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Satisfaction Found

1. Motivate

What kind of bread do you like most?
· fresh, hot

· rye

· raisin bread

· homemade

· Texas-toast

· cinnamon rolls – lots of raisins, gooey frosting

2. Transition

Now that we’ve got you hungry … think about spiritual hunger!

· People have spiritual hunger

· Today we look at how Jesus truly satisfies that kind of hunger

3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus Provides
Listen to the questions Jesus asks of his disciples.
John 6:5-13 (NIV) When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, "Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?" [6] He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do. [7] Philip answered him, "Eight months' wages would not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!" [8] Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, spoke up, [9] "Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?" [10] Jesus said, "Have the people sit down." There was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down, about five thousand of them. [11] Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. [12] When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, "Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted." [13] So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. 
Why do you think Jesus asked Philip how they should feed the crowd?

· the passage says it was to test him, to teach him a lesson

· to make him think about how Jesus might provide in a special way

· to cause him to look at people and see their needs

What does this interchange between Jesus and Philip tell us about Philip?

· a practical man

· immediately saw the financial implications of the problem

· did not think of Jesus' ability or inclination to intervene in some miraculous way

What did Andrew's response to the situation reveal about him?

· at least looking for some possible supply

· still, however, did not seem to see Jesus as doing anything special

· his comments show a certain amount of doubt, lack of faith
What’s wrong with the “here’s a little something, but it won’t make much difference” response?

· it’s a “throw away” answer

· show’s Andrew’s lack of faith in what Jesus could provide

· he was still looking at the problem 

· had no adequate solution

What tells us that Jesus was in control of the feeding of these people?

· Jesus is the one who brought it up

· we are told that He already knew what he was going to do

· he gave the instructions

How do we know that Jesus is in control of meeting our needs?

· He knows what our needs are (even before we do)

· He has given us promises that He will meet our needs

· He wants us to come to Him, trust Him, thank Him when He supplies

· His resources are endlessly sufficient

· He loves us (He has proved that), His power and authority are supreme

What kinds of resources do we have seemingly insufficient of, in our class to meet needs of people in our class, our church, our community?

· finances

· personnel

· time 

     our” loaves and fishes”
· energy
· skills
How can we place our meager “loaves and fishes” (resources) in Jesus’ hands?

· tell Jesus about the need

· tell Him of your insufficiency

· tell Him you are trusting Him to multiply the resources

· thank Him ahead of time for providing the needs … note that this is what Jesus did!

How might Jesus multiply these things?

· bless us financially so we can give more

· the Holy Spirit can prompt new people to be involved

· God might help us finish our tasks quicker than normal

· God will give added strength, energy
3.2 Jesus Satisfies
Listen for a claim that Jesus makes.
John 6:35-36 (NIV)   Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. [36] But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe. 

The people had come to Jesus because they were wanting free food again.  In what ways do we have a similar demanding attitude toward God?

· You need to fix this

· You let this bad thing happen to me … not fair

· I don’t like this situation

· I’m tired of this … hurry up and answer my prayer

What did Jesus say would be the result of coming to Him?

· never go hungry

· never be thirsty

Jesus makes a transition from physical bread (manna) to spiritual … "I am the bread of life."  How is Jesus like bread?

· basic sustenance for physical life, a universal food staple …

· spiritually, He is the universal supply for all spiritual needs

Today we have “quick energy drinks” and crave a “candy-bar fix” when our energy gets low.  What kinds of quick fixes do we sometimes want from Jesus?

· healing

· rescue

· direction

· solutions to impossible situations

How does Jesus being the “bread of life” go beyond the “energy drink” pick-me-up?

· more basic need

· true spiritual satisfaction

· more of a long term “nourishment”

· better quality

· not “empty”  calories of an emotional spiritual high

Jesus said, “you have seen me and still you do not believe.”  How is that possible?

· they saw what they wanted to see

· if they were against Him from the start, they refused to receive the reality of what was before them

· they were focused on physical things, not spiritual

( Similarly easy for us to be preoccupied with physical or material needs … look to Jesus for spiritual needs first … then He is faithful to minister to our whole person.

3.3 Jesus Secures
What situations cause you to feel insecure?
· unprepared for a public presentation

· meeting someone really important

· having to perform or present to a large group

· not being dressed correctly for the occasion

· associating with people significantly older/younger/richer/poorer than you are
(basically people who are different)

Listen for the kind of security Jesus promises.

John 6:37-40 (NIV)    All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. [38] For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. [39] And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. [40] For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day." 

According to this passage, why did Jesus come down from heaven? 

· not to do His own will

· rather to do the will of Him who sent me

· not to lose anyone the Father gave Him

· to raise all followers/believers up at the last day

What did Jesus say is the Father’s will? 

· if you look to Jesus

· if you believe in Him – believe His words, His teaching

· then you shall have eternal life – eternal union with God

· then you shall be raised bodily from death

What are some behaviors and statements of people who live in fear that Jesus would reject them?

· I’ll never be good enough to satisfy God

· I’ve just done too many bad things

· There’s too much “water under the bridge” for God to take me now

· What if I cannot live a perfect life?

What promise of security do you see in this passage

· if you come to Jesus, He will never drive you away

· eternal life

· promise of resurrection

Jesus said, “I shall lose none of all that he has given me.”  How would this help you to feel secure about your past, present, and future life?
· if we belong to Jesus, He’s going to take care of us, He’ll never “lose” us

· His love will overcome our shortcomings, our failures

· we don’t have to worry about not being “good enough” – we never will be, in our own strength

4. Application
4.1 Jesus saw the interruption of the needs of the people as an opportunity, not a nuisance.

· Allow God's compassion to be at work through you for needs of others

· Be assured that your limited resources (no matter how small) can be used by Jesus to touch people's lives for good

· Trust Him to multiply your resources to be sufficient

4.2  Be aware of your tendency to focus on physical needs

· Realize that Jesus will meet the physical needs

· Realize also that he is more interested in spiritual needs

· Ask Him to show you spiritual needs you should be bringing to Him

· He is more than willing and able to meet those spiritual needs
4.3 People must come to Jesus in faith to receive forgiveness of sins and eternal life in Christ
· True security is based on the work of Jesus 

· He will not lose anyone who believes in Him, He will keep them

· Look forward to your salvation being made complete on the day of our physical resurrection
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