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God is Patient



1. Motivate

What are some things or situations which cause you to feel impatient?

· 10 red lights in a row

· someone I have to listen to who talks and talks and says nothing

· waiting for someone who is late to an appointment

· long meetings which result in little accomplished

· long lines at the grocery checkout (I always pick the slowest)

· an interesting TV movie with commercials every 7 minutes

2. Transition

God has much reason to be impatient with us … to not tolerate the constant rebellion of much of the human race

· some people look at God's inaction in response as inability or un-involvement 

( Today we wish to look at how God is demonstrating his patience

( God is patiently waiting for men and women, wanting them to come to repentance

3. Bible Study

3.1 Patient God

Listen for the response of Nineveh to Jonah’s preaching.

Jonah 3:1-3 (NIV)   Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time: [2] "Go to the great city of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you." [3] Jonah obeyed the word of the Lord and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very important city--a visit required three days.    10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he had compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened. 

Why did God have to ask/tell Jonah a second time to go preach?

· Jonah had refused the first time, rebelled

· Jonah hated the enemies of Israel

· These were Gentiles, why should God do anything kind for them

· They deserved to be wiped out

In what kinds of areas are we reluctant to obey God?

· God's command to witness

· When God tells us to be nice to someone else who isn’t

· Giving of our money or time to God's work

· Becoming involved in church ministries

What kinds of folks are we reluctant to share our faith with?

· people who are not like us

· people who we know don’t like us

· people we know real well – I’ve never said anything before, what are they going to think now?

· folks who are argumentative and strong willed

What was the result of Jonah’s preaching?

· God saw what they did

· They turned from (repented of) their evil ways

How did God respond to their repentance?

· He had compassion

· He did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened

3.2 Angry Prophet

Listen for characteristics of God's nature that Jonah states.

Jonah 4:1-3 (NIV)   But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry. [2] He prayed to the Lord, "O Lord, is this not what I said when I was still at home? That is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. [3] Now, O Lord, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live." 

List characteristics of God's nature and then contrast what the verses say about Jonah’s character.

	God
	Jonah

	· gracious

· compassionate

· slow to anger

· abounding in love

· relents from sending calamity
	· angry

· depressed

· wants to die

· full of hate for a Gentile city

· upset that God relented


What kinds of feelings or thoughts do we have when we hear that a terrible convicted criminal has now found the Lord and has repented of their heinous crimes – God has forgiven them and they ask for the forgiveness of their victims?

	Negative Reaction
	Positive Reaction

	· they’re probably faking

· they don’t deserve to be forgiven

· they want sympathy

· Give the guy what he has coming!
	· How wonderful that they found the Lord

· Too bad it wasn’t before they did those horrible things


( We can see that we have many of the same feelings that Jonah did!

( We are not patient as God is patient … God waits patiently for them to come to repentance

What initially motivated Jonah to finally obey God, even though he didn’t want to go?

· fear

· knowledge that he could not escape from this task

· obedience was the only option he had

· he might not escape with his life the next time

Why or how can God work through someone even though that someone has wrong motives?

· When God's Truth is communicated it will accomplish its purpose

· It’s not the eloquence of the communicator, it is the power of God at work through the Truth

How then, did Jonah miss out by having this negative attitude?

· missed the joy of people’s lives spared

· missed the blessing of being a willing “tool” in God's hand

3.3 Sovereign Lord

Listen for ways in which God demonstrated His sovereignty to Jonah.

Jonah 4:6-9 (NIV)   Then the Lord God provided a vine and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the vine. [7] But at dawn the next day God provided a worm, which chewed the vine so that it withered. [8] When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the sun blazed on Jonah's head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, "It would be better for me to die than to live." [9] But God said to Jonah, "Do you have a right to be angry about the vine?" "I do," he said. "I am angry enough to die." 

How did God demonstrate His sovereignty to Jonah?

· provided a large fish to swallow him, then burp him up at the right place

· provided a vine

· made it grow as shade


       All these things to teach a lesson

· provided a worm

· provided a hot wind and sunshine

What was Jonah focused on?

· his own discomfort

· his own anger at God's forgiving of other people

· the sudden lack of shade and his own poor sweaty brow

What was God focused on?

· thousands of lives who would die and face God's judgment

· the possibility of many people who would repent and turn to Him if given an opportunity to hear Truth

· the joy of people who repent from their evil and seek to know God

What are some trivial things we sometimes place a high value on and give no thought to what God is doing in the world?  What “vines” do we have growing over our heads?

· the color of the church carpet

· whether or not the church pews should be padded

· who is elected to church office

· who got to sing a solo for the choir number

· too much/not enough worship songs in the morning service

· people who dress too formally/too casually when they come to church

If you were counseling Jonah, what advice would you give him?

· God loves all peoples, not just you Hebrews

· God experiences joy when anyone turns away from sin and comes to Him in repentance and faith

· Jesus, the Messiah died as the sacrifice for the sin of all people

· All of us are sinners and need God's forgiveness – even though we like to think of ourselves as being pretty good

· You need to repent of your attitude, just like the people of Nineveh repented of their sinfulness

3.4 Merciful Savior

Listen for how Jonah responds in the end.

Jonah 4:10-11 (NIV)   But the Lord said, "You have been concerned about this vine, though you did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. [11] But Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left, and many cattle as well. Should I not be concerned about that great city?" 2 Peter 3:9 (NIV)   The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 15  Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. 

What does the book tell us about how Jonah responded in the end?

( It doesn’t!!

Why doesn’t the book tell us how it all ended?

· The point that is being made is not the events of the Nineveh revival

· The point God is trying to make is of His love and concern for all people, not just a chosen group

· God wants people to repent and come to Him, no matter what their ethnic or geographical background

· As believers we also are to be involved in communicating the Gospel message to people who are not only different from ourselves, but maybe even what we would be quick to say are bad people!

God called on Jonah to give up his hate – what are some “favorite hates” we need to give up in order to share the gospel?

· other racial groups

· other economic groups

· other religious groups

· other nationalities

· people from a certain part of town

· homeless people

Consider some people you think might never change and turn to God …

· an ornery relative

· a nasty neighbor

· some infamous, anti-Christian personalities (did you ever pray for the salvation of Madelyn Murray-O’Hara or Saddam Hussein or Michael Jackson or Dennis Rodman?)

According to the scripture passage we read, why does God seem to be doing nothing which allows such bad people to proliferate and prosper?

· God is patient

· God does not want anyone to perish

· He wants everyone to come to repentance

· God's patience is not a “do nothing” position (remember all his intervention in working with Jonah)

· God's patience results in salvation for many people

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Take some time to enumerate how God demonstrated His patience in your experiences

· Thank Him

· Ask Him what you need to be learning through His patience with you

4.2 Jonah was self-centered.  Ask God to show you areas of your life where you have the same attitude 

· your lack of concern for the lost

· your focus on minor issues, rather than seeing God at work

· repent of that attitude – ask God for His perspective 

4.3 Ask God to challenge you to pray for, to witness to someone who you’ve thought was unreachable

· a neighbor

· a relative

· a co-worker

· high profile sports or political personalities
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