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God Provides



1. Motivate

In this passage we will read of Elijah spending the night in a cave. Let's each share our name and when was the last time you camped or slept outdoors.  What happened that was exciting?

· camping with the family

· scout camp

· church camp

· traveling cross country

· got rained out

· a bear came

· it was cold

· it was hot

· we went fishing

· went canoeing

2. Transition

Today ( we want to look at a man who needed to depend on God for everything while he was camping out.

· He has no means of providing for his daily provisions

· He is discouraged, thinking he is alone

· He feels useless, done for

3. Bible Study

3.1 God Meets Physical Needs

Listen for why it was necessary for God to feed Elijah.

1 Kings 17:1-4 Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, "As the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, whom I serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years except at my word."  [2] Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah:  [3] "Leave here, turn eastward and hide in the Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan.  [4] You will drink from the brook, and I have ordered the ravens to feed you there."  

Why did Elijah have to go hide?

· He has just declared a drought

· He is the only one who can speak (God's message) for rain to come

· God sends him into hiding for his own safety and to give time for the drought to have its effect

Note that a drought is a significant element of judgment

· Jezebel has forced worship of Baal upon the people (who have gone along willingly)

· Baal is the deity of rain and storms – needed for agriculture

· If Jehovah is proved to be the one in control, Baal will be proved to have no power

· The drought is direct proof of Jehovah’s power and authority, Baal’s lack


How was God going to provide for Elijah?

· even during drought, the brook was still flowing

· thus he had water

· the birds would bring him other sources of food

What is “just in time” inventory?

· the vendors who supply the parts for manufacture do not deliver large quantities

· They deliver only enough for one or two days of production at a time

· Thus the manufacturing facility does not need to provide warehousing for large quantities

This is what God is doing for Elijah – “just in time” provisions.  Why do you think God provides in this way?

· it requires faith on our part

· our human nature likes to see the whole month or year’s supply stacked there in front of us

· He wants us to learn to trust Him, not our own cleverness or our own means of provision

What were some other situations where God supplied what was needed just in time?

· Abraham was told to sacrifice his son, God supplied a ram

· The widow who was asked to provide a meal for the prophet

· Jesus pulled Peter out of the water when he took his eyes of Jesus

· God rescued Joseph out of prison just in time

What are some situations when God provided for you just in time

· provided a job right after we prayed

· received a gift to pay a bill

· God opened the door to a new opportunity at the right time

· God gave physical strength, right when it was needed

· God gave the wisdom to solve a problem right when it was needed

( God might not be early but He is never late!

3.2 God Sustains with His Presence

Listen for the significance of the various physical phenomena on the mountain.

1 Kings 19:9-14 And the word of the LORD came to him: "What are you doing here, Elijah?"  [10] He replied, "I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too."  [11] The LORD said, "Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by. "Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake.  [12] After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper.  [13] When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave. Then a voice said to him, "What are you doing here, Elijah?"  [14] He replied, "I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too."  
Note that between our two passages, Elijah has come before Ahab, announced rain would come and had the confrontation with the prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel.  Jezebel has declared she will have him hunted down so he has fled to the wilderness again.

God has just given Elijah a great victory over the 400 prophets of Baal – why should he be fearful of Jezebel’s threat?

· she had more clout than they did

· she had already killed many prophets

· he was not able to generalize the concept of God's power in spiritual matters to God's power in political matters and personal protection

· we all seem to quickly forget the lessons God teaches through life’s experiences

Why do you think Elijah believed he was the only prophet of God left alive?

· lack of communication

· he might have asked God

· he had been in seclusion

· he had run off to the wilderness, maybe if he had stayed around and confronted the threat, others might have joined him

What kinds of things make us feel alone?  Why are do you think there are so many lonely people today?

· loss of spouse

· kids grow up and move away

· good friends move away

· moving to a new location yourself

· we don’t tend to interact with our neighbors as much as in previous generations

Is our relationship with God all we need, or do we need people too?  What is it about aloneness that hurts so badly?

· we feel that no one else knows what we are going through

· we are the only one who feels this way

· no one else has ever felt this way

· we miss the emotional and prayer support when we are alone

· God made us as social beings, we need that contact

How did God demonstrate to Elijah that he was not alone?

· God came to him, spoke to him

· God demonstrated earthquake, fire, wind

· God spoke in a still small voice

What do you think Elijah could learn about God through the great wind, the earthquake, and the fire?

· sometimes God speaks in dramatic fashion

· sometimes God demonstrates His power

· sometimes God wants to get our attention in a way that we cannot miss

· Maybe God was just getting his attention for when He would actually speak

· Those kind of demonstrations are more for displays of power and might

· The still, small voice was more for demonstrating God's reassuring presence
What are some ways in which God has revealed Himself to you?

· through the Truth of His word

· through the beauty of nature

· through his provision, over and over again

· through the encouragement of other believers

· through answers to prayer

Your grandchild, a 5th grader, has stated in his class at school that when he faced specific recent difficulties, he prayed for God's help, and each time God provided for his need.  “You’ll never convince me that God's presence in my life is not real,” is what he has told his class.  Later, his teacher told him, “At your age, you should be able to get yourself out of difficulty.  Don’t be weak and have to depend on some fairy tale about a God who is willing to help you.”  He comes to you for advice, hurt and confused.  What do you tell him?

· There are plenty of difficulties that none of us can handle on our own

· God is no fairy tale – He is real!  His presence is real.

· In some things each one of us is weak and need God's help

· The Bible is full of people who had the same experiences as you and found God to be faithful in protecting and providing

· Let’s pray for your teacher that when he is in trouble, he will remember your testimony and turn to God

· I can remember some times when I needed to depend on God, there was no other help, and He did provide.

3.3 God Gives Purpose for Living

Listen for what tasks God assigned to Elijah.

1 Kings 19:15-18 The LORD said to him, "Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert of Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram.  [16] Also, anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet.  [17] Jehu will put to death any who escape the sword of Hazael, and Elisha will put to death any who escape the sword of Jehu.  [18] Yet I reserve seven thousand in Israel--all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and all whose mouths have not kissed him."  

What tasks did God assign to Elijah?

· anoint Hazael king over Aram

· Anoint Jehu king over Israel

· Anoint Elisha to succeed you as prophet

How did the assignments God gave Elijah help him through this time of self pity and loneliness?

· he was still useful to God

· God still had things for him to do

· The work he had been doing would go on, not end – God had appointed a successor

What kinds of things make us feel sorry for ourselves?

· health problems

· being alone

· being out of work

· lack of successes

How does God give a sense of purpose and direction in these situations?

· daily strength to go on

· good friends to help, to support you in prayer, to encourage

· tasks and ministries that only you can do

· the Truth of His word

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Consider the situations throughout your life when God has provided for your physical needs

· Enumerate these situations

· Thank God, declare your praise to Him for His faithfulness, His love

· know that God will continue to provide your needs, day by day

4.2 God spoke to Elijah – consider ways in which God speaks to you

· God's word – we have a lot more of what God wants you to know than Elijah did

· God's Holy Spirit – every believer has the indwelling person of the Holy Spirit

· godly men and women who declare God's Truths

· It is your part to read, listen, and heed what God is telling you

4.3 God provided purposeful tasks, a reason for Elijah to live.  What purposes does God have for your life?

· living a life of witness before neighbors, children, grandchildren

· being a prayer warrior for outreach ventures in our church

· effectively exercising the Spiritual Gift God has given you for the edification of fellow believers


5

