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I Will Follow God’s Leading

1. Motivate

What are some of the reasons that parents tell children to follow specific directions?
· they have more experience

· sometimes the sequence of what they must do is important (put on socks before shoes)

· parents have a plan that may not be evident or understandable by children

· children don’t see the consequences of the specific actions they will take
· parents have a lesson for their children to learn

· there is often a right and wrong way to accomplish something … children must learn this by seeing the right way and avoiding the wrong way
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2. Transition

Today ( we look at specific instructions and actions God specifies as part of his overall plan for His children

3. Bible Study

3.1 God Takes into Account Our Weaknesses
Listen for insight into God’s directions
Exodus 13:17-18 (NIV)  When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them on the road through the Philistine country, though that was shorter. For God said, "If they face war, they might change their minds and return to Egypt." [18] So God led the people around by the desert road toward the Red Sea. The Israelites went up out of Egypt armed for battle. 

Why might the Israelites have thought God’s directions were illogical?

· they were taking the long way to get there

· it was in the wrong direction

· there was even the barrier of the Red Sea that they would be backed up against

What were the reasons God gave for leading Israel to take the harder, longer route?
· they would have to face war

· they might change their minds

· they could decide to return to Egypt

What do you think was the emotional, physical, and spiritual state of the Israelites in these verses

· they were not ready to fight Philistines

· they were armed and in formation but were probably rag-tag as a military force

· they were recently freed slaves … glad to be out, but did not have a “take charge” way of thinking

· they had seen God work the miracles of the plagues, but probably were not understanding of God’s power, authority, plans for them

When are we in a weakened state, not so ready to face adversity?

· after or during an illness

· after going through a family or relationship crisis

· when you are a brand new believer

· when struggling with a bad habit or debilitating temptation

3.2 God Gives His Constant Presence
Listen for God’s means of giving direction to His people.
Exodus 13:20-22 (NIV)  After leaving Succoth they camped at Etham on the edge of the desert. [21] By day the Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night. [22] Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the people. 

How did God guide His people through the wilderness?  What were the advantages of this provision?
· daytime: a pillar of cloud

· nighttime: a pillar of fire

· shade by day

· light by night

· visible manifestation of God’s presence

· would give direction … when the pillar moved, they moved

( Consider that the rank and file, the people not in leadership and in direct communication with God would now all be aware of God’s presence …

If we cannot see God’s presence in such ways as the fire and the cloud, how do we know He is still there?

· the promises of God’s Word

· events that demonstrate His specific intervention in our lives

· God’s working within lives of people who become believers and are changed dramatically 

· God’s working in nature – natural revelation
Today, God’s Holy Spirit guides believers through the “wilderness” of our lives.  In what ways do you think this is better than  a pillar of cloud or fire?

· presence of God, Himself within every believer

· much more personal

· much more specific

· God’s power is at work within us … not just some sort of blanket “protection policy”

In what other ways does God give protection and direction to believers today?

· God’s Word has specific instructions and principles

· Godly advice from fellow believers 

· fellow believers also will uphold one another in prayer

· often times (more than we might realize) God’s angels are sent to protect us
3.3 God Fights for His People
Listen for advice given to the Israelites who were afraid.
Exodus 14:5-6 (NIV)  When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, Pharaoh and his officials changed their minds about them and said, "What have we done? We have let the Israelites go and have lost their services!" [6] So he had his chariot made ready and took his army with him. … 14:10 As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, marching after them. They were terrified and cried out to the Lord. … [13]  Moses answered the people, "Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. [14] The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still." 

Why were the Israelites afraid?
· Pharaoh was sending his armies after them

· they could see them approaching in the distance, even hear them

· they were up against the Red Sea … they couldn’t run any farther … not even a question of outrunning the Egyptians

What specific advice did Moses give?

· don’t b afraid

· stand firm

· you will see the deliverance of the Lord brought to you today

· the enemy you can see now approaching you will never see again
· the Lord will fight for you

· all you have to do is stand still!

When faced with adversity, why do we want to be doing something, not standing still?

· you feel like if you don’t help yourself, no one else will help you

· when it’s all over and you get clobbered, people will say, “Why didn’t you help yourself, there?”

· we believe that God gives us a certain amount of skill and smarts to do the right thing

· we might think this problem is too small for God (He’s not omniscient and able to see my problem)

· alternatively, we feel the problem is too big for God (He’s not omnipotent or wise enough to solve this magnitude of problem)
Why do you think God might choose this method to accomplish his purposes for His people?   Why put them in a helpless situation?
· they would be forced to totally depend on God

· the only way victory would happen would be that God accomplished it

· one of God’s purposes was to destroy a godless leader, Pharaoh

· if they fought and by chance won, they would forget that it was God who did it, they would pat themselves on the back and take the credit

(  Consider the fact that God may allow you to be in ah helpless situation for the same reasons

· the only way you win the battle is that God wins it for you

· you need to learn that lesson of standing still and letting God gain victory for you

3.4 God Guides Believers with Strength
Listen for words and phrases of this song that declare characteristics of God.
Exodus 14:31-15:2 (NIV)    And when the Israelites saw the great power the Lord displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared the Lord and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant. [15:1] Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord:    "I will sing to the Lord,  for he is highly exalted.  The horse and its rider he has hurled into the sea.  [2] The Lord is my strength and my song;  he has become my salvation.  He is my God, and I will praise him,   my father's God, and I will exalt him.  …[11]  "Who among the gods is like you, O Lord? Who is like you--  majestic in holiness,   awesome in glory,  working wonders?  [12] You stretched out your right hand  and the earth swallowed them.  [13] "In your unfailing love you will lead  the people you have redeemed.  In your strength you will guide them to your holy dwelling. 

What does the first verse say about how the people responded to what God had done?

· they feared the Lord

· they put their trust in Him

· they sang a song of praise to Him, about Him

In what sense does God want us to “fear” Him?

· respect

· reverence

· be in total awe, totally impressed

· believe Him, that what He says is true and real
· it is not cowering intimidation, rather humble recognition that He is God and I am not

What are some attributes of God that are sung about here to celebrate what God did?

· highly exalted

· He is my strength and song, my salvation

· no one is like Him … majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders

· unfailing love

· strong

· holy (separate)

How can we celebrate and remember the victories that God gives us?

· write it down

· share it with someone else

· have a spiritual birthday party

· if you feel creative, write a poem or make up a song (use the melody from a well known hymn)

Consider some of the past experiences that remind you today that God is your strength.

· a financial need was met

· a wayward family member returned to Jesus

· your child passed a tough test at school

( Tell Him your praise and worship.

4. Application
4.1 For the guidance you need right now …

· read God’s word for principles of how to act, what to do

· pray for the wisdom to make the decision before you

· pray for others facing important decisions also

4.2 Consider what happens when you have veered off God’s course …

· be assured that God welcomes His repentant children

· He is faithful to give you guidance and strength to return to His path

4.3 Know that God has a future for each one of His people
· that includes you
· He has a “dwelling place” for you 

· He will lead you through current situations to His plan for you
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