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Ministry in Natural Disaster



1. Motivate

What kinds of preparations do people make for potential natural disasters?

· stock up on food

· buy batteries for flashlights and radios

· get bottled water

· make sure to have enough of medical supplies

· a generator if lose electricity

· board up windows when hurricane coming

· evacuation plans (how to get out of building, how to leave town)

· extra firewood in case of cold weather, no heat

· candles, blankets, matches

2. Transition

Natural disasters of one sort or another come to all of us …

Today ( we will look at 

· how God can put our world back together in such times

· hw we can help others who experience natural disasters

3. Bible Study

3.1 Disaster Strikes

Listen for the kind of and name of the natural disaster that Paul experienced.

Acts 27:14-20 Before very long, a wind of hurricane force, called the "northeaster," swept down from the island.  [20] When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days and the storm continued raging, we finally gave up all hope of being saved.  

What words were used to describe the natural disaster?

· wind

· hurricane force

· “northeaster”

· many days duration

· storm raged

· could not see sun or stars

Why would this be significant?

· they had no compass

· sun and stars were their only navigational aids

What words described their feelings and emotions?

· they had given up all hope of being saved

What is there about a storm or some other natural disaster that would cause you to lose all hope?

· seems like it will never end

· you are not able to sleep or eat and your emotional and mental capacity diminishes

· you know there is no way to let anyone else know your plight and bring help

· you just see no logical way you will escape without either death or severe injury

What are some other kinds of emotions besides hopelessness that you would experience (or have experienced)?

· despair

· sorrow

· regret

· anger

· terror

· dread

· horror

· panic

· apprehension

Natural disasters of one sort or another come along in our lives … when they do …

( Certainly you are in need of what Paul is next able to offer to his fellow sufferers.

3.2 Encouragement Given

Listen for good news and bad news.

Acts 27:22-25 But now I urge you to keep up your courage, because not one of you will be lost; only the ship will be destroyed.  [23] Last night an angel of the God whose I am and whom I serve stood beside me  [24] and said, 'Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand trial before Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lives of all who sail with you.'  [25] So keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will happen just as he told me.  

	What is the good news?
	What is the bad news?

	· not one of you will be lost (die)

· the angel says not to be afraid

· Paul will make it to Rome
	· the ship will be destroyed

· in the process there will be inconvenience and discomfort


What happened that Paul was able to offer encouragement?

· an angle/messenger of God came and appeared to Paul

· he told Paul not to be afraid 

· Paul would make it to Rome

· God promises that everyone on board will survive

What motivated Paul to help and encourage the very people who were holding as captive?

· Paul had a concern for their spiritual and physical lives

· If they were rescued somehow, then he would be also

· Paul knew that God was at work in taking him to Rome and he wanted to see that happen

· at this point they were all so scared and sea-sick that everyone may well have lost all concern about any guard-prisoner relationship

· survival is the main thing on everyone’s mind

What had to be true in Paul’s life so that he was able to offer encouragement in the midst of a dangerous situation?

· daily walk with the Lord

· sensitive to God speaking to him

· a daily trusting of God, daily telling God that he is entrusting all the events of the day into His hands

· being totally convinced of God's power, authority, and love for him

· being in the center of God's will, submissive to God, obedient

3.3 Physical Needs Attended

Listen for specific physical needs of the passengers and crew.

Acts 27:33-36 Just before dawn Paul urged them all to eat. "For the last fourteen days," he said, "you have been in constant suspense and have gone without food--you haven't eaten anything.  [34] Now I urge you to take some food. You need it to survive. Not one of you will lose a single hair from his head."  [35] After he said this, he took some bread and gave thanks to God in front of them all. Then he broke it and began to eat.  [36] They were all encouraged and ate some food themselves.  

What physical and emotional needs do you see in the passage

· gone without (much if any) food for 14 days

· been in constant suspense

· didn’t sleep much (he says this before dawn)

· they needed food to survive

· somehow, getting some nourishment also encouraged them

What relationship does providing with physical needs have to do with helping their spiritual needs?

· if you are starving, you cannot listen much to spiritual truth, no matter how eloquent

· if you are tired and soaking wet and cold, spiritual problems are not at the top of the list of your concerns

· someone said that a growling stomach can be so loud that a person cannot hear the gospel message

How did Paul then meet their spiritual needs?

· lead them in prayer, giving thanks for the nourishment

· encourage them that God would protect them

· point them to their ultimate protector in the midst of a natural disaster

Why do believers sometimes remain silent about their faith as they help others in disaster situations?

· we are afraid

· we think they might not want to hear a witness in the midst of what is happening

· we don’t want to say the wrong thing and make them feel worse

When has someone else’s faith in God been an encouragement to you when you faced a crisis?

· prayer-grams received

· assurance of their prayers

· sometimes a simple truth from God's Word that they quote

· a reminder of God's love, God's power to work

3.4 Kindness Shown

Listen for who it was that showed kindness.

Acts 28:2, 7 -10 The islanders showed us unusual kindness. They built a fire and welcomed us all because it was raining and cold.  … [7] There was an estate nearby that belonged to Publius, the chief official of the island. He welcomed us to his home and for three days entertained us hospitably.   [8] His father was sick in bed, suffering from fever and dysentery. Paul went in to see him and, after prayer, placed his hands on him and healed him.  [9] When this had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and were cured.  [10] They honored us in many ways and when we were ready to sail, they furnished us with the supplies we needed.  

How did the people of the island of Malta help the people from the ship?

· built a fire to warm them and dry them off

· put them up in their homes

· honored the people in many ways

· furnished them with supplies needed

How would you explain the motivation behind the islanders’ displays of kindness?

· natural human desire to help someone else who is in trouble

· God places in our hearts and consciousnesses the motivation to help one another

· they were used to the unforgiving nature of storms on the sea and realized that it could have been them having the same problems

· they had empathy and compassion

What do believers have to offer in times of natural disaster that is over and above any physical help they might provide?

· the gospel message

· the realization of the spiritual disaster that people face if they don’t know Jesus

· the reality of a deeper need than current physical needs 

What then did Paul do after everyone was safely ashore?

· Paul ministered to the physical needs of the family of the chief official

· prayed for and saw the man’s father healed of dysentery

· many others were brought to Paul for healing

· in the midst of his own personal tragedy, Paul was still able to offer help to others

Which is more important to offer people who are facing loss in times of natural disaster – physical help or spiritual help?  Why?

· I feel strongly both ways!!

· both are needed

· physical help first, then spiritual help

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Think about the natural disasters you have experienced … how did you respond when the disaster struck, how did you feel?

· remember that others who might be suffering are feeling much the same way

· see them with the empathy that your own experiences provides

4.2. Think what encouraged you when you were in the midst of a natural disaster.  

· offer the same kind of encouragement that was a help to you

· send prayer-grams

· remind them of God's presence and love, even in the midst of tragedy

4.3 What are some practical ways you can help those who are suffering in natural disaster

· sending food and water and clothes

· going to help with clean up and rebuilding

· even financial help

· opening your home to someone who has lost theirs

4.4 The world sometimes puts the church to shame with kindness and help to people in need.

· be involved in this kind of outreach

· if they receive help, people are often wide open to the gospel message
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