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Loving Obedience

1. Motivate

How do the people you love (whether close friends, spouse, or family members) know that you love them?
· what you say to them

· how you say it to them

· if your actions then match your words

· you make them feel important

· you do what is best for them

· timing … say the right thing at the right time

· always be careful when your spouse asks “do I look OK in this outfit”  !!!

· considerate treatment, fairness, kindness, understanding

2. Transition

Today ( we look at how we can show that we truly love Jesus.
We find that obedience and a life of fruitfulness have much to do with our love for the Lord
3. Bible Study

3.1 Love One Another
Listen for who loves whom in this passage.
John 13:34-35 (NIV)  "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. [35] By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." 

Jesus previously confirmed this statement of the teacher of the law,  'Love your neighbor as yourself.'  who quoted the Law.  So what was new about this command?  

· demonstrated just before this by His washing of their feet

· we are to love as Jesus loves

· it will be an indication of being a disciple of Jesus

What does it mean for you to love people as Jesus has loved them?

· implies the agape love

· means we will love someone without expectation of reciprocity

· the love will be unconditional

· the love will seek the best for the other person

· we will love even if we are not loved back

· we are even willing to give of our lives if necessary (Jesus did!)

How is love a sign that someone is a disciple of Christ?
· it is a reflection of what Jesus did (and still does)
· we can only love that way through the power of God’s Spirit within us

· it is significantly different from the way that the world relates to one another
· it is the members of Body of Christ (the Church) ministering to one another

How is the church affected when believers do not act in love with one another, when the world sees Christians bickering and backbiting?
· church loses its testimony

· the world is convinced we are no different than they are

· they see us as hypocrites

· good talk but no walk

· they disregard any witness we may seek to give
· when we invite them to church, they don’t want to be around that kind of aggravation

Why is it hard to show Jesus’ love to different kinds of individuals?

· because, like the question says, they are different from us
· they have character traits that we dislike 

· we disagree with them about ______ (politics, worship styles, sports, etc.)

· they act weird (define it however you want to!)

· they are too old fashioned/new fangled in the way they do things

· they talk too much (not enough)

· bad breath, BO, sing off key, clack their dentures

How will people we encounter daily know we are Jesus’ followers?

· give them a smile, not a grumpy face

· a pleasant response

· without being gushy or insincere, pass along a kind word 
· go out of your way to offer people a helping hand

· encourage them when they are down

· show interest in them by listening

3.2 Keep  God’s Commands
Listen for characteristics of the believer who truly loves Jesus.
John 14:15 (NIV)  "If you love me, you will obey what I command … [21]Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him." [22] Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, "But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?" [23] Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. [24] He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. 

What does Jesus say about the believer who loves Him?
· obey His commands

· will be loved by the Father

· Jesus reveals Himself to the one who loves Him

· obey Jesus’ teachings

· you have an ongoing relationship with God the Father and God the Son

Do you notice that Jesus repeats Himself in this passage (and elsewhere)?  Why do you think he does this?

· for emphasis

· we need to hear something multiple times for it to sink in

· we might miss it on the first go-round

· He phrases it a bit different each time … it helps us to understand it more fully

· this is really important Truth, it is imperative that we get it

OK … so this is important Truth.  Why does Jesus reveal Himself to those who obey Him?

· obedience demonstrates our love for Him

· revelation comes to those who truly love Him

· obedience is the result of our love, God’s revelation is the response to the love

· we don’t get Jesus to love us by obeying a bunch of rules

· we develop, enrich our relationship with Him due to our love for Him (as demonstrated by the obedience)
In conversation with someone, they quote verse 21, “Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.”  and tell you their belief that they have to love God before God would love them.
How do you respond to this misunderstanding?

· God loves us no matter what we do

· Jesus died for us whether we love Him or not

· Note Romans 5:8 (NIV)  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

· We cannot do anything that causes God to love us more nor to love us less.

· actually the passage has more to do with an ongoing relationship, a growing revelation of Who God is and what He wants to do in our lives

Just how does God reveal Himself to us?

· the glories of creation

· specific answers to specific prayers

· when you read Scripture, it becomes real, personal – it speaks specifically to my life today

· God interacts with the events of our lives … opening, closing doors and opportunities

· you are more at ease talking to Him, it seems more natural

· you sense more and more that He wants to hear from you, to speak to you

· in the midst of the trials that are a part of everyone’s life, God’s comforting presence is very real
Consider how it should make you feel to realize that the God of the universe wants a relationship with you …
· awe … surprise … gratefulness

· submission … dedication

3.3 Produce Fruit That Lasts
Listen for what purpose Jesus has chosen you.
John 15:9-16 (NIV)  "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. [10] If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. [11] I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. [12] My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. [13] Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. [14] You are my friends if you do what I command. [15] I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. [16] You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 

According to verse 11, what blessing will we receive if we truly love and obey?
· God’s joy is in you

· your joy is complete

In what ways does this happen?  How is God’s joy manifested in you?  How is it made complete?

· you have the assurance that He is in charge, even when life gets tough

· you experience His sufficiency to deal with all kinds of situations

· you are able to see God’s hand at work in your life in both good times and bad times

· you come to realize the difference between happiness and joy … you can have God’s joy, whether you are grieving or celebrating
· you learn more and more that loving obedience is the key to this joy

Note the contrasts Jesus makes between servants and friends (He calls us friends).

	Servants
	Friends

	· does not know his master’s business

· Jesus no longer calls us servants
	· great love demonstrated by laying down one’s life for a friend

· God’s friends do what He commands

· Jesus calls us friends

· Jesus made known all He learned from the Father to His friends


Do you remember as a child when they would choose up sides for a game … were you ever the last one chosen?  You weren’t even chosen, the person with last choice had to take you.   How did you feel?

· rejected

· not much self esteem
It says here that God chose us … to be His friends!  For what other purpose did God choose us?
· appointed you to go
· to bear fruit … lasting fruit

· Fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self control)

· fruit of spiritual harvest – new believers

4. Application
4.1 Consider the question, “What does it mean to love Jesus?”

· evaluate your love for Jesus

· how does it need to be changed based on what we have studied today?

· does it need to be revised or supplemented?

· take some time to write down what you will do to love Jesus this week

4.2 Look for ways in which God is revealing Himself to you this week

· what specific ways does God’s Word speak to the issues of your life?

· what glories of creation remind you of God’s creativity and power?

· make sure to thank God for revealing His power as He answers your prayers

4.3 God chose you to bear fruit

· consider which of the Fruit of the Spirit might be lacking in your life

· you cannot produce that fruit, only God can
· what might God want to be doing in your life to make it more fruitful?

· allow God to produce both better fruit and more fruit
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