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If Your Money Could Talk

1. Motivate

Suppose you were given a lottery ticket and you won the 2 million dollar prize … what advice do you think you will receive for what to do with the money?
· make sure to give to the church

· I know a hot stock

· technology is the thing to invest in

· real estate is never a bad investment

· bury it in the back yard in a Mason jar

· spend it … it takes a long time to go through that much money

2. Transition

While most of us don’t have that much money
· how you spend the money you do have tells a great deal about you

Today ( we look at biblical principles of earning and using money well
3. Bible Study

3.1 Check Your Spiritual Balance Regularly
Listen for what might be better than having lots of money.
Proverbs 3:9-10 (NIV)   Honor the Lord with your wealth,  with the firstfruits of all your crops;   [10] then your barns will be filled to overflowing,  and your vats will brim over with new wine.  15:16-17 Better a little with the fear of the Lord  than great wealth with turmoil.   [17] Better a meal of vegetables where there is love  than a fattened calf with hatred.

What kinds of financial difficulties do people get themselves into in today’s world?
· too much credit card debt

· spend more than they make

· bad investments

What does the passage tell us about how to avoid these problems?

· honoring God ahead of yourself

· fear the Lord, stand in awe of His power, authority, love, blessing

· be satisfied with simple and basic things

How can our possessions, tithes and offerings honor the Lord?

· your attitude and priorities concerning material possessions can either honor or dishonor the Lord

· putting God first shows that priority

· we should use things (our stuff, material things) to do God’s work … not work just to get more stuff

What is the difference between giving to the Lord from the first portion of  your income rather than the last?
· tithe the gross amount of your pay, not the net (after deductions)

· tithe your pay, not how much is left over after bills are paid

· shows you trust God to live on the remaining 90%

· demonstrates faith

· for the people of Israel, tithing at the beginning of harvest showed they trusted God to bring in the rest of the crop

Consider the challenges faced by our children and grandchildren who must resist the trap of “great wealth” and go on to establish a home “where there is love.”  What role can we play in helping the maintain the proper balance?
· model good priorities with our money

· teach them at a young age to tithe – even their allowance

· let them participate in the offering

· have a family project of supporting some special missionary need

· pray lots – teach them the principles from Bible stories 

3.2 Never Fall in Love with $$
Listen for the result of paying too much attention on accumulation of wealth.
Proverbs 23:4-5 (NIV) Do not wear yourself out to get rich; have the wisdom to show restraint. [5] Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gone, for they will surely sprout wings and fly off to the sky like an eagle.  

If riches are fleeting as stated here, why do people strive so hard to acquire them?
· advertising tempts us, our own selfish desires tempt us

· we are fooled into thinking that “stuff” will satisfy

· we see examples of famous entertainers and sports stars with lots of stuff and we are jealous – we want the same thing

· we think riches imply power and authority, it is a status symbol

What is the difference between seeking financial responsibility and wearing one’s self out to get rich?
	Seek Financial Responsibility
	Wearing Yourself Out to Get Rich

	· there is balance
· it is not a consuming passion

· wise decisions are made

· sufficiency is enough

· you don’t have the attitude of always wanting just a little bit more
	· the word “workaholic” comes to mind
· you set aside important priorities in your life

· family often is neglected

· you have no time to enjoy God’s blessings


What evidences do we have that it is foolish to place our trust in material possessions?

· the stock market is notorious for ruining people financially

· look at Solomon’s writings of Ecclesiastes – “all is vanity”

· if we are honest with ourselves, we must admit how material things once gained, quickly fail to satisfy

How can adult parents discuss money matters with their children without coming across as nagging or overbearing?  Consider how you might rephrase the following proverbs as if you were teaching your children.

Proverbs  11:4  (NIV)  Wealth  is  worthless  in  the  day  of  wrath,  but  righteousness  delivers  from  death.  
· Money doesn’t help you solve the most important problems in life

· a right relationship with God is the most important thing

Proverbs  11:7  (NIV)  When  a  wicked  man  dies,  his  hope  perishes;  all  he  expected  from  his  power  comes  to  nothing.  
· financial power doesn’t mean much after you are gone

· your eternal destiny is much more important than lots of money

Proverbs 13:11 (KJV)  Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished: but he that gathereth by labor shall increase. 
· get rich quick schemes rarely pay off

· better to systematically save over the long term

Proverbs  28:22  (NIV)  A  stingy  man  is  eager  to  get  rich  and  is  unaware  that  poverty  awaits  him.   

· if all you focus on is getting rich, you can be easily blindsided by all kinds of ruin (and not just financial … emotional, family, health)
· lots of money cannot protect you from tragic life events like accidents, illness, or natural disaster 
3.3 Make Every Buck Honestly
Listen for how God wants us to go about earning money.
Proverbs 13:11 (NIV) Dishonest money dwindles away, but he who gathers money little by little makes it grow. Proverbs 16:11 (NIV) Honest scales and balances are from the Lord; all the weights in the bag are of his making.  

Why do you think money gained dishonestly dwindles away?
· if your foolish enough to acquire money dishonestly, you’ll probably not be a good steward – you’ll fritter it away

· you didn’t work for it so you don’t have a sense of it’s value

· your total attitude towards finances is wrong … how you get it, how you use it

What “accepted practices” even among Christians are actually methods of dishonest gain?

· not reporting all income on income taxes

· less-than-true insurance claims

· money saved by copying CDs, DVDs, and video games rather than purchasing them

· using someone else’s wireless internet connection without permission

What are some experiences you know about of how God has blessed honest business practices?
· someone who was kept out of trouble by taking the honest route, rather than going along with others who are being less than honest

· the person who did the right thing was entrusted with the promotion

· the person who refuses to cheat will usually sleep better, with a clearer conscience

3.4 Grow in Generosity
Listen for good things that result from being generous.
Proverbs  11:24-26  (NIV)  One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. [25] A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed. [26] People curse the man who hoards grain, but blessing crowns him who is willing to sell.  

Contrast the advantages of being generous with the curse of being stingy.

	Results of generosity
	Results of being stingy

	· you gain more than you give

· you prosper, you will be refreshed

· you receive blessings
	· come to poverty

· you get cursed by others

· you are not a popular person


In what ways can a person, business or church that gives generously be enriched?
· God prospers their efforts

· God protects them from many adverse events

· God gives joy and peace as they depend on Him (not their riches)

· they are a witness and an encouragement to others
· God’s name is lifted up … God is blessed

Why does having limited resources not excuse us from obeying God’s instructions about the use of our money ?

· no mention of generosity being only for the rich

· it is just as hard for a person at any level of prosperity to part with money (especially if they are new to the concept of tithing)

· you learn by being faithful with small amounts – then you are able to still be faithful as God prospers you
What does our generosity say to those who do not know Christ?

· we are not so self centered

· we demonstrate Christ’s love – we offer blessings with no expectation of reciprocity

· we are interested in them, in their needs – just like Christ is 

· when we then offer a gospel witness, they are more likely to listen

How does generous giving enrich the life of the believer?

· learn to trust God

· joy at seeing your efforts bring blessing to others

· ultimately, there is always joy at obeying God’s commands

4. Application
4.1 God may be speaking to you about your need to be generous with your time and your talents … not just your money
· look for ways to be involved in church ministries

· ask people in church administration if there are ways they might use your particular skills (be ready to catch them if they faint)

· consider giving of your time to pray specifically for the ministries of your church and missionaries supported by your church

4.2 Wearing yourself out to get rich will eventually destroy you
· Ask God to show you who/what truly is your first love … God or your possessions?

· Wealth is temporary, but a relationship with God is forever … pursue that relationship with Him

· Don’t forget the importance of your family relationships

4.3 Remember that the Lord blesses good, honest work
· Be sensitive to God’s Spirit when he guides you concerning certain kinds of choices you make with your finances

· This week remember that you are honoring the Lord when you work with honesty.

· Be aware that you do not want to sacrifice your character or integrity to gain wealth, now matter how much gain is involved
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