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Honor God

1. Motivate

What are some different ways people respond when things don’t go their way?
· yell and scream

· they get even 

· they scheme to get their own way

· they clam up and give you the silent treatment

· some people just go with the flow

· you get pointed comments from them

2. Transition

We all have conflict situations … God wants us to please and honor Him,  even during these times
( Today we look at ways we can do just that, honor God even when we are in conflict
3. Bible Study

3.1 Imitate Christ
You may know someone who admired Elvis Presley or some other popular singer … how did they show their admiration by imitating him?

· dress the same

· comb their hair the same

· play and sing his songs

· collect his albums, his movies

· imitate his gestures, his mannerisms, his speech 

Listen for what Paul says about how we are to imitate Christ.
Philip. 2:1-8 (NIV)   If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, [2] then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. [3] Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. [4] Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.   [5] Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:    [6] Who, being in very nature God,  did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,   [7] but made himself nothing,  taking the very nature of a servant,  being made in human likeness.   [8] And being found in appearance as a man,  he humbled himself  and became obedient to death--  even death on a cross!  

In what ways do we demonstrate like-mindedness with Christ?
· same love

· being one  in spirit and purpose

· don’t act out of selfish ambition nor vain conceit

· act in humility

· don’t be so self focused, be interested in others

List the attitudes demonstrated by Christ and note the parallels to the attitudes Paul suggests.

· didn’t grasp at equality with God, his deity

· made himself nothing

· took the nature of a servant

· became human, appeared as a man

· obedient to death, even death on a cross

What four blessings from the Lord should motivate us to be like-minded with Paul, to imitate Christ?

· encouragement from being united with Christ

· comfort from Christ’s love

· fellowship with the Spirit of God

· tenderness and compassion

How will being more Christ like affect our interactions with other people?

· less conflict

· people are attracted to the Gospel message

· we will be less offensive

· the Body of Christ, the Church fulfills its purpose, to minister to one another

· we probably find it easier to live with ourselves

3.2 Agree In the Lord
Listen for a personal appeal Paul makes.
Philip. 4:2-3 (NIV)   I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to agree with each other in the Lord. [3] Yes, and I ask you, loyal yokefellow, help these women who have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life. 

What does Paul request from Euodia [yoo OH dih uh] and Syntyche [SIN tih kee]
· agree with each other
· agree in the Lord

What does the passage suggest about their past involvement in the church?

· they worked with Paul in the cause of the Gospel

· they worked with Clement and others

· Paul was assured their names were in the book of life

How is the gospel hindered when two or more believers have an unresolved conflict?

· uses up their time and energies which would be better spent on ministries

· it is a bad testimony

· the world sees nothing to attract them to fellowship with Christ

· they appear as hypocrites, saying one thing, living another

· the gospel doesn’t seem like good news any more, it’s just the same old blather

Consider the significance of finding common ground in conflict …
· you find something both parties can agree on

· you build on that agreement to find additional related concepts that you can agree on

· you maximize what you can agree on and attempt to minimize issues where you disagree

· you agree to disagree on these lesser issues and unite on basic common ground

Paul says they should agree with each other in the Lord.  In what way is this common ground and why is it important?

· both ladies were believers

· they had worked together for the cause of the Gospel

· this is most basic and most important

· they could agree on the fact that Christ had died for their sins and they were now forgiven

· other personal disagreements should pale in contrast to the miracle of our new life in Christ

3.3 Trust in God
Listen for what Paul encouraged the Philippian congregation to do. 
Philip. 4:4-7 (NIV)  Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! [5] Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. [6] Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. [7] And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Paul was writing from a jail cell.  What kinds of things could he have communicated?

· I don’t deserve to be here

· it’s cold, stinky, totally unpleasant

· curses on those who put me here (may the fleas of a thousand camels infest their pillows)

· I’m mad at God … why did He let this happen
Instead of this, what are Paul’s comments and exhortations.
· Rejoice in the Lord always
· your gentleness should be evident, obvious

· don’t be anxious about anything … 

· instead, pray about it – with thanksgiving

Realize that this easy to talk about sitting here in Sunday School, all dressed up but … hard to do when bad things are happening to you.
· when the car breaks down – it’s all you can think about

· when the kids are tearing around the room screaming –  it’s not easy to start thanking the Lord for these beautiful children you’ve blessed me with

· when relationships are in meltdown – praising God is not what you think to do

· when you are enduring physical pain and serious illness – it possess all your heart and mind
What does Paul say will be the results when we do praise God and bring your needs to Him, despite the problems?

· God’s peace will guard your hearts and minds

· this peace is beyond your understanding … it will be peace in the midst of turmoil

· when your mind is full of the problem, God can protect it, guard it from destructive thoughts and motives

· the storm of life may be raging all around, but God will give you a little pocket of peace, right in the middle of all that

3.4 Pursue Excellence
Listen for qualities of wholesome thinking (in the midst of our problems).
Philip. 4:8-9 (KJV)  Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. [9] Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you. 

On what qualities did Paul encourage the Philippian believers to focus?
· truthfulness

· honest, noble things

· righteous, just things

· purity

· lovely

· good report

· virtuous

· praiseworthy

Consider some of the opposites of these things … lies, impurity, ugly, bad reports, etc.
What happens to us when we tend to focus on, talk about, seek out these things?

· negative attitudes

· cynicism

· sidetracked away from a relationship with Jesus

· drawn into the negative, sinful side of our humanity

· when we take garbage into our minds, garbage is what comes out of our lives

Paul says to imitate his example – “you’ve heard and seen me focus on these positive things” … how was he a positive example?

· despite Satan’s opposition to the Gospel, he continued to preach, disciple

· even when facing physical opposition (shipwrecks, beatings, etc.) he kept praising the Lord and pointing others to Jesus

· when sent to a Roman prison, he used it as an opportunity to communicate Christ to his jailers and to have a nice quiet place to write letters

In addition to these qualities Paul taught about, he also modeled them before those around him.   Who in our lives needs to see us model these qualities?
· children

· grandchildren

· people we work with

· neighbors

· young believers in our church

4. Application
4.1 People in families and in churches will find themselves in disagreement over many things – from favorite ice cream flavors, to color choices of church carpet, to what activities are approved for the youth group.

· this week ask God to help you imitate Christ like qualities … humility, selflessness, love

· build on your common foundation of knowing Jesus as Savior

· ask God to help you to maximize that common ground 

· ask God to help you to NOT major on minor issues

4.2 We said Paul was in jail when he wrote this letter.   What kind of “jail” do you feel like you are in?

· in the midst of that situation, praise God

· you’re not thanking God for the jail, 

· you’re praising Him that He is God, He is loving, He is in control, despite your circumstances

· watch as God brings peace to you beyond your understanding

4.3 Resist the temptation to dwell on the negative things around you … instead focus on those qualities of life Paul suggests
· truthfulness

· honest, noble things

· righteous, just things

· purity

· lovely

· good report

· virtuous

· praiseworthy

When you read God’s Word and meditate on the Truth there, it takes you mind off the negative things and focuses it on what God is doing and wants to do for you

List in a comparison chart
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