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How Much Does Sin Cost?

1. Motivate

What are some consequences of sin, even though that sin would be forgiven?

· lung problems from smoking

· heart problems from lack of exercise

· dysfunctional family due to unfaithfulness of a spouse

· an abused child becomes an abuser

· lingering feeling of guilt for someone who had an abortion

· a wreck caused by speeding or drinking

· must do jail time for a bank robbery

2. Transition

Today ( We will look at what God told Hosea about the “cost” of sin.
3. Bible Study

3.1The Reality of Sin
Listen for the consequences of what the people of Israel had done.
Hosea 4:1-3 (NIV)Hear the word of the Lord, you Israelites, because the Lord has a charge to bring against you who live in the land: "There is no faithfulness, no love, no acknowledgment of God in the land [2] There is only cursing, lying and murder, stealing and adultery; they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows bloodshed. [3] Because of this the land mourns, and all who live in it waste away; the beasts of the field and the birds of the air and the fish of the sea are dying.

First of all, what had they done?  What was God’s charge against them?

· no faithfulness

· no love

· no acknowledgement of God in the Land

· there is only cursing, lying, murder, stealing, adultery

· break all bounds

· escalating bloodshed

What do you think was meant about “no faithfulness”?

· cannot depend on someone’s word

· not able/willing to finish or complete what they promised

· instability

· disloyal

· untrue to what they say or claim
How is this a problem spiritually?

· prone to drift away from God

· cannot be depended on for responsibilities

· say one thing and do something opposite

How do we see “no acknowledgement of God in the Land”?

· entertainment that is ungodly

· sin is glamorized, made to look OK, acceptable, everyone does it

· taking life of unborn is lawful

· in some countries Christianity is banned

· terrorism committed in the name of God
· prayer removed from schools

· homosexuality is declared to be acceptable

· Christians declared to be narrow minded

· denial of absolute truth

Now … what did God say were the consequences of all these manifestations of sin?

· the land mourns

· everyone who lives in this sin languishes

· even the creatures of nature are affected … the environment shows signs of abuse
How do you see that we become desensitized to sin? 
· we hear and see some things so many times that we cease to become offended

· we laugh at the beer commercials (that are indeed really funny) and don’t even think about the folks whose lives are ruined

· dress and behavior becomes more and more decadent and we think little of it

· we see people in need and our hearts are not touched

· we are not concerned for the people around us that are going to hell without knowing Jesus
· skipping church is no big deal

· there seems to be no immediate consequence of some sins, so we think there will never be consequences

What kind of consequences happen for these kinds of things?  What can we expect to happen when we don’t repent and turn back to God?
· our children and grandchildren grow up condoning these things, because we do

· it is possible to become so blind to the problem of a particular issue, that we fall into the same trap

· abuse of tobacco or even overindulgence of food finally catches up with us and our health suffers

· we find it easier and easier to stay away from church – we end up missing out on the ministry to one another within the Body of Christ
3.2 Sin’s Consequences
Listen for what it was that destroyed God’s people.
Hosea 4:4-9 (NIV "But let no man bring a charge, let no man accuse another, for your people are like those who bring charges against a priest. [5] You stumble day and night, and the prophets stumble with you. So I will destroy your mother--  [6] my people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. "Because you have rejected knowledge,  I also reject you as my priests;  because you have ignored the law of your God, I also will ignore your children. [7] The more the priests increased,  the more they sinned against me;  they exchanged their Glory for something disgraceful. [8] They feed on the sins of my people and relish their wickedness. [9] And it will be: Like people, like priests. I will punish both of them for their ways and repay them for their deeds.

In what sense did God’s people “stumble”?

· stray from Truth

· fail God

· disobey

· fall into sin (some might have jumped)

How were the priests implicated in this indictment?
· the people lacked knowledge … must not have been taught 

· the priests ignored the law

· they sinned against God

· they exchanged Glory for something disgraceful

· they fed on the sins of the people (people brought sin offerings and the priests received portions of that for their food … the more people sinned, the more food they had)

· they relished their wickedness

Why should leaders carry an extra responsibility for the choices others make?
· they are supposed to be models

· they are supposed to lead people to do the right thing

· their position (leader) implies that they will make right choices, help the people to do the same

· then when they do not and the people follow them into sin it is because they have lead incorrectly

For whom are we leaders, even though we might not hold a church office or elected position?

· for our children and grandchildren

· for those in our neighborhood who hear how we talk, see how we treat our home and our children

· for people at work who know we make certain claims about Christianity

· for other young people in our church 

There is an old saying: Sow a deed, reap a habit. Sow a habit, reap a character.  Sow a character, read a destiny.  W form our habits … then our habits form us.
Hosea referenced our ways … patterns of behavior



     our deeds … referring to actions

( Individual actions (even though slight) can through repetition make us or break us

What are good and bad/evil deeds that lead to good and habits?

	Good Deeds / Actions
	Good Ways / Habits

	· regular quiet time

· kind words to others

· regular church attendance
	· trust God first, not human help

· quick to encourage, smile

· children learn importance of worship

	Evil Deeds / Actions
	Evil Ways / Habits

	· cheat on taxes

· occasional swear word

· peek at a porn web site
	· habitual cheating of others

· foul mouth

· addicted to porn


3.3 Searching for Healing
Listen for what God threatened to do to Ephraim and Judah.
Hosea 5:13-15 NIV "When Ephraim saw his sickness,  and Judah his sores, then Ephraim turned to Assyria,  and sent to the great king for help. But he is not able to cure you, not able to heal your sores. [14] For I will be like a lion to Ephraim,  like a great lion to Judah. I will tear them to pieces and go away;  I will carry them off, with no one to rescue them. [15] Then I will go back to my place until they admit their guilt.  And they will seek my face; in their misery they will earnestly seek me." 

What did the Israelites (Ephraim and Judah) do to solve their problems?

· turned to Assyria

· asked that great king for help

· But … he would not be able to cure or heal

To what other sources of help instead of the Lord to people turn to today to heal their “wounds”?

· alcohol, other substance abuse

· illicit relationships

· amassing more material possessions

· gaining power, influence

So what did God threaten to do as a result of their misplaced faith?

· he would be like a lion

· he would “tear them to pieces and go away”

· he would carry them off with no one to rescue them

· he would stay away until they admitted their guilt

What was the eventual goal of this treatment, this discipline?

· repentance, confession

· seeking God’s face

· they would be so miserable that they earnestly seek God

4. Application
4.1 When we are aware of sin in our lives, consider the steps should we take to restore our relationship with God?

· confess that sin … agree with God that it is sin … it is wrong

· repent o f that sinful act … turn away from it, turn to following and obeying God

· receive God’s forgiveness in faith  

· 1 John 1:9 (NLT)    But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us and to cleanse us from every wrong. 

· Receive God’s power to defeat the temptation for that sin the next time we are confronted by it

· Romans 6:12-14 (NLT)   Do not let sin control the way you live; do not give in to its lustful desires. [13] Do not let any part of your body become a tool of wickedness, to be used for sinning. Instead, give yourselves completely to God since you have been given new life. And use your whole body as a tool to do what is right for the glory of God. [14] Sin is no longer your master, for you are no longer subject to the law, which enslaves you to sin. Instead, you are free by God's grace.
4.2 Consider the following Sin Acronym

S – Separates us from God

I – Injures both self and others

N – Numbs us to wrong

( Resolve to heed this warning in the coming year … avoid the plight the Israelites found themselves in
4.3 Pray for our church … pray for our community … for our nation

· a society is in trouble if its people lack faithfulness, mercy, and God

· absence of these essentials leads to sins of commission that directly violate God’s Commands

· be aware that human sin curses the rest of God’s creation
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