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Wrestling with Injustice

1. Motivate

What are some areas where injustices occur in our world today?
· abortion

· drift away from Christian moral values

· child abuse

· spousal abuse

· stupid laws which end up causing financial ruin

· shyster lawyers who win suits for astronomical amounts

· identity theft 

2. Transition

Today we look at Solomon’s views on injustice

· he sees it happen

· he draws some conclusions about how we should respond
3. Bible Study

3.1 The Place of Injustice
Listen for a problem Solomon observes.
Eccles. 3:16-17 (NIV) And I saw something else under the sun: In the place of judgment--wickedness was there, in the place of justice--wickedness was there. [17] I thought in my heart, "God will bring to judgment both the righteous and the wicked, for there will be a time for every activity, a time for every deed." 

What do you think Solomon meant by the phrases, “place of judgment” and “place of righteousness”?

· the courts

· places of criminal and civil judgment

· places where a person was supposed to get justice when he was wronged

What did Solomon see in the place of judgment and the place of justice?   What was wrong with the picture he saw?

· found wickedness

· right where there was supposed to be fairness and justice was wickedness

Whom will God bring to judgment? (3:17)

· God will bring judgment

· there will be a time (eventually) when God brings justice to all situations

How should the fact that God will bring judgment to both the righteous and the wicked affect the way we live?

· we’ll not be able to get away with things

· we might think we can but ultimately, God will confront unrighteousness

· we are responsible for our choices, our actions

· even though in today’s society people try to blame their actions on other things, other people

How can we fight against injustice?  How can we advocate justice and fairness in everyday life?
· stand up against what we know is wrong

· act justly, do the right thing in your own relationships and responsibilities

· act fairly with  your children, your spouse, your co-workers

· be willing to admit when you are wrong and be willing to make it right

· do not condone wrong doing

3.2 The Power of Oppression
What are some synonyms of  “oppression?”

· domination

· coercion

· cruelty

· tyranny

· repression

· subjugation 

Listen for the implications of oppression in people’s lives. 
Eccles. 4:1 (NIV) Again I looked and saw all the oppression that was taking place under the sun: I saw the tears of the oppressed-- and they have no comforter; power was on the side of their oppressors-- and they have no comforter
What did Solomon see taking place under the sun? (4:1)

· oppression

· saw people in sorrow and tears as a result of the oppression

· they had no relief

· no one was there to comfort them 

· they had no power to defend themselves

· it was the oppressors that had the power
What is it like to be oppressed and have no comforter?

· feel hopeless

· feel like there is no one who understands

· want to give up

· makes you mad   (reminds you of the saying, “Don’t get mad, get even!”

How is the oppression taking place in our society like or unlike the oppression that took place during Solomon’s day?

· those who have power force those without to do what they want

· typically large corporations are blamed for oppressing their workers

· may be those with  political power who are thought to wield that power without regard for others --- they do so mainly to hang on to their power

· sexual or racial harassment 

· religious persecution 

· consider abortion as a form of oppression

What kinds of ministries could we support that act on behalf of  the oppressed?

· Pro-Life organizations

· Voice of the Martyrs 

· missionary organizations

· abused women’s ministries

· rescue missions
· prison ministries (while prisoners have made many wrong choices of their own volition, they are oppressed by sin)

3.3 The Procedure of Protest
What images come to mind when you think of  protesting?

· waving placards or posters,  chanting and confronting police

· riots where police are using fire hoses or batons on protesters

Listen for appropriate ways to confront or protest injustice.
Eccles. 8:2-9 (NIV) Obey the king's command, I say, because you took an oath before God. [3] Do not be in a hurry to leave the king's presence. Do not stand up for a bad cause, for he will do whatever he pleases. [4] Since a king's word is supreme, who can say to him, "What are you doing?" [5] Whoever obeys his command will come to no harm, and the wise heart will know the proper time and procedure. [6] For there is a proper time and procedure for every matter, though a man's misery weighs heavily upon him. [7] Since no man knows the future, who can tell him what is to come? [8] No man has power over the wind to contain it; so no one has power over the day of his death. As no one is discharged in time of war, so wickedness will not release those who practice it. [9] All this I saw, as I applied my mind to everything done under the sun. There is a time when a man lords it over others to his own hurt 
What principles does Solomon declare for protesting?

· don’t be in a hurry 

· make sure the issue is a good cause

· know the right time and right procedure for confronting an issue

· don’t act unjustly in your confrontation of injustice!

What is the proper procedure for challenging an unjust law in our society?

· communicate with lawmakers

· may take protest

· may mean running for office yourself

· pray for God’s guidance, even for unbelieving leaders

· continue to declare to God your trust in His control of the situation

· vote the bums out!

Over what does no one have power? (8:8)

· no one has power over the wind

· you cannot contain it

· neither do you have power over the day of your death

What does this have to do with protesting injustice?

· some things we do have power to change

· we should be aware of the difference and become active when it is possible

3.4 The Prospect of Reversal
Listen for the hope or promise expressed in these verses.
Eccles. 8:10-13 (NIV)  Then too, I saw the wicked buried--those who used to come and go from the holy place and receive praise in the city where they did this. This too is meaningless. [11] When the sentence for a crime is not quickly carried out, the hearts of the people are filled with schemes to do wrong. [12] Although a wicked man commits a hundred crimes and still lives a long time, I know that it will go better with God-fearing men, who are reverent before God. [13] Yet because the wicked do not fear God, it will not go well with them, and their days will not lengthen like a shadow. 
What happens when a criminal’s sentence is not quickly executed? 

· people who are law abiding become cynical about the justice system

· the criminals think they got away with it, they are quick to plan another crime

· they think they can go on sinning

So what hope does Solomon hold onto in this situation?

· even though wicked men repeatedly get away with crime, the God-fearer is better off in the long run

· the wicked man who does not fear God will eventually come to God’s judgment 

What does it mean to fear God?

· stand in awe of His power and authority

· revere Him above all others

· you are afraid to “cross” Him

· your desire is to please Him, to worship Him, to declare His worthiness

Why are people who fear God better off than people who do not?

· not to fear God means to demean Him

· to rebel against Him

· Scripture is very plain about how the rebellious end up

· God is pleased by those who revere Him, He is offended by those who rebel

Why do the righteous sometimes get what the wicked deserve and vice versa?

· life happens

· bad things happen to good people, good things happen to bad people

· good and bad things happen to all kinds of people

· our perspective,  not always what happens in this life that result in what people deserve
In what respect is it impossible to fully understand life and God?

· we are not God … God is God

· we are not omniscient, not omnipotent

· if we could figure out God, His purposes, His ways, then He would not be much of a God

· God is so far beyond our ability to understand and reason out … this is why He is said to be holy … He is so different and other than we are … we are common

4. Application
4.1 Justice is treating others fairly
· This week focus on doing away with prejudice, greed, or unfairness in your life

· Act towards others as those created in the image and likeness of God

4.2 Injustice is often expressed as oppression or the misuse of power
· Consider the vantage point or view of the oppressed

· Allow what you see to motivate you to work against injustice
4.3 Governments are supposed to ensure human rights
· Sometimes they oppress, not bless

· Wise people obey earthly rulers

· People of faith must sometimes confront rulers

· When  you must, do so follow proper procedures – trust God to accomplish the change

4.4 Sometimes we wonder about the prosperity of the wicked and oppression of the righteous

· Be assured that ultimately the wicked face God’s justice

· Know that we should not try to fully understand life’s dilemmas

· Instead, enjoy what God has given you
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