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Look to God for Wisdom

1. Motivate

What are places our sources where people in our society and culture seek wisdom ?
· from the internet

· self help books

· hire a consultant

· from a psychic, a palm reader, a crystal ball gazer
· from the media

( All of these boil down to “find an expert”

How does an expert show or demonstrate him/herself wise?

· when they solve the problem

· when they are correct in their evaluation

· when they turn things around from going wrong to going right

2. Transition

People today are searching for answers to life’s problems and questions
· unfortunately they look in mostly the wrong places

( Today we look at the how Job seeks for the true source of wisdom … God
3. Bible Study

3.1 The Search for Wisdom
Listen for human limitations that Job mentions.
Job 28:12-14 (NIV)  "But where can wisdom be found? Where does understanding dwell?  [13] Man does not comprehend its worth; it cannot be found in the land of the living. [14] The deep says, 'It is not in me'; the sea says, 'It is not with me.' 

How does Job say that humans are limited?

· man does not understand the true worth of wisdom

· man cannot find true wisdom on his own

According to the passage, what had frustrated him in his search?

· he didn’t know where to look

· he had looked but had not found its source

· even if someone went far it couldn’t be found

· even if someone went deep in the ocean, it could not be found

· we cannot even put a value on it – if we knew where we could buy it

Why would Job be wanting or needing wisdom?

· to make sense of what had happened to him

· to try to understand the “why” of the events in his life

· to evaluate the advice given by his friends

· to be able to make value judgments about his own behavior and motivations
· he felt he was obviously lacking some bit of knowledge and insight concerning what had happened to him

· he wanted to be able to point out his friends’ folly

Why do you think Job sought wisdom rather than riches or power?

· he had already possessed both riches and power or influence

· those had been taken from him quickly and easily

· they did not really have the capability of satisfying him (since they were so easily lost)

· he wanted something more basic to life

What advice might that suggest to people in our culture and society?

· we work hard and sacrifice for material things – that’s not where life’s answers really are

· we scheme for power and influence but those are easily lost

· we need something (actually someone) who can give us true wisdom

· our time and effort would be better served searching to know God and obey Him

3.2 The Value of Wisdom
Listen for things that are considered valuable by human standards.
Job 28:15-19 (NIV)   It cannot be bought with the finest gold, nor can its price be weighed in silver. [16] It cannot be bought with the gold of Ophir, with precious onyx or sapphires.  [17] Neither gold nor crystal can compare with it,  nor can it be had for jewels of gold.  [18] Coral and jasper are not worthy of mention; the price of wisdom is beyond rubies.  [19] The topaz of Cush cannot compare with it; it cannot be bought with pure gold.

What things of earthly value does Job mention here?
· gold, silver

· precious onyx, sapphires

· crystal

· jewels, jasper, coral, rubies, topaz

Why are these things considered valuable?

· mostly intrinsic value … what people are willing to give

· some have usefulness (industrial diamonds)

· mostly the value of opinions of consumers (influenced by advertising)
Why do you think wisdom is worth more than these kinds of riches?

· its value is eternal

· contrast money and riches which cannot be taken with you into eternity

· “valuable” possessions can be taken from you, wisdom cannot

· Wisdom cannot be lost … 

· it cannot be bought with all of those riches

· applied (heeded) wisdom benefits us in every circumstance
Why do you think our culture does not value wise elders who have applied truth to life 
· to value someone else’s wisdom, you must admit that you, yourself lack that wisdom

· sagely advice from someone with life experience so often warns against youthful experimentation and “fun”

· we think that those old people don’t really know what life is about

· they didn’t have technology, cannot use it today – how wise could they really be?

· their wisdom does not fit today’s situations

Why do some people today tend to disregard any experience/wisdom/truth but their own?

· postmodern thinking … no such thing as “absolute truth”
(check out  http://www.hopecc.com/messages/J4NG/J4NG_postmodernism.html )

· what is “truth” for you need not necessarily be “truth” for me

· “truth for me” is whatever I decide it to be, based on my experience

· wisdom (truth) is what I decide it will be for me

How might we increase the perceived value of wisdom to people around us (family, friends, people at work)?
· live according to the Truth we claim to embrace

· apply God’s wisdom to our own lives

· apply God’s wisdom to how we treat our spouses, our children

· apply God’s wisdom in church ministries

· acquire or gain wisdom from regular Bible study

· if I truly value God’s wisdom as found in His Word, then it will show in my actions, my attitudes, my speech

3.3 The Source of Wisdom
Listen for a definition of wisdom as given by Job.
Job 28:23-28 (NIV)  God understands the way to it and he alone knows where it dwells, 

[24] for he views the ends of the earth and sees everything under the heavens.  [25] When he established the force of the wind and measured out the waters,  [26] when he made a decree for the rain and a path for the thunderstorm,  [27] then he looked at wisdom and appraised it; he confirmed it and tested it. [28] And he said to man, 'The fear of the Lord--that is wisdom, and to shun evil is understanding.' " 

First of all, what  descriptive words and phrases do you see about God?
· God has understanding 

· God sees all of the earth, all of creation

· God controls wind and rain and oceans and weather in general
· He is creator and sustainer of the universe

· God possesses wisdom … has confirmed it and tested it

· God is someone to be feared
Looking at these attributes or characteristics of God, why would they make Him someone you would want to ask for advice?

· you go to The Expert for advice … God

· He knows all the implications of the issue that concerns you

· He has the power to control things – He must know how everything works

· His wisdom is tested and confirmed … not just an opinion

· If He created us and the world we live, He knows how it all works … He can explain or give advice based on the reality of the way things are
What then was Job’s definition of wisdom?

( the fear of the Lord – that is wisdom
( rejecting evil – that is understanding
Consider that discovering this a process rather than a one time event in our lives.

· life is so diverse

· as we grow up and mature and go through life’s stages we need new kinds of wisdom all along the way (the length of life)

· at every stage of life there are a great variety of experiences and relationships (the breadth of life)
Job was suffering … how did Job (and how do we) “fear the Lord” during suffering?

· Job refused to “curse God and die”

· He was still so much in awe of who God was, that he would not defy God 

· we must be convinced of His power and love and sovereignty that we can depend on Him, even when circumstances include suffering

· we cannot blame God and declare that He is “not fair”

· life is not fair … but God is good … all the time!! 
Job talked about turning from evil … what kinds of evils must we choose to turn away from during suffering?

· blaming and then rejecting God

· sliding into rebellion

· regressing (backsliding) into sin, giving up a life of holiness

· giving in to “drowning our sorrows” in an drinking or eating binge (hide the chocolate!)
· taking our anger out on people around us

· lashing out at those who come to “comfort” us and end up being hurtful
4. Application
4.1 Consider all the activities that make up your day … 

· which of them show that you value wisdom?

· which of them show that you value something else more than wisdom?

· commit to finding more of God’s wisdom each day

· commit to practicing more of God’s wisdom each day

4.2 Think about the fact that the “fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom”

· ask God to show you the ways that you do not demonstrate fear of Him

· confess and repent of these actions and attitudes

· seek to know more about God that will cause you to be in fear/awe/reverence of Him

4.3 Consider that a problem with the search for wisdom is that we think it is something to have or to possess

· wisdom is something that is “done” or “performed” or “practiced”

· you become wise by doing the right thing … by applying God’s Word to life

A Prayer for Wisdom

	Almighty God, you know the perils that surround me, and how easy it would be for me to slip and fall. Give me the wisdom that I need to do your bidding, and avoid the snares that are set before me. 

My path is dark before me. Send your Holy Spirit to fill me with your light, and to guide me. 

Help me do your will, and to do what is best for me and those who depend on me. 

Grant me the grace of wisdom. Make me wise enough to choose truth over falsehood, that I may not be deceived to my own undoing, and to the harm of others. 

In Jesus' name. 

Amen.  

	A Prayer for Wisdom... A sample prayer from My Prayer Book.
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