7/27/08
How Heavenly Is Heaven?

1. Motivate

What is the most beautiful city you have ever visited?  Why?
· Paris


- monuments, scenes

· London


- historical places, shopping

· Dallas


- a mix of modern with the old West

· Atlanta


- a mix of modern with the old South

· Washington DC

- monuments, museums, government buildings

· Singapore


- so clean, the “Pearl of the Orient”

· your own hometown
- happy to come back to when you’ve been away

2. Transition
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Heaven will be the most beautiful city ever.   

· Today we look at how and why … 

· we also hope to ban the common perceptions about sitting around on the clouds dressed in white robes playing harps
3. Bible Study

3.1 New
Listen for things that will not be in heaven.
Rev. 21:1-5 (NIV)  Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. [2] I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. [4] He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." [5] He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true." 

What does the voice from the throne say in verse 3?
· now the dwelling of God is with men

· He will live with them

· They will be His people

· God Himself will be with them and be their God

Why was there a need for a new heaven, a new earth?
· the first heaven and earth had passed away

· there was no longer any sea

What are implications for us that our present earth will pass away?

· as much as we enjoy our present surroundings, they are only temporary

· don’t spend so much of your resources gathering earthly “stuff”

· spend more resources on things that are eternal

· there’s lots of things we won’t miss (sinful influence, decay, …)

What things are missing in heaven?

· no tears

· no death

· no crying

· no pain

· no mourning

What do you think it will be like living without fear, pain, grief, or death?

· wonderful

· exciting

· a relief

· energizing (not energy draining)

Certainly it is appropriate to grieve for suffering and for loss of loved ones we experience in this life

( but we will be spared this in heaven
What kinds of things do you think will be good about “the dwelling of God is with men,” that is, God dwelling directly with you?

· instant access

· a more personal relationship

· implies the non-presence of sin and its effects

· don’t have to go to a place to “be with” God

· in a sense, no more need for faith … God’s presence will be almost a “perceptible” reality

How can this vision of heaven have a positive effect on your attitudes and actions regarding health and relationship issues?

· our struggles are temporary

· we can be assured of the “light at the end of the tunnel”

· the results of the curse of sin will not last forever

· we can be assured of the restoration of a new and whole body

· issues between us and others will be resolved – our sinful inclinations will not be present in our hearts and minds

How should we handle these things until we do experience heaven?

· tell God your pain and sorrows

· trust Him to carry you through the tough times

· lean on Him for the strength

· as members of the Body of Christ, support one another in times of need with practical help

3.2 Glorious
This time listen for things that will be in heaven.
Rev. 21:22-27 (NIV)  I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. [23] The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. [24] The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. [25] On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. [26] The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. [27] Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

Let’s make two columns, listing things that are absent and things that are present in heaven according to this passage.
	Absent
	Present

	· no sanctuary

· no sun, no moon

· no closed city gates

· no night

· nothing impure (profane)

· people who are shameful, deceitful
	· Lord God Almighty, the Lamb (these are the sanctuary)

· God’s glory to illuminate

· the lamp is the Lamb

· glory and honor of the nations brought to the city

· only people whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life


What is the significance of the open city gates?

· no enemies to attack

· safety

· only people present are God’s children

· we will have places to go and return trips – going and coming

· no sitting around on clouds with harps here

We teach children that the church is God’s House (and often think of it the same way ourselves).  What can you do to ready yourself for this “everywhere presence” of God in the city of heaven?
· practice experiencing God’s presence everywhere today
· talk to God often … tell Him your thoughts, your worries, your observations, your joys

· listen to what He has to say to you as you read His Word

· meditate on His words often – scripture, hymns, worship songs

· fill your minds less with the world’s thoughts and opinions and more with God’s 

Think about the nations or people groups being a part of heaven.  What will each bring to heaven?

· their own cultural ways to praise God 

· different kinds of music

· different kinds of instruments

· different styles of worship 

· their own unique perspectives of God’s greatness, power, authority, love

· their own insights into nature, science, the creation

What glory and honor do you hope or anticipate bringing before God?
· musical worship

· kindness and ministries done in God’s name
· children and grandchildren raised to praise and serve Him

3.3 Joyful
Listen for unusual sights John records.
Rev. 22:1-5 (NIV) Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb [2] down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. [3] No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. [4] They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. [5] There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever. 

Think of these glimpses of heaven as a peek between the curtains of a stage play before it starts.  What unusual things is John able to see?
· a river flowing from the throne of God and the Lamb

· a tree that bears twelve crops of fruit (different each month)

· the leaves that heal the nations

· possible to see the face of God

· names on foreheads of His servants

· again, no need for sun or artificial lights, God’s presence is the source of “light”

Actually we sometimes hesitate about going to heaven … for the most part we enjoy our kids, grandkids, even (sometimes) our jobs.  Consider that it is OK to like certain aspects of our lives here on earth.
· God blesses us in this life
· we enjoy God’s blessings in a variety of ways

· God designed us (normally) to preserve the lives He has given us

· sometimes things that are known we perceive as  preferable to the unknown

What are ways you can honor God whether you are still on earth or when you get to heaven?

· thank Him often

· participate in both corporate and individual worship

· pay attention to what He says

· be obedient and submissive to His direction in your life

· minister to others as God’s instrument

What does this passage say about how we are “connected” with God?

( we will see Him face to face

How do you think knowing this might help you when you sometimes feel far away from God in the here and now?

· these are just feelings
· the sin that would cause this feeling will be gone when we are in heaven

· we won’t have to struggle with these sins nor these feelings when we get to heaven
4. Application
4.1 As a devotional exercise, list the joys you are most looking forward to in heaven
· What joys?

· What kinds of relief?

· How do you anticipate being involved in praise?

4.2 Find the words to the hymn, “When We All Get to Heaven”
· They are at http://www.hymnsite.com/lyrics/umh701.sht or find them in a hymn book you may own (don’t “borrow” one from a church pew).
· Sing them together as a family and discuss what the words mean

· Meditate on the reality of being with Jesus in Heaven

4.3 Who do you know who is not headed for heaven?
· Pray for their salvation.

· Witness to them about the reality of eternity and where they will spend it

· Pray also for ministries around the world that communicate these wonderful truths.
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