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I Will Obey God’s Commandments

1. Motivate

What are some things our society tends to value highly or even worship?

· our cars (and pickup trucks)

· sports heroes

· wealth, status

· power in business and/or politics

· entertainment personalities

· our electronic gadgets

· our hobbies (golf, fishing, crafting, cooking)

· (speaking of …) food

2. Transition

Today ( we look at what/Who is supposed to be Number One in our lives … as stated in the Ten Commandments
3. Bible Study

3.1 Called to A Special Relationship
Think of a contract you have made with someone or with some organization.  What were some of the requirements?
· make payments as specified

· communicate changes in status

· abide by rules of the contract

Recall that there were also promises made by the other party …

· benefits, services rendered

· fellowship  …  etc.

Listen for the requirements of the contract or covenant God establishes with the people.

Ex 19:4 You have seen what I did to the Egyptians and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to Me.  5 Now if you will listen to Me and carefully keep My covenant, you will be My own possession out of all the peoples, although all the earth is Mine, 6 and you will be My kingdom of priests and My holy nation.  These are the words that you are to say to the Israelites.” (HCSB)

What events of the past should the people of Israel consider as they anticipated the future?

· all the things God did to the Egyptians (their slave masters)

· God’s miraculous rescue of them from slavery

· how God brought them to Himself … “carried you on eagles’ wings”

What were the requirements of the covenant?
· listen to God

· carefully keep the covenant (the rules, the commandments)

What was God’s part or promise of the covenant?

· they would be God’s own possession out of all other peoples of the earth

· they would be a kingdom of priests

· they would be a holy (set apart) nation

Why do  you think God wanted Israel to be a holy (set apart) nation?  They did this in many ways down through the ages, separating themselves from gentiles.

· wanted them to be separate from the heathen practices around them

· did not want them to be involved in pagan worship like nearby nations

· they were to depend on Jehovah, the I AM, the God Who Is (contrasted with “them who ain’t”)

· they were not to depend on false gods

Recall that the duty of a priest is to represent God to the people and represent the people to God.   How would Israel do this as a nation?
· demonstrate Jehovah God’s dealings with men to other peoples

· show others how God wants people to live

· demonstrate God’s love to mankind

· eventually to be the channel through which the Messiah, the Savior would come into the world as a man … for all peoples

What difference would it have made had God not chosen a people to model His nature to the world?

· communicate through angels?

· make declarations with written messages in the clouds?

· would have been less personal

· they were a specific example or model of how God loves, provides, forgives, guides, disciplines, etc.

In what ways has this role been taken over by the church and by individual believers?

· the church has been given the Great Commission

· we are to communicate to all peoples the Good News of salvation

· the church (as a group and as individuals) is to be about the business of telling others who God is, what He is like, what He wants for them, how they can receive it

· we are to live lives of holiness (separateness)  in the midst of a pagan world

Consider that if we are listening to God carefully living to honor and please Him, then we will be

· separate from the world while still living in it

· representing Christ to the world … acting as priests in that way
3.2 Devoted to God Alone
Listen for how all of these commandments are “covered” by what Jesus called the Great Commandment, “love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, soul.”
Ex. 20:3 Do not have other gods besides Me.  4 Do not make an idol for yourself, whether in the shape of anything in the heavens above or on the earth below or in the waters under the earth.  5 You must not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the fathers’ sin, to the third and fourth [generations]* The bracketed text has been added for clarity. of those who hate Me,  6 but showing faithful love to a thousand [generations]* The bracketed text has been added for clarity. of those who love Me and keep My commands.  7 Do not misuse the name of the Lord your God, because the Lord will punish anyone who misuses His name.  8 Remember to dedicate the Sabbath day:  9 You are to labor six days and do all your work,  10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. You must not do any work—you, your son or daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the foreigner who is within your gates.  11 For the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and everything in them in six days; then He rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and declared it holy. (HCSB)

We mentioned at the beginning of the lesson things that our culture tends to worship.  What gives God the right to require our undivided worship?
· He is our creator, other things are created things

· He is sovereign, He can do as He pleases to do
· only He is righteous and just … only He does the right thing, He is unique in that way

· only He is worthy, only He has the worth to receive our accolades 

God commanded the Israelites to reject other gods, avoid idolatry and misuse of God’s name and to keep the Sabbath holy.  Why do you think God wants us to do the same things?

· we have the same temptations not to do these things

· they are basic issues of how we are to honor God

· again, Jesus’ declaration of the greatest commandment summarizes these specifications … these are all the ways that we show supreme love to Him

How can we avoid some of those idols which exist in our society?  How can we put our focus and highest priority on God?
· give up time we spend on things that tend to be idols

· set aside time to spend with God … reading His Word, talking to Him in prayer

· choose friends carefully … choose friends who also place high value on their relationship with God

Our culture has also changed in its view of honoring the Sabbath … how can we better use our day of rest to honor God?

· be sure to be involved in church and small group Bible study and fellowship

· attend a worship service with the goal of connecting with God, not being entertained

· if you don’t know the words or melody of the songs they sometimes sing, just focus on the meaning of the words … think about Jesus … 

· put church activities on a higher priority than trips to the lake or hustling out of church to get home in time for the big game on TV
3.3 Commanded to Live God’s Way
Listen for how this collection of commandments is different from the previous ones.
Ex. 20:12 Honor your father and your mother so that you may have a long life in the land that the Lord your God is giving you. 13 Do not murder.  14 Do not commit adultery.  15 Do not steal.  16 Do not give false testimony against your neighbor.  17 Do not covet your neighbor’s house. Do not covet your neighbor’s wife, his male or female slave, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor (HCSB)
Can you see the difference in direction of the two groups of commandments?
· first group deals with our relationship with God

· second group deals with our relationships to one another

Why do you think the second group was included?

· we live our physical lives with one another

· we need guidelines as to how best get along with each other

· we exist in multiple “dimensions” … 
vertical ( with God … horizontal ( with each other

Whether your parents are living or deceased, how can you honor them now?

· how you talk about them to the succeeding generations

· point out their good qualities

· thank God for the good things they did for you … despite any bad things that may have happened
· keep in communication with them

· declare your ongoing love

· help care for them as they become unable

The definition of “covet” is to wish, long, or crave for (something, especially the property of another person);  Why is it so bad? 

· can lead to other kinds of sins (theft, harm to others … remember Nabal’s garden and king Ahab?)

· shows a definite attitude of dissatisfaction with what God has provided

· this in turn shows a lack of faith that God’s sufficiency is not enough

· it can distract you from what God wants you to do and be

· causes you to squander your resources on things, not use them for the kingdom of God

What can a person do to oppose the temptation to covet?

· explicitly express to God your thanks for His provision

· like the song says, “count your many blessings”

· confess your feelings and desires to God … “Lord I keep wanting to have those things like _____ has, help me to be satisfied in knowing and trusting your love and faithfulness”
4. Application
 4.1 Consider the fact that we are not saved by the Law, but we are saved to obey it.

· the cause and effect relationship is reversed from our human experience
· knowing and loving Jesus will result in obeying His commands and principles

· daily thanksgiving for your salvation will help motivate you to serve Jesus in love

4.2 Consider some of the benefits of living according to God’s commandments

· it’s like abiding by the manufacturer’s manual

· the One who created us knows best how our lives should be lived

· careful care of the “temple” God has given us results in a more abundant and healthy life … physically and spiritually

4.3 As a devotional exercise …

· try stating each of the last five commands as positive directives

· write a description in positive terms as to how to and what some of the results will be
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