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God Chooses and Equips



1. Motivate

What are some examples where our society values physical attractiveness more than we should?
· in commercials

· in choosing leaders, government representatives

· when young people choose who to date, who to associate with

· who we consider popular among entertainers

· who we tend to like among sports personalities

· we wish we were taller, shorter, skinnier, heavier, had more/less hair

· the money we spend on surgical improvement of physical attributes (lifts, tucks, removals, additions)

2. Transition

Today we consider how God gives priority to inner virtues when He 


chooses and equips people for His work
3. Bible Study

3.1 God is Sovereign
Listen for specific instructions that God gives to Samuel.

1 Samuel 16:1-3 (NIV)   The Lord said to Samuel, "How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king." [2] But Samuel said, "How can I go? Saul will hear about it and kill me." The Lord said, "Take a heifer with you and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.' [3] Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate." 

What specific instructions do you see God giving to Samuel?

· quit mourning Saul

· fill your horn with oil

· be on your way to see Jesse of Bethlehem

· take a young cow with you to sacrifice

· You are going to anoint one of Jesse's sons to be the new king

· I will tell you which one when the time comes

Note that when we say God is sovereign, we mean that God does as He pleases, according to His perfect wisdom, power, and authority.
How do we see the sovereignty of God in this passage?

· God chooses to remove Saul from role of king

· God will use Samuel to choose the replacement

· God has someone specific in mind … will inform Samuel when he needs to know

Note Samuel's reluctance, fear to go … why?

· Saul would check out what he was doing

· Saul would act to protect his position

· This could include doing away with a "treasonous" act such as anointing someone else as king

What did God do to calm Samuel's fear?

· offer him a good plan to keep Saul from being suspicious

· let him know that God would guide him, show him what to do

What are some things that God asks us to do and we react in fear and hesitation?

· witness to a neighbor or friend

· give sacrificially to His work

· teach a SS class

· be involved in FAITH

· volunteer as a Vacation Bible School worker

How does realizing that God is sovereign in your life help you overcome those kinds of fears?

· doesn't matter if I don't feel capable

· doesn't matter if my resources are limited

God's power and wisdom
· OK if I sometimes stumble over my words

multiply whatever I give to 
· all right if my talents are small 


Him
Why can we trust God's leading, even though we don't know all of the details about what He is calling us to do?
· He knows what He is doing

· He will let us know when we need to know

· He will supply all the resources we need, when we need it

· He is sufficient – wisdom, finances, strength, peace, etc.
3.2 God Has His Own Standards
Listen for differences in the way we look at people and how God views them.
1 Samuel 16:4-10 (NIV)   Samuel did what the Lord said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled when they met him. They asked, "Do you come in peace?" [5] Samuel replied, "Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me." Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. [6] When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, "Surely the Lord's anointed stands here before the Lord." [7] But the Lord said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart." [8] Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, "The Lord has not chosen this one either." [9] Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, "Nor has the Lord chosen this one." [10] Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, "The Lord has not chosen these." 

Why do you think Samuel thought Eliab was the person God wanted for the next king?
· he was the oldest son

· oldest sons were considered special

· he was probably mature

· may well have been acting as Jesse's foreman in running the family business

· might have demonstrated good administrative, leadership skills for being king

Why is it difficult to get past the external with people and see what really counts?
· the external is all we usually see

· we look at secular, academic accomplishments

· these are things we can document, count

· unless we live or work on a long term basis with someone we probably don't know how they tick

· even then we may not know their inner motives and attitudes

· we go with what we observe – looks, things they say, the job they do

· all of these things can be faked, can fool us

What can we do to see people through God's eyes rather than the world's eyes?

· ask for God's wisdom when we are choosing leaders

· ask for God's understanding when working with our children, grandchildren – seeing their potential

· pray for God's direction in the lives of young people

· be reminded what Jesus said, Matthew 7:20 (NIV)   Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. 

· view their "fruit" – do they demonstrate the Fruit of the Spirit?
( What about our own usefulness for the Lord?
If you know God's standards are different from those of the world, what hope and assurance do you have that God can use you in His work today?

· if my training and experience are limited, that doesn't matter so much to God

· He wants my availability more than my abilities

· I need to concentrate on my relationship with Him, more than trying to impress people with my accomplishments

· if I am not well known by the world, it doesn't matter so much

· it is my walk with the Lord that matters more

· it is my willingness to allow Him to use me for His Kingdom that is more important than any claim to fame I might have or desire
3.3 God Uses the Unlikely
Listen for characteristics which describe David.
1 Samuel 16:11-13 (NIV)   So he asked Jesse, "Are these all the sons you have?" "There is still the youngest," Jesse answered, "but he is tending the sheep. "Samuel said, "Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives." [12] So he sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine appearance and handsome features. Then the Lord said, "Rise and anoint him; he is the one." [13] So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came upon David in power. Samuel then went to Ramah. 

Use your imagination to contrast the older brothers with David that would help us understand why Jesse did not think to include David in the "parade" of his sons before Samuel.
	Older Brothers
	David

	· they were all grown up

· maybe even married and with families

· they had demonstrated their maturity

· they had known potential

· they were experienced
	· David was probably still only a teenager

· David was the "kid brother" still wet behind the ears

· why would God want someone who was only a sheep herder

· David was still learning


What were the characteristics recorded about David?
· a shepherd

· he was the youngest

· ruddy

· beautiful countenance

· beautiful eyes

· healthy, handsome appearance

Again, these are all outward characteristics … what do you think God saw in David's heart that moved Him to choose David?

· a desire to follow God

· a person who was obedient

· a man of faith

· a man who would depend on God, not on himself

· someone who did considerable meditating about God
(note the many Psalms David wrote)

How did God prepare David for the task ahead?

· from that day forward God's Spirit came upon David in power

· much like presence of Holy Spirit in lives of believers today

· God gave David various experiences for faith, trust, obedience

· protecting his sheep from wild animals

· facing Goliath

· experiences in Saul's court

· leadership experiences
    … later on 

· military experiences

Consider your own life … you feel about yourself like Jesse felt about David
· lack of experience

· too young (or too old)

· no training

· toiling at an insignificant task

( God took someone with the proper heart attitude and used him in an important role

Paul wrote in 1 Cor. 4:2 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. 

Note that it says nothing about

· education

· proven abilities

      it says faithful …
· tall, handsome, good voice
4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Know that God chooses, rejects leaders according to His sovereign plan

· Trust in His sovereignty – His wisdom, His power, His authority
· Think about coming choices of leaders … 

· political office, 

· church leadership positions
· school boards

· Pray for those on search committees

· walk close to the Lord and He continues to guide your choices
4.2 God judges people by their hearts 
· Let God cleanse your heart

· Pray for those in leadership – that they have cleansed hearts

· Pray for young people – kids, grandkids – that they have cleansed hearts

· Pray that the choices they make for friends, future spouses be based on God's standards, not the world's

4.2 God equips those whom He chooses

· He may choose unlikely people by our standards

· He will equip them with His Spirit for serving Him

· You may consider yourself unlikely … be assured of His Spirit's empowering for His service
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