9/5/10
Making Your Case

1. Motivate

Agree or Disagree … “God needs to be defended”

	Agree
	Disagree

	· people need to hear Truth

· otherwise unbelievers walk all over us

· people have wrong ideas about God, they need to get it straight

· there are good reasons to believe in God
	· God doesn’t need us to do anything

· God is omnipotent, omniscient – doesn’t need our bumbling efforts

· God can more than handle anything men can throw at Him


2. Transition

New Testament writers spoke to this … it is important to defend our faith and our beliefs

( Today we learn how to do it in a proper way
3. Bible Study

3.1 Be Prepared
Listen for what believers should always be prepared.
1 Peter 3:15-17 (NIV)   But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, [16] keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. [17] It is better, if it is God's will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 

What did Peter instruct his readers to be prepared for? 

· give an answer to people who ask you about your faith

· give reason for hope you have
How were these readers to give the reason for their hope in Christ? 
· with gentleness

· with respect

Why is it sometimes difficult to defend or explain your beliefs with gentleness and respect?

· people who confront us can be neither gentle nor respectful

· easy to get emotional about it

· sometimes we don’t know good answers and we are tempted to speak in anger

· we are misunderstood

Why would words spoken without gentleness or respect get us into trouble?

· when we speak without thinking,  say things that are unkind

· end up like politicians, always having to retract, explain what we really meant to say

· “I know you think you understand what you thought you heard me say, but I am not sure you realize that what you thought you heard was not what I meant”
· we might win an argument with someone but not win the person to Jesus

Believers today face many pressures.  What kinds of situations might cause us to question our own hope and faith?

· struggling with health issues

· family hardships

· children that stray from God despite our prayers and efforts

· unfairness in events – bad things happen to good people – bad people prosper
· our prayers seem not to be answered, we feel God doesn’t hear us

· tragedies take loved ones away from us

Peter prefaces the passage with “seat apart Christ as Lord in your heart.”  What does this have to do with the ability or readiness to defend our faith?

· must become convinced in our own minds of what we believe

· must totally submit to the Lordship of Christ

· must make the personal commitment to belong 100% to Jesus

· you cannot talk convincingly to others if you are not convinced your own self

· making Jesus Lord is not merely a private decision … it inevitably becomes evident to others

How do we begin to understand and to prepare to explain your hope in Christ?

· give thought to what you believe

· write it out

· read and study God’s Word

· take a class in witnessing

· practice

We talked of life events which cause us to struggle with faith.  Why are such times  of difficulty important for sharing Christ with gentleness and respect?
· we can share from experience

· we can tell how God took us through a difficult situation

· we can relate the sufficiency of God in the midst of tough times

· it is a life event that actually happened, it is not an abstract concept

· while people can argue against our convictions, they cannot deny our personal experiences

Which do you think is harder, being part of a culture of skepticism or knowing someone who is a skeptic?
	Culture of Skepticism
	Knowing a Skeptic

	· it is pervasive, all around us

· we hear it in entertainment

· we hear it in news media

· it affects our children as they grow up

· it even shows up in schools
	· they are in your face about it

· they reject your opinions outright

· they can treat you as a fool

· they make repeated comments putting you down


Consider:   Why do skeptics try so hard to discredit the church if it is not “real” in their opinion?
3.2 Know to Whom You Are Talking
Listen for why Paul was speaking to the people in Aramaic (Hebrew)?
Acts 21:40-22:3 (NIV)     Having received the commander's permission, Paul stood on the steps and motioned to the crowd. When they were all silent, he said to them in Aramaic: [22:1] "Brothers and fathers, listen now to my defense."    [2] When they heard him speak to them in Aramaic, they became very quiet.  Then Paul said: [3] "I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city. Under Gamaliel I was thoroughly trained in the law of our fathers and was just as zealous for God as any of you are today
How did Paul address his audience?

· brothers

· fathers

What did Paul say about his rearing and training?

· born a Jew

· grew up in Jerusalem

· studied under rabbi Gamaliel

· thoroughly trained in the law

· zealous for God as anyone there

Gamaliel was an honored and respected rabbi known to Paul’s audience.  How would mentioning him have helped with points of contact?

· spoke to his credibility

· showed he was one of them – someone who valued the same beliefs they did

· was more than name dropping, he had actually studied and spent time

Why do you think Paul told his own story instead of preaching a sermon?

· people relate to personal stories more than theory

· they knew some of the background

· they could relate to his experiences
When is it useful to share your personal experiences with others?

· when you are speaking with someone who might not know church jargon

· when you know the person is not interested in a theological discussion

· in today’s culture, people think any belief is valid, you wish to communicate something that actually happened

· when you wish to share exactly what God did in your life and how He can do it in their life also

Note Paul’s respectful request of the authorities to address the crowd.  In what situations do we have to be careful to balance God’s call to be a witness and respect for authorities over us?

· don’t deprive your employer of your work time by taking time to witness

· if a permit is required for a street meeting, make sure to get it

· live and work within the law, just because you are doing God’s work does not excuse you to speed in your car on  your way to teach Sunday School

3.3 Share What You Know
Listen for an astonishing experience Paul had.
Acts 22:4-10 (NIV) I persecuted the followers of this Way to their death, arresting both men and women and throwing them into prison, [5] as also the high priest and all the Council can testify. I even obtained letters from them to their brothers in Damascus, and went there to bring these people as prisoners to Jerusalem to be punished. [6] "About noon as I came near Damascus, suddenly a bright light from heaven flashed around me. [7] I fell to the ground and heard a voice say to me, 'Saul! Saul! Why do you persecute me?' [8] " 'Who are you, Lord?' I asked. " 'I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting,' he replied. [9] My companions saw the light, but they did not understand the voice of him who was speaking to me. [10] " 'What shall I do, Lord?' I asked. " 'Get up,' the Lord said, 'and go into Damascus. There you will be told all that you have been assigned to do.'  
Paul is a great example of being sincere, but sincerely wrong.  What was Paul like before his conversion? 

· persecuted the followers of The Way (Christians)
· persecuted them even unto death

· arrested both men and women

· threw them into prison

· got official warrants from the priests

Paul was in rebellion against the Lord.  In what ways do we rebel against God?

· reject church and biblical teaching
· make bad choices

· indulge ourselves – worship self

How was Paul converted to Christ? 

· on road to Damascus to arrest believers

· bright light shown from heaven

· knocked him over, blinded him

· heard a voice “Saul, why do you persecute me”

· voice identified as Jesus of Nazareth

· message seemed directed only to Saul/Paul

· told to get up and go to Damascus
What kinds of things could you tell someone about how God changed your life?

· no longer involved in harmful activities (substance abuse, self indulgence, etc.)

· God cured your anger, your fear

· now have a desire to put God first

· you allow the principles of God’s Word to direct your life

· God’s Spirit controls your choices

What principles from our passage in 1 Peter 3 did Paul demonstrate in this situation?

· told how he had been set apart unto the Lord

· he was ready to speak, he gave a defense, he was gentle, respectful

· he shared the hope that he had

· when the whole thing was over, his conscience was clear

· the suffering he had experienced ended up being for good

4. Application
4.1 As Christians, we should seize every opportunity to defend our faith
· This week, welcome questions as opportunities to explain what you believe

· Live a consistent life – a life that demonstrates what we say we believe

· You might not be a trained apologist, but informal defense of the faith can be just as effective

4.2 Do you know what you believe and why you believe it?
· When God gives opportunities to share, make an effort to identify with the other person

· Use words they can understand, not churchy jargon
4.3 Remember that prejudice and hatred exist all around us
· The good news is that God can change lives dramatically
· Remember also that our task is to be faithful in witnessing

· It is God who accomplishes that change, not our arguments
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