10/31/2010
Making Sense of Faith
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1. Motivate

Agree or disagree … 
	Agree
	Disagree

	· you have to know what you’re believing in

· you can only believe what you know about

· otherwise it’s a blind leap in the dark
	· we will never understand everything
· we only need to believe what God has said, what He promises

· faith has to do with the object of one’s faith – even if it is not totally understandable


2. Transition

We understand that knowledge alone falls short of biblical faith
· There is a big difference between knowing about Jesus and knowing Him
· Knowing Jesus requires faith … faith that surrenders to Him

· Today we look at faith that surrenders to Jesus
3. Bible Study

3.1 Trust in the Reliable
What are some of the many religious acts and practices people around the world perform in an attempt to please God?

· doing penance, 

· going on a hajj (pilgrimage)

· burning incense
· doing good deeds
· totally separate oneself from worldly influence

Listen for how Abraham pleased God
Romans 4:1-3 (NIV)   What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered in this matter? [2] If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about--but not before God. [3] What does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness."   … 4:22-25     This is why "it was credited to him as righteousness." [23] The words "it was credited to him" were written not for him alone, [24] but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness--for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. [25] He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification. 

According to this passage how was it that Abraham achieved righteousness?

· he believed God

· this was credited to him as righteousness

According to this passage, if he had been justified by his works, what would be the problem?

· he would have something to boast about

Why do some people have trouble believing that they can be only justified by faith?

· it’s too easy, too simplistic

· they like to boast (at least in their own minds)  about how good they are 

· it doesn’t fit with most of the rest of our value systems

· we are usually paid according to how well we demonstrate certain abilities

· people are awarded fame and popularity according to how hard they work and how well they do

· as discussed above, that means that really bad people can be justified … and that’s not fair!

The object of our faith matters.  What is wrong with the statement, “It doesn’t matter what you believe if you honestly believe.”  What might be some examples?
· you are in big trouble if what you believe in is wrong

· example: you believe you are on the right road, but you end up at the wrong destination

· what/who you believe in is the critical issue

· you might believe a solid looking chair is OK, but if it is weak and collapses under you, your faith was misplaced

· believing in a deity that is powerless is a vain exercise

· believing in a method for salvation that is false is deadly

So what does our passage say must be the object of our faith?  Specifically what must we believe?
· Believe in what God did

· Believe Jesus was “delivered up” to die for our sins 

· Believe Jesus took the penalty of death we deserved

· Believe He was raised from the dead so we can be declared justified

Someone might tell you it is “too late” for them to get right with God.  What does this thinking tell you about their understanding of biblical faith.

· they think it depends on being able to balance bad deeds with good deeds

· they think God is unable to forgive them, they’ve done bad things for too long

· they don’t understand it is God who chooses to forgive even the most terrible sinner

· they don’t realize that all sins are forgiven by what Jesus did

What about believers who have many years of faithful service to the Lord.  How does such a person keep from putting faith in their good works?

·  stay grounded in God’s Word

· be reminded daily of God’s love and our sinful condition

· be in the habit of thanking God often for His love and His redemptive work of death and resurrection

· tell God on a daily basis, you are trusting Him to be your righteousness

3.2 Faith Is An Act of the Will
Listen for how faith is act of the will.
Romans 10:9-13 (NIV)  That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. [10] For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. [11] As the Scripture says, "Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame." [12] For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile--the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, [13] for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 

 According to these verses, what roles do the mouth and heart play?

· confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord”

· believe in your heart (mind, whole being) the Truth of the Risen Savior



Agree or disagree 

	Agree
	Disagree

	· When you say those words, you mean it

· people must declare for Jesus

· the world will know you are now saved

· the understanding of the resurrection comes later on, eventually
	· the resurrection is key to salvation

· trusting in a dead “savior” is no salvation

· both are equally important

· one is inner, one is outer


Why do you think both are necessary?

· it is true that you must declare publically your beliefs

· you cannot keep it a secret

· it must also be inward

· it is also true that you cannot be faking it – you must be convinced (convicted) of the reality of a living Savior

· it must be Truth that you claim as personal  

· “that is Truth for me … I’m staking my life on it as reality”

So if someone is watching us, how would they know that we confess Jesus as Lord?
· here is where “works” come in – they will be the result of our faith, our belief

· Jesus said in John 13:35 (NIV)  By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." 

· we will be motivated by Christ’s love to minister to others around us

What guidance would you give to a young person (or an older person) who wanted to be saved but did not want to change his lifestyle?

· declaring that “Jesus is Lord” must include confession and repentance

· If Christ controls one’s life, then that person will turn away from sin (repentance)

· to come to the decision that Christ must be Lord, you must agree with God that you need Christ to control your life, you must confess your need for a Savior

3.3 Faith Is A Way of Life
Listen for how the Christian life is like a race.
Hebrews 12:1-2 (NIV)   Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. [2] Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

What do you think the writer meant by “surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses?”

· all these heroes of faith are in heavenly grandstands watching us(?)

· their examples continue speak to us down through the ages

· they were able to demonstrate faith – most were pretty normal folk – we can too

· our experiences are not unique … others have trusted God before us … God was faithful to them and will be faithful to us

What advice does the writer give us about “running the race?”

· set aside, throw off things that hinder us

· repent from sin that entangles us, trips us up

· run with perseverance

· fix your eyes on Jesus the source of our strength

· focus on who God is, what He has done for us

What kinds of things hinder an Olympic athlete’s speed and agility?

· bulky clothes

· heavy shoes




· tight or restrictive clothes

What kinds of things hinder the believer’s running the race of life?

· dabbling in sin

· involvement in things that take our focus off of Christ

· idols in our lives … they use up our resources (time, talents, finances)

( Like the runner strips down for the race, get rid of things which hinder your spiritual race

How do we fix our eyes on Jesus in a society that emphasizes materialism and “get all the gusto”?

· daily time together with God … reading what He says, applying it to your life

· remember what happened to Peter when he took his eyes off Jesus and looked at the waves

· remember that the heroes of faith (Heb. 11) demonstrated faith by believing and acting on what God had told them

· we have much more of what God has said than they did, take advantage of it

4. Application
4.1 Build your faith on the Truth of what God says
· Be sure your faith is personal … “what God says is Truth for me”

· As a devotional exercise write down details of that Truth – specifically what is it you are believing in?

4.2 Faith is seen both in your salvation experience and in your daily life
· A believer makes the choice to believe in Christ
· The believer also makes the choice to submit to Christ as Lord

· Ask God this week how you can submit to Him in new areas of your life
4.3 The Christian life is like a long distance run … it requires perseverance
· It also requires getting rid of sin or any other hindrance

· Be quick to listen to God concerning what may be holding you back from a victorious Christian life

Extensive knowledge of the Bible and Christianity is necessary for biblical faith





Confessing “Jesus is Lord” is more important than believing in Jesus’ resurrection





a considerable amount of technology is used to develop clothing, shoes, equipment, etc.
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