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Finding Our Place of Service

1. Motivate

Look at this spool of thread … let’s think of as many possible uses for thread as we can.
· sow on a button

· make clothing

· repair clothing

· tie a loop on your finger to help you remember

· bind something together while glue dries

· wrap/tie a fishing fly

· make a boyfriend’s ring small enough to wear on a girl’s finger

2. Transition

Thread has many more uses than the obvious

Today ( we look at three separate events in the life of the first-century church which illustrate how many different ways skills of believers can be used by God to edify the Body of Christ, the Church
3. Bible Study

3.1 We Can Serve in Different Ways
Listen for reasons the church needed some administrative skills
Acts 6:1-7 (NIV)  In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. [2] So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, "It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. [3] Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them [4] and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word."  [5] This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. [6] They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.  [7] So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith. 

What events were causing friction within the early church?
· there were two different cultural groups

· Grecian (Hellenistic) and Hebraic Jews

· the widows with the Greek background believed they were not receiving equal treatment when support or benevolent funds were distributed

Why didn’t the twelve disciples just go ahead and take care of the problem – oversee what was happening (or not happening)?

· if they did so they would be forced to neglect the ministry of the Word

· only they had the background to preach and teach, to carry on the prayer ministry

· administrative duties would take them away from strategic ministries

· someone else who was better skilled in financial or administrative skills was a better choice

· “waiting tables” was the distribution of the help, better to get someone else to do this

What were the qualifications they established for this ministry?
· known to be full of (controlled by) the Spirit

· men with wisdom (more than just knowledge)

· men  of faith (one of the qualities mentioned of Stephen)

What additional qualities do you think would be important which might not have been mentioned here?

· honesty

· good head for organization

· attitudes of kindness and generosity

· willing to offer encouragement along with the distribution of material needs

· able to help the widows and their families in other practical ways (dealing with government officials, fix-it tasks around their homes,  act as mentors for their children)

Scripture is specific about ministry to widows … what other kinds of needs might be overlooked in the overall ministry of a congregation in our society today?

· elderly who need transport or help around their homes

· young couples who live away from their families and are dealing with a new baby

· children who attend a church but their parents do not – need for Christian role model

· people who have recently lost a spouse due to a death who need help dealing with legal issues

· single parents who need baby sitting now and then

· unmarried singles who need fellowship

How did they prepare these men for their ministry?

· they came before the apostles
· the apostles prayed for them

· they “laid hands” on them – a sort of formal ceremony dedicating them to the activity for which they had been chosen.

What does this special service say to us about the importance of this “administrative” ministry?

· it is just as important a ministry as preaching

· administrative tasks might be less visible but are significant in the overall ministry of the church

· all believers need to realize that God values and equips them for important tasks within the circle of fellow Christians where God has placed them

3.2 We Can Serve Through Our Skills
Listen for ways in which a female disciple ministered to people in the local church
Acts 9:36-40 (NIV)   In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which, when translated, is Dorcas), who was always doing good and helping the poor. [37] About that time she became sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. [38] Lydda was near Joppa; so when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, "Please come at once!"  [39] Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with them. [40] Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, "Tabitha, get up." She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. 

What kinds of ministries did Tabitha perform – what activities did she enjoy and do well??
· always doing good

· helped the poor

· made/sowed robes and other clothing for widows

If we read between the lines, with what attitude did she appear to use these skills?  What clues do you see about her character?

· helpful

· encouraging

· always ready to help

· looking out for others before herself

· generous

Find out from someone sitting next to you some things they enjoy doing and do well but not many people may know about.

	Activities people enjoy, do well
	Ways to use in church ministry

	· sewing

· gardening

· an interesting collection

· gourmet cooking

· wood carving

· flower arrangement

· fishing


· coaching little league

· playing the harmonica (or banjo or musical saw or … )

· plan activities, make arrangements for special events
	· sewing/mending clothes for needy people

· tending church flower beds
· do a show and tell for kids clubs

· help out in church kitchen, teach special classes as an outreach

· teach to youngsters, start a carving club

· decorate church each week

· take kids on fishing outing, especially kids in single parent or disadvantages families

· help out with church league teams

· entertain or use for special music

· help with wedding arrangements, organize banquets, socials


For each of the skills and activities listed above on the left, discuss how such a skill might be used in the context of church ministries
Think what might have happened to the widows of Joppa if Peter had not raised Dorcas from the dead … 


( Even a simple, every day talent can be vital in the ministry of the church.

3.3 We Can Serve Through Giving
Listen for principles of biblical giving.
Acts 11:27-30 (NIV)  During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. [28] One of them, named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.) [29] The disciples, each according to his ability, decided to provide help for the brothers living in Judea. [30] This they did, sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul. 

What was it that motivated the believers in Antioch to action?
· a prophecy by Agabus

· a prediction of a region wide impending famine

What specific action did they take?
· decided to help their Christian brethren in Judea

· each according to his own ability gave financially

· gave the funds to Barnabas and Saul to take with them to the church elders in Judea

Note that they gave financially before the crisis hit, rather than in reaction to one.  What would be some modern day applications of giving in this way?
· a church or denomination establishes a fund

· the fund is ready to be used when a crisis occurs

· then the church is ready to act when an earthquake, tsunami, or refugee situation occurs

· when an indigent family comes for help, there are funds or food items ready to give to them

· contribute to ongoing charities such as Red Cross or Salvation Army or a local rescue mission ministry

Note that verse 29 speaks about giving “each according to his ability.”  How are extremes in either direction dangerous?

	Dangers of giving above your ability
	Dangers of giving below your ability

	· you might be trying to show off

· you can get yourself financially overextended

· you don’t learn, don’t demonstrate good financial wisdom
	· you are being selfish

· you are not showing love
· people will remember your “cheap” attitude and might not be willing to help when you are in need


How can the service or ministry of giving help others to come to know the love of Christ?

· the “love” we proclaim becomes more than just words

· love must be demonstrated … by Christ’s church

· then people can know Christ’s love

( In God’s economy, it is  not how much you give … it is the obedience with which you give it
4. Application
4.1 Consider how each of these three events we’ve studied say about God’s character and what He expects from His people.
· the Church functions by the actions of people
· all kinds of tasks are required by all kinds of people

· we are God’s instruments, used by Him for all kinds of tasks

· God gives spiritual gifts (talents/skills) for accomplishing His purposes through the ministry of and within the church

4.2  If you were remembered (like Dorcas) for particular “good works and acts of charity,” what would they be?

· working with kids

· volunteer work in the office

· help in the music ministry

· help with maintaining the church facilities
4.3 Consider the church’s response to recent tragedies … tsunamis, earthquakes, hurricanes, individual families in your community

· how did your (personal and group) response compare to that of this group in Antioch?

· in what ways can you be more pro-active in reaching out to people in need

· ask yourself what can you do this week to give of your talents and resources to serve the Lord

Don’t just sit there …�Do it!!
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