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If God Really Loves Me

1. Motivate

If you were single and someone were to select a spouse for you, whom would you trust to make the best choice?  
· friend

· brother/sister

· parent or grandparent

Why that person?

· they know you well

· they know what kind of person you need

· they might be more objective 

Why not that person?

· they are not subjective

· they do not know the real me
· they’ve got another agenda
2. Transition

Today ( we want to look at how God chose a spouse for one of His prophets!

· We will look at how God used that choice to teach His people about discipline

· We will apply it to God’s working in our lives (not to choose spouses) but to discipline those He loves
3. Bible Study

3.1 Love’s Discipline
What are some strange things you have heard someone claim God told them to do?

· sell their house

· quit their job

· buy a Buick

· move to Alaska (or wherever)

· marry a certain person (“God told me to marry you!”)
Listen for something strange that God told the prophet to do.
Hosea 1:2-9 (NIV)   When the Lord began to speak through Hosea, the Lord said to him, "Go, take to yourself an adulterous wife and children of unfaithfulness, because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in departing from the Lord." [3] So he married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son.     [4] Then the Lord said to Hosea, "Call him Jezreel, because I will soon punish the house of Jehu for the massacre at Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of Israel. [5] In that day I will break Israel's bow in the Valley of Jezreel."     [6] Gomer conceived again and gave birth to a daughter. Then the Lord said to Hosea, "Call her Lo-Ruhamah, for I will no longer show love to the house of Israel, that I should at all forgive them. [7] Yet I will show love to the house of Judah; and I will save them--not by bow, sword or battle, or by horses and horsemen, but by the Lord their God."  [8] After she had weaned Lo-Ruhamah, Gomer had another son. [9] Then the Lord said, "Call him Lo-Ammi, for you are not my people, and I am not your God. 

What clues do you find in the passage about why God told Hosea to do this strange thing.

· verse 2
· because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in departing from the Lord.

What were the names and the meaning of the names of the children?
	Names
	Meanings

	· Jezreel

· Lo-Ruhama

· Lo-Ammi
	· Israel will be defeated in this valley

· Not loved

· Not my People


Apparently the prophet had some visibility or notoriety and people observed this family … What would people think/do/say about children with these names

· ask why he named them so

· give him opportunity to preach/exhort the people, the leaders

· it would certainly generate a lot of talk!

In what  other ways does God sometimes speak to us through our family situations?
· teach us the wonder of His creation in seeing children and grandchildren grow up from babies to mature adults

· teach us patience through family situations

· teach us to depend on God

· teach us lessons of faith … little children have very simple and real faith

How does God discipline His people today, to get them to return to Him?
· allows people to fail, learning to not trust themselves, trust in God

· allow people to suffer consequences or just desserts of their folly (health problems from overeating, substance abuse, promiscuity)
· when we see the results of our rebellion, we realize the reason for God’s rules or life principles

· sometimes we need our “cage to be rattled” just to get our attention, sometimes called a “wakeup call”

How do these kind of actions by God show His love for us …why is it not just God getting even or zapping us for our misdeeds?

· Consider Proverbs 13:24 (NLT)      If you refuse to discipline your children, it proves you don't love them; if you love your children, you will be prompt to discipline them. 

· God only disciplines those whom He loves

· if He didn’t care, he wouldn’t bother … just let us “stew in our own juices”

3.2 Love’s Promise
Listen for a contrast and a seeming contradiction between what we just read in verse 9 and in this following passage.

Hosea 1:10-11 (NIV)  "Yet the Israelites will be like the sand on the seashore, which cannot be measured or counted. In the place where it was said to them, 'You are not my people,' they will be called 'sons of the living God.' [11] The people of Judah and the people of Israel will be reunited, and they will appoint one leader and will come up out of the land, for great will be the day of Jezreel.

God had told them that they were not His people in verse 9 … what seems to contradict that declaration here?
· yet the Israelites will be like sand on the seashore

· they cannot be measured

· they cannot be counted

· they will be called sons of the Living God

What is the significance of the word “yet” at the start of verse 10 ?

· implies a contrast

· sort of like “but”

· what has been previously been said is “not my people”

· now He is saying they “will be” (future tense) uncountable, 

· they “will be called sons of the Living God”

What does this “yet” reveal about the character of God?

· God is righteous and just … sin must be judged

· God is loving and forgiving … he has accomplished redemption from sin

· God desires more to forgive and bless than He does to punish

· God works in people’s lives to bring them back to Himself
In what ways might God turn things around in people’s lives today and bless them, despite their disobedience?

· restore relationships

· return to better health

· emotional healing

· give a new start (job, family, finances)

· give a meaningful ministry

· able to tell others of God’s grace and mercy

3.3 Love’s Redemption
Listen for what God requires of His people for their lives to be turned around.
Hosea 3:1-5 (NIV)   The Lord said to me, "Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another and is an adulteress. Love her as the Lord loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes."  [2] So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer and a lethek of barley. [3] Then I told her, "You are to live with me many days; you must not be a prostitute or be intimate with any man, and I will live with you."  [4] For the Israelites will live many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred stones, without ephod or idol. [5] Afterward the Israelites will return and seek the Lord their God and David their king. They will come trembling to the Lord and to his blessings in the last days.

What did Hosea require of his wife?
· live with me for many days

· must not be a prostitute

· must not be intimate with any man 

· I will live with you

What would be required of God’s people for restoration to take place?

· live for many days without a king or prince

· no sacrifices or sacred stones or ephod
· no idol worship

· return and seek Jehovah and David their king

· come trembling to the Lord (come in fear and reverence) 

· then you will experience God’s blessings in the last days

What does this require on the part of people today for their lives to be turned around?

· repentance

· confession

· submission to God

· living according to the principles of God’s Word

We have studied in previous lessons that redemption is God paying a ransom (the blood of Jesus) to set us free from bondage to the penalty and power of sin. 

When God redeems us consider that  we are not always exempt from all the consequences of our sins?

· there are physical results of some of our sins … overindulgence, substance abuse, 

· possible financial losses, 

· some may even have prison sentences to serve

· emotional scars

· family relationships that may not be salvageable 

· there are situations like Humpty-Dumpty’s fall, that just cannot be put together again

( However … like the Israelites we can be reunited with God and get back on track with 

 Him

As a class, how could we intervene in someone else’s life to be a force of renewal, to help them be reunited with God?

· show love to them

· pray for them

· include them in our activities

· do not demonstrate a judgmental or critical attitude
· help them in tangible ways
· contact them, communicate with them (phone, letter, email, etc.)

4. Application
4.1 If you know of people who have fallen into a sinful lifestyle …

· pray for them faithfully

· keep in contact with them

· do not cut them off … always allow the opportunity to return

· pray with others about what proactive redemptive steps might be taken

4.2 Who might you know that has come to believe that God is disciplining him or her because of disobedience?

· offer encouragement

· offer support

· look up scriptures that you could share concerning God’s forgiveness and restoration available

4.3 Discuss amongst your family this week
· How has God demonstrated “tough love” in your lives?

· How have we responded to God’s intervention in these situations?

· How should we respond?

· What could we do to avoid God having to intervene in our lives with His loving discipline?
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