10/26/2003
Session 3: Fellowship


You Were Formed for God's Family



1. Motivate

Think about the best friend you ever had … what made that friendship meaningful?

· fun we had together

· pranks we played on each other

· hopes and dreams shared

· went places together

· visited each other’s homes

· we were in each other’s weddings

· special occasions shared

· prayed for each other’s ministry

· renewed opportunities to be together over the years

2. Transition

Today we want to look at meaningful relationships we have as believers … 

· God becomes our Father, 

· we become His children

· other believers become our brothers and sisters

· the church becomes our spiritual family

3. Bible Study

3.1 Memory verses …

Review previous memory verses:

Week 1: Ephes. 2:10 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.  

Week 2: Mark 12:30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.'  

Week 3: Romans 12:5 so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.  

As a memorization exercise, write this on the board … read it together … then erase some strategic words and have everyone read it again, supplying the missing words from memory.

Romans 12:5 so in _____ we who are many form one _____, and each member _____ to all the _____.  
Repeat this process two or three times until no words are showing and most people can say it.  Suggest that this might be a good way to memorize
3.2 View Video

· Note the main points of what he will say starting on pg 7 of our Student Guides

· fill in the blanks as Rick Warren covers them

3.3 Discussion Questions
1 Timothy 3:14,15 describe the church as a household or family.  What are some characteristics of a healthy family?
· good communication

· honest with each other

· kindness to one another, polite with each other

· help each other, encourage each other

· support when another is feeling down, come to each other’s aid

Consider why these are good characteristics of a healthy church

· that’s the way God intended for the church to work

· we help and encourage each other

· we build each other up, not tear each other down

· we need each other’s help

· we cannot be “Lone Rangers”

Eccles. 4:10 says, “If one falls down, his friend can help him up.  But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up!”
What was a time in your life when other believers came to your assistance and brought you comfort or met a need?

· family member had an operation – sat with me during the several hours it lasted

· when the husband was incapacitated, other fellows came and did our yard work

· when wife was sick for extended time, families brought food for main meal (didn’t know there were that many ways to prepare lasagna!)

· when family member passed away, close friend came and stayed with us to help us through the days of grieving and the services

· when air conditioner had problems (in August) , fellow Sunday School members came and helped fix it

· when only vehicle broke down, another family provided a loaner

· when pipes leaked and made a mess, folks came and helped clean up

What are some things that can prevent true fellowship from happening in your personal life or in our Bible Study Fellowship/Sunday School class, or church?

· pride

· lack of trust

· fear of embarrassment
· being inconsiderate of each other’s opinions

· lack of humility

· lack of love
Consider 1 Cor. 1:10 I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought.  

Rick Warren talked about having unity without necessarily having uniformity … what are some differing characteristics of these two?
	Unity
	Uniformity

	· agree together on basic things

· working together for a common goal or cause

· brought together by common beliefs

· willing to set aside some differences in order to accomplish a larger, more important task by pooling resources
	· think alike

· act the same

· respond the same to every circumstance

· like/dislike all the same things


What are some things we can do to foster unity, without requiring uniformity?
· learn to value each other’s diverse experiences, skills, viewpoints

· seek God's help for patience, love for one another, despite differences
· focus on loving and pleasing Jesus … not self

· pray together

· pray God's blessings on each other

· consider the more important tasks which God calls us to … unite to accomplish those tasks

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Be challenged to acquire a spiritual partner in our group … men with men, women with women

· we could draw names from a hat

· approach someone you respect and trust

· call them up today and make arrangements to get together on a regular basis … to chat on the phone, to exchange e-mails on concerns for which  you can be of help to each other

4.2 Drop a note to someone this week affirming them 

· tell them what you appreciate about them

· thank them for their encouragement in your life

· tell your group officers/leaders of your appreciation for their work

4.3 Make sure that our group has a time of fellowship with food planned in the very near future

· have fun together

· relax together … invite someone new to join in

Let’s stop and pray right now that God will overcome these kinds of problems in our lives – as individuals and as a group
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