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Personal Responsibility

1. Motivate

Let’s name all the different forms of identification you carry
· driver’s license

· student ID

· work ID

· library card

· health insurance IDs

· AARP

· Frequent Flyer Card

2. Transition

Carrying ID benefits other people more than us … we should know our identity

Today ( We consider that we sometimes forget who we are


    We look at God’s Word to see who we really are … how we should/can act.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Embrace Your New Identity
Tell us a time when you have you felt trapped?

· when you got a speeding ticket

· when you get “upside down” on payments for a car or house (it’s worth less than what you owe)

· you are overwhelmed with family responsibilities

What kinds of choices, behaviors, and thoughts tend to trap people today?

· substance abuse 

· pornography

· worry, anxiety

· abuse by a spouse

Listen for ways out of the traps in our lives.
Romans 6:8-11 (NIV)   Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. [9] For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. [10] The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.  [11] In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

What are some of the phrases which describe implications of being baptized or immersed into Christ’s death?

· united with Him in resurrection

· we also live with Him

· raised from the dead, death no longer has mastery

· the life He lives, He (and we) now live to God

Consider this picture … how does it depict our conversion experience?  

· headed in different direction

· looking back on former life

· looking ahead to a different future life

· looking back to death

· looking ahead to life

Consider what this picture might say about baptism?

· salvation is the dividing line between the old way of life and the new

· Baptism is the public symbol of that difference!

What would be some of the emotions experienced by a prisoner who was set free from a sentence leading to death?

· joy

· excitement

· relieved

· thankful

· comforted

How does this experience compare to a believer who experiences being united with Christ in resurrection to new life?

· when we realize what it implies we have similar emotions

· it’s like having a new lease on life

· like getting to start over with a clean slate

Consider how our death to sin and being alive to Christ carries over to  our resurrection when Jesus comes again?

· now we are “positionally”  dead to sin and alive to Christ

· This is how God looks at us

· right now we are still living in our physical bodies and must experience that death to sin and that new life by faith
· When Jesus comes again, we will be experientially separated from sin and joined to Christ in eternal union (eternal life)
How might anticipating this truth affect our daily lives?

· knowing of a spiritual reality gives us something in which to place our trust

· when you know Truth, that Truth sets you free

· looking forward to a spiritual reality is encouraging when you are still “slugging it out in the trenches”

3.2 Fight Sin
Listen for Paul’s warning about letting sin rule.
Romans 6:12-14 (NIV)   Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. [13] Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. [14] For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace. 

Who did Paul say used to be the boss of believers before they came to Christ?

· sin

In what ways does this “boss” try to nose its way back into our lives?

· temptations

· peer pressure from unbelievers (maybe even from believers)

· bombardment from media … both advertisements and entertainment

How does this passage say that sin rules over, bosses the believer?

· you obey its evil desires

· you offer the parts of your body to sin

· they become instruments of wickedness

What is the believer supposed to do instead of this

· offer yourselves to God

· offer the parts of your body to Him

· they become instruments of righteousness

· this way sin does not become your master

What does the word “offer” mean here?

· an offering

· we place these things at God's disposal

· we give up control of them, allow God to control them

· we make them available for God to use for His glory

Let’s make a list of things we can offer God.

· our skills, our talents

· our time

· our resources

· our minds, our intellects

· our emotions

What actions and attitudes will demonstrate to people around me that I have committed myself in obedience to God?

· priorities are towards God

· how I spend my money

· how I spend my time

· where I go, the entertainment I choose

· integrity in business

3.3 Walk in Righteousness
Listen for who should be our master or boss.
Romans 6:15-18 (NIV)  What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! [16] Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey--whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? [17] But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. [18] You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. 

What argument do you infer that Paul’s opponents try to make about sin?
· we are under grace

· we are not under the law

· you can sin and God’s grace forgives you every time … no problem

· the more you sin, the more grace you experience … how wonderful

Paul responds, “by no means!”  According to Paul, what does continual sinning lead to?

· being a slave to sin

· which leads to death

What causes a person to be a slave to sin?

· making wrong choices

· choosing to give in repeatedly to temptation

· allowing temptation to get the best of you

How does sin destroy a person’s life?

· without salvation, a person’s sin condition condemns them to spiritual death – eternal separation from God

· after salvation, sinning causes loss of fellowship with the Lord

· causes a “family” rift between us and God

· results in prayers not answered

· loss of God’s power in one’s life

Why can’t a person be his or her own master, enslaved to neither God nor sin?

· on your own, you have a natural tendency to choose wrong

· your selfish desires result in wrong choices

· in our own strength, we are unable to resist sin’s temptations

What alternative does Paul suggest?

· obedience to God

· leads to righteousness

· set free from slavery to sin

· become a “slave” to righteousness

In what ways is our relationship to God not like slavery?

· God is a benevolent master

· God’s power is at work in our lives

· the Holy Spirit empowers us to live for God and glorify Him

· we get into the habit of making right choices

4. Application
4.1 Christ died to take upon Himself our punishment for sin
· our sinful nature was placed upon Him also to die

· Jesus was raised from the dead to a new life

· We also can daily receive that new life – His power living through us in the person of the Holy Spirit

4.2 Temptation is a continuing reality in the life of one saved by grace.

· This week consciously choose not to yield to the temptations around you

· Daily thank God for His grace enabling you to live a life pleasing to God
4.3 Be aware that we often look for excuses for the sins in our lives
· Know that we need not be a slave to sin

· Choose God to be your master – experience the life and fulfillment of obedience to God
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