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Kingdom Evidence



1. Motivate

What are some good ways to tell if you are getting a good piece of produce in the grocery store or at a roadside stand?
· how it feels – firm, squishy, hard
· thump it (forehead sound –  not ripe, chest sound – just right, 
tummy sound – too ripe)

· press it where the stem is attached

· check if corn kernels pop with fingernail

· smell of it

· check the color

2. Transition

Jesus teaches that you should be able to observe evidence of someone who belongs to the Kingdom of God
· their lives will demonstrate a certain kind of results or fruit

· we sometimes need to be fruit inspectors in a spiritual sense

( Today we look for varying kinds of evidence that a person belongs to God's Kingdom
3. Bible Study

3.1 Enter the Narrow Gate

Listen for contrasts of different kinds of gates and roads.
Matthew 7:13-14 "Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.  [14] But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.  

What are advantages and disadvantages of the different kinds of gates and roads?

	
	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	Narrow Gate, Road
	· leads to life
	· hard to find

· hard to enter, narrow
· few find it

· a difficult road

	Wide Gate, Road
	· easy to enter, broad
· easy to find

· many find and enter
	· leads to destruction




Why is the narrow road tough to follow for people today?
· demands submission to God

· requires self-control (in contrast to broad way requirements)

· peer pressure

· world makes itself attractive

· requires intentionally showing love to others

What is there about the narrow gate and the narrow road that requires a long term view or perspective of life?

· requires self discipline now for delayed reward

· contrast to worldly wide way which offers immediate, short term gratification

· need to think with eternity’s values in mind

How do you develop that long term perspective?

· careful choice of what you fill your mind with (entertainment, news, etc.)

· fill your mind instead with Truth of God's Word

· make it a habit, a practice to invest your resources in God's Kingdom (outreach ministries, missions, spending time ministering to others)

3.2 Bear Good Fruit

Listen for ways to detect false prophets.
Matthew 7:15-20 "Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.  [16] By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?  [17] Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.  [18] A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit.  [19] Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  [20] Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.  

According to this passage, what are some characteristics of false prophets?
· come in sheep’s clothing

· inwardly are like ferocious wolves

· they are disguised to look harmless or good, but are really mean and nasty

· you should be able to spot them by absence of the Fruit of the Spirit and the presence of the fruit of the flesh.

What would be some examples of false prophets in our world?

· certain media (Radio/TV) preachers

· people who are in Christian ministry for the fame and fortune

· people who advocate liberal, non-biblical theologies

· “humanists” who want to reject the influence of God on our culture (through government, media, materialism)
· entertainment (movies, music, etc.) – live for the gusto, get your jollies NOW

How do you carefully evaluate “fruit” without judging (which Jesus warned against)?
· watch your attitude, don’t let it take on a condemning nature

· this is not a time for frequent put-downs (gossip) about the lack of spirituality of someone who doesn’t happen to get along with you

· remember that “fruit inspection” is for the purpose of discerning who might be a false prophet, not just rejecting someone you don’t like

Does “fruit” mean results of ministry or something else?

· results of ministry could be part of it

· probably refers more to what Paul would write about the “Fruit of the Spirit”

Recall Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  [23] gentleness and self-control. 
Contrast to Galatians 5:19-21 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery;  [20] idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions  [21] and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like 

Remember that these Fruit of the Spirit are qualities that are the result of being under the Kingdom/Rule of God

( When God is ruling in your life, these beautiful fruit are what will naturally be seen
3.3 Obey God's Will

Listen for who it is who will be allowed to enter the Kingdom of Heaven.
Matthew 7:21-23 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  [22] Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?'  [23] Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'  

What kinds of things will people claim before God who want to enter heaven?

· we called you “Lord”

· we prophesied in your name

· we drove out demons in your name

· we performed miracles in your name

According to this passage, why will they be denied?

· they did not do God's will

· God never knew them

· in reality, they were evildoers

Why is verse 21 not a works based salvation?

· passage also talks about God never knew them

· takes a personal relationship with God to enter heaven

· people who do have a personal relationship with God will allow Him to be Lord

· when Jesus is Lord in your life, you will be obedient
· again, your obedience is the result of your salvation, not the means
Consider what steps you should take if you know that obedience of God is not present in your life …

· confession

· repentance

· receiving forgiveness 

· declaring your submission to God, making Jesus Lord of your life

3.4 Build on the Solid Rock

Consider singing the children’s chorus, “The wise man built his house upon the rock …”
(don’t neglect the motions!)

Listen for the meaning of “the rock” in this passage.
Matthew 7:24-27 "Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.  [25] The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.  [26] But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.  [27] The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash."  

What does a wise man do?

· build house on the rock

· hear God's words

· put God's words into practice

If the rock is God's Word and its application, what are the winds, rain,  and floods?

· life trials

· tragedies

· job losses, financial setbacks

· health crises

· war, terrorism, persecution

· family relationship problems

· bad or unfortunate choices we make

What kinds of things are the “sand” upon which some folks build their lives?

· materialism

· fame and fortune

· gaining power

· acquiring more “toys”

· entertainment, having fun

Why don’t they stabilize our lives when we have those “storms?”

· they satisfy temporarily only

· nothing there can really help us during tough times
What is there about God's Word that provides a foundation which is unshakable?

· it is absolute Truth

· it is God's plan for our lives

· it tells of God's sufficiency, God's love, God's power, God's authority
What actions must we take to be building our life on God's words?
· you must read them to know them

· it must be a consistent, and ongoing habitual part of your life

· you must apply them to your life, to the situations you are in

· you must be communicating daily with God – telling Him your fears, your joys, your struggles, your thanksgiving and your praise

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Be aware of the “narrow gate” and “narrow road” choices you make this week

· the right choice is often a difficult choice

· base the choice on the principles of God's Word

4.2 Allow God to make you a “fruit producer”

· daily ask the Lord to produce the Fruit of the Spirit within your life

· watch for opportunities where God's strength within you produces love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.
4.3. Seek God's strength and wisdom to do God's will
· God will make His will evident to the believer who truly wants to do it

· Many things we know to be God's will … do them in His strength
4.4 Continue to build your life on the “Rock” of God's Truth

· read it

· heed it

· tell others about it

Note that the words of the children’s chorus say “build your life on the Lord Jesus Christ”


While this is a good admonition, it is not exactly what the verse says.
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