare their faith

· no encouragement from Christian radio, TV, even music CDs or tapes

· limited availability of teaching/learning material

· actually there are even problems with theological distortions within some groups due to limited resources and sound religious teaching

Why might people living in the United States find it easy to dismiss or ignore the reality of current religious persecution?

· isn’t happening to us

· we’re busy with our own struggles of one sort or another

· such persecution is not much publicized – even by the western media

· many folks don’t much care about any kind of religion so it’s no big deal to them

2. Transition

Today ( we seek to learn ways to respond as advocates for persecuted Christians in different parts of the world

3. Bible Study

3.1 Persecution

Listen for why King Herod was persecuting Christians.

Acts 12:1-4 It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to persecute them.  [2] He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword.  [3] When he saw that this pleased the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  [4] After arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him out for public trial after the Passover.  

Who was suffering persecution at Herod’s orders?

· James, the brother of John

· Peter

According to this passage, why was Herod intent on persecuting Christians?

· he wanted to curry favor with the Jews

· he found out that it pleased the Jews

· he was a politician – the Jews were the main group that he was ruling

What kinds of outcomes would probably have resulted from the trial that Herod had planned for Peter?

· public flogging

· execution

· brutal treatment of some sort

· prison at the very least

What might results might have occurred for a public trial?  Why?

· probably much the same

· the Jewish religious leaders would have loaded things against Peter

· general public sentiment was against Christians – both Roman and Jewish

· they were considered trouble makers, involved in rebellion

Why does public opinion affect the way you live your Christianity?

· the general rule of needing to know your audience

· if Christianity is an acceptable way of life,  you know you will be well received

· if public opinion is against Christianity, you are more careful about what you say and how you say it

Why does the world want to stamp out the influence of Spirit filled believers?

· if we are right, then they feel condemned

· if we are considered wrong or illegal or stupid, then the demands of Christ on their lives can be ignored or discarded

· Christianity is exclusive or exacting in its requirements – confession, repentance, faith in Christ – “I am the way, the life, the truth …”

3.2 Prayer

What did the church do in response to Peter’s imprisonment? 

Acts 12:5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him.  

What could the church have done as a response to Peter’s arrest?

· hide

· run away

· deny their faith

· set up a jail break

· protest

· petition Herod to let him free

What did they do instead?  ( they prayed
What is the difference between just praying and earnestly praying?

	Just Praying
	Earnestly Praying

	· mention it in passing

· pray in generalities

· lump the request together with all the others “Lord please answer these requests”

· don’t spend much time in praying
	· praying specifically

· set aside specific time devoted entirely to prayer

· praying in detail

· extended time of prayer

· forego normal activities to spend time with God declaring the need and your trust in His sufficiency


What kinds of things do you imagine they might have prayed for?

· his freedom

· his protection in prison

· kind treatment by the guards

· a favorable trial

· safety, health

· peace, encouragement

· opportunities to witness

Why is praying more effective than some of the other possibilities?

· turning it over to someone with real power

· demonstrates faith

· God can work things out better than they could have

· God promised the effectiveness of prayer

· God chooses to work in some situations only when we pray, when we declare our faith in His power, authority, love

3.3 Power

Listen for who freed Peter form jail.

Acts 12:6-10 The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance.  [7] Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. "Quick, get up!" he said, and the chains fell off Peter's wrists.  [8] Then the angel said to him, "Put on your clothes and sandals." And Peter did so. "Wrap your cloak around you and follow me," the angel told him.  [9] Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had no idea that what the angel was doing was really happening; he thought he was seeing a vision.  [10] They passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and they went through it. When they had walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left him.  

What obstacles did God overcome to release Peter?

· getting into the jail

· getting past the guards (they were sleeping)

· getting released from chains

· getting out of a locked gate

What did Peter feel during his escape?

· in a daze

· still half asleep (how could he sleep anyway, with the rigged trial impending?)

· thought he was dreaming

How does God's deliverance from oppressive circumstances affect your faith?

· encourages you

· you realize more and more God's power and capability to take care of you

· increases your faith – your belief in God's infinite resources and His love for you

How did this help Peter, how does it help us in future experiences?

· God does not change

· He loves us just as much, His power is the same

· If God did it before, He can do it again

· The next time it happens, you are assured that God is sufficient

· When it is happening to someone else, you know how they feel, how to pray

3.4 Proof

Listen for what is wrong with this picture.

Acts 12:11-17 Then Peter came to himself and said, "Now I know without a doubt that the Lord sent his angel and rescued me from Herod's clutches and from everything the Jewish people were anticipating."  [12] When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also called Mark, where many people had gathered and were praying.  [13] Peter knocked at the outer entrance, and a servant girl named Rhoda came to answer the door.  [14] When she recognized Peter's voice, she was so overjoyed she ran back without opening it and exclaimed, "Peter is at the door!"  [15] "You're out of your mind," they told her. When she kept insisting that it was so, they said, "It must be his angel."  [16] But Peter kept on knocking, and when they opened the door and saw him, they were astonished.  [17] Peter motioned with his hand for them to be quiet and described how the Lord had brought him out of prison. "Tell James and the brothers about this," he said, and then he left for another place.  

What happened when Peter got to the home where they were praying?

· Peter knocks

· Servant girl comes to door

· She is so excited she runs to tell the others without letting him in

· They don’t believer her, say it’s a ghost or his angel

Why should their surprise and disbelief be disturbing?

· they were praying for God's deliverance of Peter and God did it

· didn’t they really believe that God would do it?

· maybe they didn’t think that God would do it that way

· demonstrated a certain amount of lack of faith

· demonstrated at least a lack of understanding of God's purposes

Why do we find it difficult to believe that God still performs miracles?

· we are used to rational, scientific explanations for events

· God is performing lots of miracles all around us, we just don’t realize that they are miracles

· we tend to limit God's capabilities in our minds – the task is too big

· we are afraid God doesn’t pay attention to our needs – our problem is too small for God to care about

· we tend to attribute what did happen to good fortune or coincidence

What are some “impossible” things we are or should be praying about?

· salvation of ornery loved ones

· health problems

· raising money for God's work 

· problem situations in government (from local level up to national)

· peace in Jerusalem

· congress act wisely

4. Conclusion – Application  -- check out http://www.persecutedchurch.org/ 

At the start of the new millennium, in the town of Al Kosheh in Upper Egypt, the terror began with a simple transaction. On New Year’s Eve, a Christian shopkeeper refused to sell to a Muslim man due to his bad credit record. The Muslim man and his brothers returned to attack the shop and then began looting other Christian establishments. Some 3,000 Muslims eventually joined in the riot against Christians, burning more than 150 homes and businesses throughout the area.
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The destruction continued for three days and extended to nearby towns, where the population is predominantly Coptic (Orthodox) Christian. Christians were hunted down and slaughtered just days before Orthodox Christmas on January 7, 2000. When the violence ended, 21 Christians lay dead and at least 44 were wounded.
1. We should pray for comfort for the families of those who were martyred in January.
2. We pray for those whose property was destroyed, looted, and burned, that God will reward them with His peace.
3. We pray most of all that God would be with His people, that they might not be scattered and that they would stay in the faith.
4. We also pray for those in authority in Egypt, that God somehow would plant peace in their hearts. For if they have peace in their hearts toward the church, so will the church experience the peace of God.
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