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The Case for God’s Existence

1. Motivate

What are some unique marriage proposals you have heard of?

· sign towed by an airplane

· a billboard

· a fellow who put on a suit of armor and rode a horse to his girlfriend’s house

· took the girl for an airplane ride and showed her a field with the proposal cut out in the grain field

· proposal displayed on the giant screen at a ballgame

Why do people go to such great lengths to show their love?

· they want to do it up special

· the uniqueness of the demonstration is supposed to be a measure of their love

2. Transition

Consider that God has gone to great lengths to demonstrate His love to us
· He demonstrates who He is in specific ways

· Today we look at three ways in which He communicates to us

3. Bible Study

3.1 Nature Points to God
Listen for symbolic language which describes divine creation.
Psalm 19:1-6 (NIV) For the director of music. A psalm of David. The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. [2] Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. [3] There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard. [4] Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world. In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun, [5] which is like a bridegroom coming forth from his pavilion, like a champion rejoicing to run his course. [6] It rises at one end of the heavens and makes its circuit to the other; nothing is hidden from its heat. 

What do the heavens and skies have to “say” to us?

· the glory of God

· the work of God’s hands

In what way do the heavens “display knowledge”? 

· they pour forth speech

· both in daytime and in night time

What words or phrases are used to tell us how far the voice of the heavens extends? 

· in every speech and language

· throughout all the earth

· to the ends of the earth

When is it easy to see God’s glory in nature?

· sunrise, sunset

· beauty of flowers

· majesty of mountain ranges

· the intricacy and superb design of the human body

· the balance of nature

When is it hard to see God’s glory in nature?

· the violence of the upper end of the food chain … when a carnivore kills for food

· the intensity of natural disasters (hurricanes, earthquakes, forest fires, etc.)

· the desolation of a desert 

What kinds of things distract us daily from seeing God’s glory in creation?

· busy lives

· spending so much time in a car on a commute

· modern entertainment

· hot/cold weather keep us inside

· humanistic mindsets

What has nature taught you about God?

· His creativity

· His power

· His wisdom

· He has full attention to detail

· nothing is too small or too large for His attention

· how well His creation works and meshes together

Why are science and faith not in conflict?

· when valid study is made of the nature of the world that surrounds us

· as long as we don’t ascribe the cause and source of our world to the wrong things

· when we get a sense of the enormity of the universe we begin to have a feel for the magnitude of God’s power and sovereignty
Why is acknowledging the existence of God based on observing nature not enough for a person to be rightly related to Him?

· it only points them towards God

· they must see and admit their own sinfulness – confess it, repent from it
· salvation requires putting faith in the redemptive work of Jesus Christ

3.2 The Word Reveals God
Listen for special revelation from both Old and New Testaments.
Hebrews 1:1-2 (NIV)   In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, [2] but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. 

How did God speak to people in the past?

· through the prophets

· on many occasions

· in many ways (direct voices, inspired them to act and write and speak,)

What was God’s means for speaking to mankind in “these last days”? 
· spoke to us through the person of Jesus

· His teachings

· His act of redemption

How would the revelation God gave through the Old Testament prophets different from the revelation God gave through His Son?

	Prophets
	Jesus Christ

	· God gave them messages

· They related what God told them

· Sometimes they did not understand the message, they just communicated it

· The messages were sometimes incomplete

· In some cases we still don’t know the full meaning of some prophecies
	· This is God, Himself speaking

· God is the one telling us

· Jesus fully understood what He was communicating

· Jesus is the message
· The message is complete

· Jesus was the culmination of God's plan for salvation

· Jesus was the fulfillment of many of the prophets’ messages


What reasons do people give for ignoring God’s Word as Truth?

· it’s just the writings of a bunch of men

· there is no such thing as absolute Truth (ask if this idea is absolutely true!?)

· what about all the writings of men such as Buddha, Confucius,  Mohammed, etc.

· the Bible is so narrow in its requirements – there are many ways to God

Describe a time when God spoke to you through His Word.

· encouragement

· conviction about something in your life

· exhortation to do (or not do) something

· challenge to pray more, to witness more

· a promise to cling to in a tough situation

· peace in the midst of a chaotic time in your life

(Your personal, firsthand experience of God’s Word working in your life is a powerful message to people today who want to ignore that same message.
3.3 My Spirit Craves God

Listen for how this sermon describes both the Athenians and people in general.
Acts 17:22-29 (NIV)   Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: "Men of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. [23] For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: to an unknown god. Now what you worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you.  [24] "The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands. [25] And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else. [26] From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. [27] God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us. [28] 'For in him we live and move and have our being.' As some of your own poets have said, 'We are his offspring.'    [29] "Therefore since we are God's offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone--an image made by man's design and skill. 

How did Paul use his knowledge of the Athenians’ “unknown god” to present the true God?

· suggested that this one unknown deity was really Jehovah – the God of Creation

· he was happy to inform them of the identity of the one they claimed was unknown

How did Paul describe God to his hearers? 
· He is the creator, sustainer

· He doesn’t need a man made temple

· His “dwelling” is everywhere – all of heaven, all of earth, He is that big

· He does not need us to take care of any of His needs 

· He is that powerful and sovereign (does as He pleases)

· He is the source of all life
In what ways do unsaved people today seek to have their spiritual cravings satisfied?

· they watch Oprah

· reading great philosophers

· substance abuse – an escape from life, a need to experience full satisfaction

· meditation

· pursuit of entertainment

Paul used Athenian culture and ideas to help them see Truth.  What are some ways this could happen in our culture?
· use movie clips to make a point about spiritual needs

· use holiday church presentations to invite people – even those from other cultures

· share personal testimony of how God helped you through tragedies (personal, natural)

· share a book like “40 Days of Purpose”  with someone who seems to be searching

· invite friends to Christian musical events (contemporary groups, Southern Gospel, classic presentations)

Paul had mixed results from this ministry.  How should we react when others don’t take us or what we say seriously?
· keep praying for them

· for the time being, agree to disagree

· keep up the friendships

· be quick to help them in their times of need – your kindness preaches more than your arguments

4. Application
4.1 This week look for evidences of God
· In nature around you

· In the events of your life

· Keep a written record of what you observe
4.2 Scriptures are an accurate witness to God’s acts, to Gods revelation
· They contain what God wants you to know

· So, read what God wants you to know

· Heed it!
4.3 The true God is not known to some people
· Look for opportunities to make known to them their unknown God

· Know that deep in every heart is a longing for God
· Be involved in sending/taking that Good News to people who have never heard 
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