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Our Provider

1. Motivate

In school, what was the most difficult test you had to take?

· math

· science

· chemistry

· memorizing dates for history

· the SAT or ACT test

· the test I forgot to study for

· the test where I lost the notes for that part of the course

· it was open book and I forgot my book

2. Transition

Today we look at a test God gave to Abraham.

· Could he trust God and obey what God told him to do?

· Abraham found God can be trusted. We also can trust God … to meet all our needs.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Faith Tested
Listen for a surprising command.
Genesis 22:1-2 (NIV)  Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" "Here I am," he replied. 2  Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about."
What three imperatives summarize the task God gave to Abraham?
· take your son (only son, whom you love)

· go to region of Moriah

· sacrifice him there as a burnt offering 
In what ways might this task seem counterintuitive to the promises God had made to Abraham?
· Jehovah God forbade human sacrifice

· this son was God’s promise fulfilled – why would God undo the promise

· this son was to be the beginning of a great number of descendants – how could that happen if he was dead

The passage said this was a test … why would God be interested in testing Abraham?  Didn’t God already know how Abraham would react in advance?

· The test was not for God, it was for Abraham

· Abraham needed to find out the extent of his own faith

· Abraham needed to discover how deep was His obedience

· he needed to realize how important it was to obey God

· he needed to be reminded of God’s authority and power and wisdom

What kinds of obedience tests does God place before us?

· separate ourselves from ungodly acquaintances

· speak up when given an opportunity to witness

· surrender control of one’s life to God 

· accept a leadership or ministry opportunity in the church

· send a child or grandchild off to serve the Lord as a foreign missionary

· as a missionary send a young child off to boarding school

· learning to tithe a certain percentage of our gross income (before taxes, before bills)

· volunteer for a FAITH outreach team

What can we do to better remain ready to obey God?

· get to know God better

· become familiar with His promises

· ask Him for His help, assurance

· don’t be afraid to tell God how you feel … your fears, your need for His intervention

3.2 Trust God
Listen for Abraham’s responses.
Genesis 22:3-10 (NIV)  Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about.  4  On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance.  5  He said to his servants, "Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you."  6  Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together,  7  Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, "Father?" "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied. "The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?"  8  Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." And the two of them went on together. 9  When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10  Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.
Identify the actions in these verses that indicate Abraham intended to carry out the instructions of God. 
· up early the next morning

· saddled the donkey

· enlisted two servants

· cut the wood

· started on the trip

 What would be hard about each of these tasks?

· 3 day journey is a long time to think about what is going to happen

· cutting the wood, building the altar and thinking about what would actually happen to the sacrifice – his only son would be totally destroyed – not even a body to bury

· every step up the mountain brought him closer to the loss of his beloved son

· answering the son’s questions would be tricky – if you alarm him, he might run away

· How in the world was he able to tie him up? This was a teenager or a young man by now
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Abraham told the servants, “We will worship and then we will come back to you."   What could he have been implying by that?

· he might have doubted he would be able to actually go through with it

· God might raise Isaac from the dead

· God would intervene in some way

· God had promised a son to begin a line of descendants … God would keep His promise 

· Abraham believed God, he had faith in God’s words to him 

We previously listed examples of tests God takes us through.  In what ways do we demonstrate faith?

· making the best choices we can, depending on God’s guidance

· obeying God, whatever it would cost

· obeying God, even when the world’s advice would be in the opposite direction

· exercising “tough love”

· talking to God, early and often in the test

· keep on keeping on

On the way to the mountain and up the mountain, what kinds of questions do you think were going through his mind now?

· how does this fit with God’s promise of a long lineage ?

· how will it grow if it gets cut off right here?

· how do I explain this to Isaac?

· how will I explain this to Sarah?

· will I have another son to replace this one?

· will God somehow bring Isaac back into existence or back to life after the sacrifice?

· Consider Hebrews 11:18-19 (NIV)  even though God had said to him, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned." [19] Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death

3.3 God Provides
Listen for God’s provision.
Genesis 22:11-14 (NIV)  But the angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, "Abraham! Abraham!" "Here I am," he replied. 12  "Do not lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son." 13  Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14  So Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, "On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided."
How did God spare Isaac’s life?
· halted Abraham as he picked up the knife

· “don’t do anything to him”

· told Abraham he had demonstrated faith

· nearby in a thicket there was a ram caught by its horns

· that was the animal to be sacrificed

What reasons does God give for stopping him from killing Isaac?

· now I know you fear God

· you have not withheld from me your son

· you have obeyed me

What are some ways God has intervened and provided for you specifically?

· money to meet a specific need

· wisdom to make a decision

· availability of a house to buy at the right time, in the right neighborhood, for the right price

· nice kids in school to be friends for my children

· helped me/my child in a particularly difficult class in school

· met the right person for me/my child to marry
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courage and perseverance in a difficult situation

· the right job 

What is the significance of the name Abraham gives to this location? 
· God provided the lamb here

· God provided “new life” for his son

· Again from Hebrews 11, “and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death.”
If you were to name a geographic place based on an experience that developed your faith, what place would you choose?

· the operating room where I had that surgery

· the altar at church camp where I dedicated my life to Jesus

· the mail box where I received the check which provided for my financial need

· the pew I was sitting in when God spoke to me about that issue

· the wrecked car where God rescued me

· courtroom where God convinced me I had hit rock bottom

What lessons do you think Isaac learned from this experience?

· do what God says

· God provides in some impossible situations

· Dad really trusted God … I hope I can also

· God rescued us in a very scary situation … He is powerful and wise

· that was a vivid lesson about God’s provision, God’s requirement for our obedience

What parallels do you see between Isaac, Abraham’s son and Jesus, God’s Son?

· each was an only son

· both fathers were willing to sacrifice them

· there was a substitute involved in both cases … 

· the ram was the substitute for Isaac, Jesus is the substitute for all of us

· in that sense, there is also a parallel between the ram and Jesus than Isaac and Jesus
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Application
Identify your “Isaac.” 

· What circumstance, person, or thing are you having the most difficulty placing in God’s care? 

· Consider why it is a challenge to trust God in this area of your life.

Place your “Isaac” on the altar. 

· Abraham had to first gather the resources necessary to make a sacrifice before he could find God’s provision. 

· Identify concrete steps you can take to place your “Isaac” in God’s care.

Look for God’s provision.
· When you are so focused on the cost of placing your “Isaac” on the altar, you can miss what God is doing. 

· So … always be looking for God’s provision. 

· Make known to others the good things God is providing in your life.
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Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





It’s a simple recipe. Unscramble each of the clue words. Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number.  If you get stuck, find the solution at �� HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/ybmlrhh4" �https://tinyurl.com/ybmlrhh4� along with other family activities 
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