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God Wants Me to Persevere



1. Motivate

List some situations in your life where you are patient or impatient:

	Patient
	Impatient

	· with grandchildren

· with people you love

· when fishing

· as a Sr. Adult, waiting for Christmas
	· with your own parents, especially when you were a teenager

· with your spouse when you are ready to go to church

· when fishing

· as a youngster waiting for Christmas

· living alone

· living with extended family


2. Transition

How might people with a secular world view respond differently to times of distress, frustration, and discouragement – situations that might foster impatience?

· grumble and complain

· lash out

· (when you worry, when you doubt) run in circles, scream and shout 

Today ( we will look at someone who lived under stress but demonstrated patience as enabled by God

· she persevered in the midst of difficulties

· she did not lose heart

3. Bible Study

3.1 Provocation

Listen for words and phrases in the verses indicate to what extent Hannah was provoked.

1 Samuel 1:1-7 There was a certain man from Ramathaim, a Zuphite from the hill country of Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite.  [2] He had two wives; one was called Hannah and the other Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah had none.  [4] Whenever the day came for Elkanah to sacrifice, he would give portions of the meat to his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters.  [5] But to Hannah he gave a double portion because he loved her, and the LORD had closed her womb.  [6] And because the LORD had closed her womb, her rival kept provoking her in order to irritate her.  [7] This went on year after year. Whenever Hannah went up to the house of the LORD, her rival provoked her till she wept and would not eat.  

What words or phrase indicate how much Hannah was provoked?

· she was one of two wives, the other wife was a “rival”

· she was not able to have children (this was considered a situation of divine disapproval – God is not pleased with you, thus you cannot bear children)

· the other wife “kept provoking in order to irritate her”

· went on year after year

· it went on so much that she wept and would not eat

What differences or contrasts do you see concerning the two wives?

· only one had children

· Elkanah loved them both but loved Hannah more

· He gave Hannah extra portion of provisions

What were Peninnah’s motives in provoking Hannah?

· we put other people down in order to make ourselves look (feel) better

· she knew she was not the favorite wife

· she was better at something that Hannah was – having children

What kind of people are the Peninnahs in someone’s life?

· people who put us down, who hassle us

· people who provoke us on purpose

· ornery neighbors, people with whom you work

· bosses that are hard to work for

· in marriages where Christ is in the home – ungodly spouses to each other

· a wayward child

· a thoughtless parent (or any other relative)

How do you deal with those who provoke you?

· pray for them

· pray for your own patience

· be nice in return

· helps to have someone to share your frustrations, to listen to you

· helps you know you are not entirely nuts

· occasionally an open confrontation is useful – “you will not act this way with me, cease and desist”

· even a legal restraining order may be required

3.2 Prayer

Listen for evidence that indicates the sincerity of Hannah’s prayer.

1 Samuel 1:10-17 In bitterness of soul Hannah wept much and prayed to the LORD.  [11] And she made a vow, saying, "O LORD Almighty, if you will only look upon your servant's misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the LORD for all the days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head."  [12] As she kept on praying to the LORD, Eli observed her mouth.  [13] Hannah was praying in her heart, and her lips were moving but her voice was not heard. Eli thought she was drunk  [14] and said to her, "How long will you keep on getting drunk? Get rid of your wine."  [15] "Not so, my lord," Hannah replied, "I am a woman who is deeply troubled. I have not been drinking wine or beer; I was pouring out my soul to the LORD.  [16] Do not take your servant for a wicked woman; I have been praying here out of my great anguish and grief."  [17] Eli answered, "Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant you what you have asked of him."  

What do you see in the passage that indicates her sincerity of prayer?

· she wept much

· she made a vow

· she kept on praying silently, at length

· declared that she was deeply troubled

· she was pouring out her soul to the Lord

· she prayed out of anguish and grief

What was the vow that she made?

· if God gave her a son,  she would commit the son to God's service

· the son would be a Nazarite – a special level of religious commitment and separation unto God

What about this vow … as a parent, what kind of reaction do you feel?

	A good vow
	Over the edge!

	· a wonderful thing to dedicate a child to God's service

· shows her faith and trust in God – if He can give her a son, He can certainly take care of the child
	· a vow made in desperation

· how could you leave your child with an old man and his crooked sons


( Yet God heard her vow and honored it

What do we know about Samuel’s role in the nation of Israel?

· last ruler/leader in a line of “judges”

· anointed the first to kings of Israel

· spiritual leader in early years of the kingdom

What does the “rest of the story” tell us about Hannah’s reaction of faith in God to provocation?

· trusting God is better than acting in revenge

· God helps us to be patient in the midst of distress

Hannah turned to God in her time of need – why do we so often turn to God as a last resort instead of as a first choice?

· we like to think we are self sufficient

· we think we are capable, just like we think we are good people and without sin

· for either spiritual or practical situations, we need God!

· it is too easy to get into the habit of leaving God out of the equation, out of the situation

3.3 Provision

Listen for evidence of Elkanah’s and Hannah’s dedication to God.

1 Samuel 1:19-20 Early the next morning they arose and worshiped before the LORD and then went back to their home at Ramah. Elkanah lay with Hannah his wife, and the LORD remembered her.  [20] So in the course of time Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel, saying, "Because I asked the LORD for him."  

What evidence do you see not only here but in previous passages, of their dedication to the Lord?

· they worshiped God

· they had traveled to the religious center, Shiloh to offer sacrifices

· they prayed

· Hannah dedicated her son to God's service

What things could Hannah have done in dealing with the constant provocation?

· get physical

· complain to the husband

· demand that he make her stop

These would be how a person with a 

· retaliate in other sneaky ways


secular world view would act

· hold it all in, internalize grief

· wallow in self pity

( Instead, she prayed!

What about life after Samuel was born – what kinds of problems might she still have?

· Peninnah would still give her a hard time

· she would have accused her of child abandonment

· she would find something else to provoke Hannah

· the adversarial relationship was pretty much permanent,  it had little to do with the issue that was verbalized

What are some examples of contemporary adverse circumstances that are permanent?

· aging

· health problems

· family relationships

· the IRS (and other government agencies)

· finances, the economy

· rising prices on a fixed income

How can God help us deal with these?

· sometimes He resolves the problem by removing or changing  the adversarial attitude

· sometimes He changes the circumstances so there is no conflict

· sometimes He change us

· sometimes He gives us patience, peace – fruit of the Spirit 

· sometimes he finds a solution to the problem

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Consider what areas of your life where you are facing opposition?  

· You can persevere in faithfulness to God by specific prayers for:
· perseverance for enduring trials and afflictions
· forbearance (restraint, tolerance, leniency, mercy) for the hurts inflicted by others
4.2 What have you asked God to do for you lately?  

· Ask Him to help you depend on Him
· Ask Him for perseverance
4.3 When you pray for God's help, pray

· earnestly
· calling on the name/authority of the Lord Almighty
· believing that he can see your needs and he can help you
· persistently
4.4 Who do you know that is dealing with a difficult situations?

· Consider how you might help that person realize that God cares
· Pray for their perseverance – for God's help that is far beyond their own capabilities 
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