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Ministry in Times of Conflict



1. Motivate

What kind of things have you heard of that caused disagreement in a church business meeting somewhere, some time?

· color of the carpet (or paint, or seat cushions)

· how much to pay a staff member

· which candidate for the pulpit to choose

· how money should be spent

· which hymn books should be bought

· whether or not to accept a certain item as a gift

· what words would be painted on the church van

· which church van to buy

· do we accept as members people who work for a brewery, a cigarette factory, etc.

2. Transition

There always will be (and maybe even should be) different opinions among believers

But … Paul says that we be unified.  

Today ( we consider how to build unity by ministering in times of conflict.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Appeal for Unity

Listen for how Paul uses the word “same” in this passage.

1 Cor. 1:10 Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.  

To what does Paul apply the adjective “same”?

· speak the same thing

· have the same mind

· have the same judgment

The NIV says 

· agree with one another

· united in mind 

· united in thought.  

From your background knowledge, what were some of the divisions Paul referred to?

· disagreement about personalities (Paul vs. Apollos vs. Peter vs. Christ)

· arguments over eating meat offered to idols

What can believers do to promote unity even when a church faces difficult issues? 

· pray for God's guidance

· pray for wisdom for the leadership

· pray for peace 

· that people will able to have different opinions without being disagreeable

· avoid lobbying in a gossiping way

· be ready to calmly and logically state your opinions and your reasons for them in the proper setting

· pray for your own willingness to accept the decision however it goes

3.2 Disunity: Evidence of Worldliness

Listen for the word Paul uses to describe the Corinthian Christians.

1 Cor. 3:3-4 You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere men?  [4] For when one says, "I follow Paul," and another, "I follow Apollos," are you not mere men?  

What was the word Paul used to describe the Corinthian believers?  

· worldly

· carnal

Consider the different types of spiritual states a person may be in …

· Spiritual man: submitted to, controlled by God (through the Holy Spirit)

· Carnal man: believer who is trying to run his own life, God is not in control

· Sinful man: does not have Christ in his life, an unbeliever

Paul is saying the Corinthians are in the category of the carnal man

What signs of worldliness or carnality exist in the lives of individuals today?

· people have things in our life that have more influence on them than does Christ

· idols such as materialism, hobbies, sports, relationships

· selfishness – ignoring the needs of people around

· when people fight to have their own way

· refuse to be involved in the ministry and outreach of the church – too busy

How does this carnality or worldliness show up in jealousy and quarreling within the context of the church?

· we fight to have our own way

· we ignore the needs being addressed by church ministries

· we don’t listen to or heed the direction of the Holy Spirit

· we have an unwillingness to submit to God's appointed leadership

· we replace our own wishes, wants, desires for God's direction

3.3 Role of Leaders

Listen the roles played by church workers.

1 Cor. 3:5-9 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe--as the Lord has assigned to each his task.  [6] I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.  [7] So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.  [8] The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labor.  [9] For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building.  

What roles are played by church workers?

· planting the seed

· watering the plants

What, then, causes the actual growth to take place?

· God makes things grow

So should church ministers and other Christian leaders be recognized more as servants or as masters?

	Servants
	Masters

	· minister to the flock

· plant the seed of the word

· cultivate, water the “plants”

· seek after that last sheep


	· appointed/elected leadership

· gives direction to the local church body (or regional organization)

· makes executive decisions for the whole body


( Ultimately responsible to our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ

What are some examples of what God can do in churches that no human leader can do?

· draw people to Himself

· change people’s lives

· give victory over habits and free from enslavement to sin

· heal bodies, minds, spirits

· give peace in the midst of chaos and suffering

· convict/convince people of sin, righteousness, judgment

Consider the concept of believers being “God's field” … what does God want to grow in your life?

· victory over sin

· fruit of the Spirit – Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  [23] gentleness and self-control. 

· a burden for the lost 

3.4  Foundation of Unity

Identify the foundation for the church’s unity.

1 Cor. 3:10-15 By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds.  [11] For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.  [12] If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw,  [13] his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work.  [14] If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward.  [15] If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.  

Paul said that he laid the foundation, other Christian workers built upon it … what/who is the foundation?

· Jesus Christ is the foundation

Paul mentions different kinds of building materials – what kinds of service or activities are or are not lasting?

	Wood, Hay, Straw
	Gold, Silver, Costly Stones

	· church activities done with wrong motivation

· sing, serve just to look good

· you take part so you can have good community standing

· you do it because it is expected of you
	· motivated by needs of others

· done in obedience and submission to God's Spirit

· no notion of notoriety 

· volunteer work, no desire for payback

· done because you love Jesus


3.5 Seriousness of Disunity

Listen for words that describe where the Holy Spirit lives.

1 Cor. 3:16-17 Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you?  [17] If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him; for God's temple is sacred, and you are that temple.  

What words does Paul use to describe where the Holy Spirit lives?

· you yourselves

· God's temple

· lives in you

· you are that temple

What is the implication of “you yourselves” being plural?

· it is true that the Holy Spirit lives/dwells within each individual believer 

· it is also true that He dwells within the group or body of believers – the Church

With that in mind, how should we interpret verse 17?

· it is disunity and divisions that will destroy God's temple, God's dwelling place, the church

· those who foster dissention (destruction) will, themselves, be destroyed

· “God's temple is sacred” and we should treat it as such when we are tempted to form factions to oppose and split it apart

· yes, we can disagree but we cannot allow those disagreements to split apart the “temple of God, ” the “Body of Christ”

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 There are always issues that threaten our church’s unity.  

· Instead of taking sides or rallying to an issue

· seek to promote harmony

· pray for wisdom and patience and peace

4.2 Consider the ways in which we tend to be worldly or carnal

· confess, repent

· seek to know God better, to grow into a closer relationship

· when we are closer to God, we are closer to each other and differences of opinion do not develop into divisions

4.3 Seek to demonstrate servanthood in your leadership roles

· Too often we want to use leadership roles to further our own agenda or our own opinions

· Use those roles to serve others, not to establish your own empire

4.4 Pray for unity within our church, within our denomination

· Pray that we will be united in or relationship with and dependence on Jesus

· Pray that our theological positions will be secondary to our love for the Lord

4.5 Remember that we are God's dwelling place – both as individuals and as a group

· Pray for peace and unity within

· Also pray for a united front against attacks from without
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