6/15/08
How to Stormproof Your Home

1. Motivate

What sort of people are envied in our society?

· rich
· influential (business, politics, wealth, powerful)

· sports heroes

· famous entertainers 

· people who get to pursue their dreams

· people who appear to have no problems

2. Transition

God says not to be envious certain types of people …
· Instead work to build a home situation based on His wisdom, 
· a home that is protected from the ungodly influences of our culture
3. Bible Study

3.1 Stay True
Listen for ways the author suggests we relate to our parents.
Proverbs 23:22-25 (NIV) Listen to your father, who gave you life, and do not despise your mother when she is old. [23] Buy the truth and do not sell it; get wisdom, discipline and understanding. [24] The father of a righteous man has great joy; he who has a wise son delights in him. [25] May your father and mother be glad; may she who gave you birth rejoice!
What emotions do you feel when your child or your grandchild or someone you mentored disrespects you or disregards what you tried to teach them?
· hurt

· upset

· sad

· angry

How do you feel when they do show respect and honor towards you?

· affirmed

· encouraged

· happy, rejoicing
· warm fuzzies

· delight

· full of joy
According to this passage how should a person relate to parents?

· listen
· don’t despise when they are elderly
What do you think the author meant, don’t “sell” truth, wisdom, understanding?

· don’t sell it short

· value it, it is so valuable you don’t want to let it go

· don’t discard it

· talk is cheap … real wisdom is worth something

· don’t waste opportunities to learn good stuff

How then, do you “buy” truth, wisdom, and understanding?

· pursue it, make a conscious effort to gain new understanding

· never quit learning

· study God’s Truth – it is an ever deepening source of wisdom to live by

· heed the lessons taught to you by parents, grandparents

What did you learn from  your parents about staying true to a godly heritage that you can pass on to others?

· the importance of daily quiet time

· honesty, integrity

· value opportunities to learn
· be fair with your kids – and love them lots

What can a person do who has no godly heritage  do to strengthen family life?

· observe good examples around you

· apply principles found in Bible lessons like this one

· learn what is the right thing to do and do it
3.2 Stay Pure
Listen for warnings about maintaining purity in a sex-saturated world.
Proverbs 23:26-28 (NIV)   My son, give me your heart and let your eyes keep to my ways,   [27] for a prostitute is a deep pit and a wayward wife is a narrow well.   [28] Like a bandit she lies in wait, and multiplies the unfaithful among men.  

How is sexual temptation today both similar to and different from that of your youth?
	Similar
	Different

	· we all still have the same basic appetites

· kids still talk dirty, tell dirty jokes

· the issues are often still the same, desire for immediate gratification
	· it is more out in the open

· it includes alternative life styles

· it is becoming more acceptable (TV programs and movies)

· abortion as a form of contraception


How is falling into sexual temptation similar or worse than a deep pit or a narrow well?

· you might not see it coming (though you should)

· the fall is quick and dangerous

· you cannot get out on your own

· you could drown or fall to your death

How can a person get out of this kind of deep pit or narrow well?

· help from others

· miraculous rescue by God

· better yet, stay away from it to start with

· have to want to get out

The passage starts with “Give me your heart” calling for close attention.  What kinds of words or phrases, what kinds of situations can we use to get our children’s attention for these kinds of conversations?
· listen up

· I want to share with you something very personal

· I love you (tell them often so they have no doubt)

· Dr. Dobson suggests a one-on-one weekend retreat, parent and child sometime before the child enters adolescence (he has resources Preparing for Adolescence: How to Survive the Coming Years of Change tape series.)
How does purity in parents’ (and grandparents) lives affect their kids?
· there’s no “do as I say, not as I do” which doesn’t work

· it’s more “do as I say and as I do” – you live what you preach

· they should know they have your support when they have a question or a problem in this area

3.3 Stay Clear
Listen for different kinds of problems and their source.
Proverbs 23:29-35 (NIV) Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has strife? Who has complaints? Who has needless bruises? Who has bloodshot eyes? [30] Those who linger over wine, who go to sample bowls of mixed wine. [31] Do not gaze at wine when it is red, when it sparkles in the cup, when it goes down smoothly! [32] In the end it bites like a snake and poisons like a viper. [33] Your eyes will see strange sights and your mind imagine confusing things. [34] You will be like one sleeping on the high seas, lying on top of the rigging. [35] "They hit me," you will say, "but I'm not hurt! They beat me, but I don't feel it! When will I wake up so I can find another drink?"  

What are the conditions the author asks about in his “who has” questions?
· woe

· sorrow

· strife

· complaints

· needless bruises

· bloodshot eyes

According to the passage, what causes these conditions?

· those who linger over wine

· those who sample bowls of mixed wine

· those who gaze at it’s beauty, it’s sparkle

What other affects does alcohol bring on?

· bites like a snake, poisons like a viper

· see strange sights, imagine confusing things

· numb the senses

· cause you only to want more

Who else is affected by alcoholism (or any substance abuse) besides the alcoholic?

· spouse, children

· parents, siblings

· fellow workers, business partners

How are these others affected by the person abusing alcohol or some other substance?
· physical, emotional abuse

· financial ruin

· broken marriages

· substandard work, even dangerous situations

· fatal accidents due to alcohol influence

3.4 Stay Wise
Listen for advice for the good foundation of a Christian home.
Proverbs 24:1-4 (NIV)   Do not envy wicked men, do not desire their company;  [2] for their hearts plot violence,  and their lips talk about making trouble.  [3] By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is established; [4] through knowledge its rooms are filled  with rare and beautiful treasures.  

According to the passage, why should we not envy wicked men?
· their hearts plot violence

· their lips talk about making trouble

How would these things jeopardize a godly home?

· violence (physical, emotional, verbal) destroys relationships

· talking about trouble (trash talk) against each other also destroys relationships

· wickedness in general tears down, it does not build up families

· involvement in violence and trouble even outside the home brings physical danger to the family

By contrast, what should go in the foundation of a godly home?

· wisdom

· understanding

result in rare and beautiful treasures

· knowledge

What kinds of things would be classified as rare and beautiful treasures in a godly home?
· children who follow Jesus

· a place where everyone feels secure (in contrast to the outside world)

· a place of peace (no yelling)

· good memories

· good conversation

· meals together

· doing family activities together (not everyone off in their own rooms all the time)

What kinds of things can we do to gain wisdom, understanding, and knowledge which is required for the “rare and beautiful treasures” we desire in our homes?

· pray lots

· as a parent or grandparent, make sure to demonstrate what you advocate 

· take (not just send) your kids to church each Sunday

· be actively involved in church ministries

· base your own attitudes and actions on your daily study of God’s Word

4. Application
4.1 Based on the passage and discussion, what’s the most important action you need to do this week to strengthen your home?
· prayer

· ask God to help you change the way you talk and act with your spouse, with your children

· seek God’s wisdom

4.2 Be on your guard against sexual temptation
· turn off the TV more often

· avoid web sites you know will have visual temptations

· avoid “friendships” which tempt you to devalue your family relationships

· require use of the internet by your children to be out in family areas, not behind closed doors

4.3 Be aware of the devastating effects of alcohol (or the abuse of other substances)
· know that you never become addicted to something you never start using

· pray for your children and grandchildren as they confront these issues

· have frank discussions with them

· promise to pick them up any where, any time if they find themselves in a situation where they are in danger because of substance abuse by those they are with
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