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What Do You Own?

1. Motivate

Why is it a good idea to have a will?
· avoids confusion about your estate

· if no will, the courts decide what happens

· lose money to taxes
· assured of a favorable executor

· executor does not need to be bonded

· make sure children are cared for by someone you trust

· not possible to benefit your favorite charities
· not possible to leave property to people not your immediate relatives

2. Transition

Consider the implications of the existence of a will …

· the ownership of our “stuff” is not permanent

· despite the attitude of our culture

( Today we look at what we have with a biblical perspective
3. Bible Study

3.1 Respect the Owner
Listen for characteristics of God mentioned by David.
1 Chron. 29:10-11 (NIV) David praised the Lord in the presence of the whole assembly, saying, "Praise be to you, O Lord, God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. [11] Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. 
How did David describe the Lord when he praised Him? (29:10-15)

· God of our father Israel

· eternal

· great, powerful, glorious, majestic, splendorous

· everything belongs to God

· the kingdom is His … He rules it

· He is the exalted head over all

What does David mention that belongs to God?

· greatness, power, glory

·  majesty, splendor

· everything in heaven and earth

· the kingdom

This is one of David’s last public appearances.  Why do you suppose he didn’t use this occasion to herald accomplishments of his 40-year reign?
· he knew God had been his source of strength

· God had provided all his wealth

· God had accomplished all the good things that had happened

· God had given the victories he had won

· God had blessed His reign

· David is known as a man after God’s heart … not a self-serving man

David talks about wealth, power, greatness, splendor belonging to God.  When are we tempted to claim these things?

· when we get a raise, receive a bonus

· when we get a promotion and are given more authority

· when we win a competition

· when we are told we look good

· when we wear new clothes and work at looking good

We’ve heard the teaching that everything belongs to God.  What are some keys to live with that kind of attitude?

· practicing the custom of giving thanks at a meal

· learning to pray about purchases

· taking a training such as “Crown Financial” courses

· faithful tithing
What are some typical mistakes people make in this process?

· since I’m doing God’s work, I’ll tithe to myself

· I can only afford to tithe what is left after I pay my bills

· I’ll pray over my groceries, give thanks when I bring them home from the store

· no one is going to tell me how to spend my money

· we get caught up in what advertising tries to say, “You deserve it” … “You need it”

Consider some of our specific possessions … how might God want a person to use such an item?

	Car
	Boat
	Computer
	Home

	· go to visit shut ins

· calling ministry like FAITH

· transport someone to SS or church
	· use at a church camp

· give SS kids rides

· invite neighbor fishing so you can witness
	· email missionaries

· help church office with database

· do research of community for outreach
	· host summer backyard Bible club

· invite people to home Bible study

· be a safe place for kids to come


3.2 Treasure God’s Riches
Name some people in our country who have great wealth?

· Bill Gates, Sam Walton’s heirs

· some movie stars

· some sports figures 

· musical personalities

· business personalities (Donald Trump)

If they were asked about why they are worth so much money, what are some answers you might expect?

· worked hard

· good luck

· in the right place at the right time

· they deserve it because of their skills

· people are dumb enough to pay me

Listen for how David describes his worth.
1 Chron. 29:12-16 (NIV) Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. [13] Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name. [14] "But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand. [15] We are aliens and strangers in your sight, as were all our forefathers. Our days on earth are like a shadow, without hope. [16] O Lord our God, as for all this abundance that we have provided for building you a temple for your Holy Name, it comes from your hand, and all of it belongs to you. 
How did David describe himself as he praised the Lord? 

· who am I

· who are we

· we don’t deserve all you have given us so generously

· we are aliens, strangers in your sight

· our days are but a shadow, without hope

Why is it difficult for some people to acknowledge that their successes in life are a result of God’s goodness?

· lack of knowledge

· rebellion against God

· we like our stuff too much
· we have an inflated self-image, thinking we’re smarter, more clever 

· our culture applauds people who work hard, work smart

What kinds of circumstances help us know that God is the great Giver?

· the blessings we have that we don’t deserve (God’s grace)

· the job God provided

· the daily strength to perform that job

· looking back on life and noting God’s faithfulness

· testimonies of parents, grandparents of God’s provision

· a beautiful sunset, a pretty flower garden, a bountiful vegetable garden

3.3 Grow a Good Heart
Listen for David’s use of the word “heart.”
1 Chron. 29:17-20 (NIV)  I know, my God, that you test the heart and are pleased with integrity. All these things have I given willingly and with honest intent. And now I have seen with joy how willingly your people who are here have given to you. [18] O Lord, God of our fathers Abraham, Isaac and Israel, keep this desire in the hearts of your people forever, and keep their hearts loyal to you. [19] And give my son Solomon the wholehearted devotion to keep your commands, requirements and decrees and to do everything to build the palatial structure for which I have provided."     [20] Then David said to the whole assembly, "Praise the Lord your God." So they all praised the Lord, the God of their fathers; they bowed low and fell prostrate before the Lord and the king. 

What does the Lord God want to find in a person when he or she is tested? 

· God tests people’s hearts
· He desires integrity

What does David pray for the people?

· keep this desire in their hearts forever

· that they desire to give willingly

· keep their hearts loyal to you

How did David challenge Israel with his charge to Solomon? with his public prayer?

· Challenged Solomon and the people to wholehearted devotion to God’s commands

· Challenged them to keep God’s requirements, decrees

· challenged them to give all effort to completing the project of the temple for Jehovah

The people had been giving willingly.  What is the opposite of giving to God willingly?

· not giving at all

· giving while grumbling, resenting it
· giving like paying taxes … only because you must … might even cheat on full 10%

· looking for loopholes
( This would be giving without worshiping! 

David was concerned about the condition of his people’s hearts and good-hearted giving.  What does a person’s use of possessions reveal about his/her heart?

· whether they are materialistic

· do they just work to accumulate more?

· do they use them to get more?

· do they use them as a tool to be used for God’s kingdom?

How are giving and worship intertwined throughout this passage?

· we worship with our giving

· we declare God’s worth 

· we demonstrate God’s ultimate ownership by giving a tithe  and by our praise and thanksgiving

4. Application
4.1 All that we call our own really belongs to God
· We cannot take it with us after death

· Evaluate your stewardship of what God has given you

· Tell God each day this week that you want to use His resources for His kingdom

4.2 God owns it but He has blessed us with what He has given
· Look around your house today, and thank God for what He has provided

· When you give your offering, thank God for making it possible for you to give

· This week, ask God to give you an attitude of generosity with His resources
4.3 God’s is looking at your heart.
· Pray David’s prayer for the people for your own heart

· Pray for loyalty to God

· Pray for continued generosity in your giving
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