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1. Motivate

A giant tidal wave is approaching your house.  You have 5 minutes to gather up your most precious treasures and jump in the car and escape.  Aside from your family members what precious household treasure will you rescue from destruction?

· pictures of family

· your favorite dishes

· your musical instrument (not a piano)

· your laptop computer

· your legal papers

· your full set of Craftsman tools

· great grandma’s quilt

2. Transition

In actuality, the many things we count as our treasures are easily gone forever

( Today we will look at what kinds of thing we should count as our treasures.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Heavenly Treasures

Listen for reasons not to amass treasures on earth.
Matthew 6:19-21 "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  [20] But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  [21] For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

Why should you not focus on storing up earthly treasures?

· moths will eat clothing

· rust and decay destroy tools, furniture

· thieves break in and steal things otherwise secured

· our earthly belongings are really not all that secure for the long term

What are examples of earthly treasures, heavenly treasures?

	Earthly
	Heavenly

	· money

· houses

· fancy electronics

· cars

· clothes

· sports equipment

· furnishings for our house
	· a life of integrity

· investments of time in God's work

· investments of any resources in the outreach of the Gospel

· ministry to needs of other people

· kindness done

· smiles planted

· praises to God


What is the nature of earthly versus heavenly treasures that makes one easily gone and the other eternal?

	Earthly
	Heavenly

	· material things which are subject to organic decay

· objects which can be lost, stolen
	· Attitudes and actions which positively affect people’s lives

· lives are eternal … our investment in lives will reap eternal rewards


Why are the heart and our treasures inseparable?

· we always do what we truly want/desire to do

· our heart will guide our will in making choices how to spend our resources

· the choices we make of our treasures are a barometer of our heart condition

· in mathematical terms, the treasures one  acquires are “a function of” (the result of) one’s heart’s desires

· it is a cause and effect relationship

What kinds of things can we do to make investments in heavenly treasure?

· give of resources to the work of God's Kingdom

· teaching Sunday School

· involvement in FAITH

· specific prayer support for missionaries, Christian ministries, family members

· modeling a godly life before children, grandchildren

Jesus is saying:

· priorities in our lives should be God-centered, not self centered

· earthly treasures/priorities fade away

· God-centered treasures are eternal
3.2 Undivided Loyalty

Listen for the problem of being a slave of two masters.
Matthew 6:22-24 "The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light.  [23] But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!  [24] "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.  

What different adjectives describe the two different kinds of eyes of the body? (check different translations)

· good, generous, single

( body full of light

· evil, stingy, bad

( “light” within you is great darkness
Just what is it that is dark when we have a selfish eye

· our life outlook

· our witness

· our attitudes

· shows lack of presence of light of God's Word applied to our lives

What happens to a person who tries to be loyal to more than one cause?

· end up confused

· try to satisfy both causes

· if those causes are in conflict, you end up being untruthful with yourself

· you could end up telling lies to each cause, trying to cover for yourself

· like the guy married to two different women with homes just 20 miles apart (he told each he was on the road a lot doing sales)

· in the end the person loses both relationships

How does this apply in our lives when we try to satisfy both God and our own selfish desires?
· neither one is satisfied

· self doesn’t like sacrificing to give to God

· God is not pleased when we withhold our resources for selfish purposes

· it is a totally unsatisfying experience

What can we do to make sure our “eyes” remain generous?

· make a choice not to focus so much on your own self

· ask God to give you a heart of concern for others

· don’t ignore the needs of others around you , staring you in the face

· note the life of someone whose priorities reflect total commitment to Christ and then model that person

· become involved in actively ministering to people less fortunate than yourself

· practical actions of ministry and helpfulness tends to prevent you from focusing on self, helps you focus on needs of others

( When a person has either a generous or a stingy spirit, it influences everything else in their life – affects even health!
3.3 Focused Priority

Listen for a human emotion that is mentioned six times in this passage.
Matthew 6:25-34 "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes?  [26] Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?  [27] Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?  [28] "And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin.  [29] Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these.  [30] If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?  [31] So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?'  [32] For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.  [33] But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.  [34] Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.  

According to Jesus, what are we not supposed to worry about?
· life
· what to eat

· what to drink

· your body

· what you will wear

List the examples from nature – members of God's creation that don’t worry.

· birds don’t plant, don’t harvest … God supplies

· wildflowers don’t spin thread, don’t make cloth … God clothes them beautifully

· worry does not increase our height nor lengthen our life

What happens to us when worry becomes a constant companion?

· affects health

· does not help the situation

· many things worried about never happen

· distracts us from dealing with the problem

· we don’t live by faith … we are not believing in God's sufficiency

What is the antidote to worry, according to this passage?
· seek first God's Kingdom/rule

· seek God's righteousness

· don’t worry about what might happen tomorrow 

· deal with today’s problems today, deal with tomorrow’s problems when they actually happen (if they happen)

Why do these methods of dealing with worry really work?

· you are focusing on God's rule in your life

· if God is in charge, he will provide needs, solve problems

· this is living by faith, not by taking life’s problems onto your own shoulders

· you realize that your own strengths and skills are not sufficient, God is the only one who is sufficient
· you realize God's love, God's power, God's authority is at work providing your needs, accomplishing His purposes for you

What kinds of things will be present in the life of someone who is seeking God's Kingdom, God's righteousness?

· prayer

· reading, heading God's Word

· priority given to ministering to others

· seeking God's will for your life

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Think about what your daily schedule says about your priorities … what about your checkbook?

· Ask God to help you evaluate how your time and your resources are being spent

· Look at the “treasures” that fill your life – what kind of commentary do they make?
· Look at how these priorities might be more centered on what God wants to do in your life and through your life

· How will you change your schedule or your spending in the coming days to make your investments heavenly, eternal?

4.2 Who is in charge of your life?

· do you try to serve multiple masters?

· make the choice to make God the only master

· Let God produce in you a generous spirit (eye) which will positively affect all of your life

· Make it a daily practice to submit to God's rule in your life, to surrender the whole day to His control

4.3 When the worries of all the tomorrows crowd into your head, stop and tell God

· try writing them down and setting them aside for God to handle
· Thank God for His sufficiency

· practice the antidote for worry … focusing on allowing God to rule in your life and allowing Him to produce His righteousness in  you
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