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Invest in Others

1. Motivate

In your opinion, what are the better areas of investment in today’s economy?
· real estate

· technology

· entertainment

· energy

· chocolate!

· alternative energy

2. Transition

Consider that we also “invest” in people.
( Today we look at a man in the New Testament who invested in people

( He did so in the face of “learned” disapproval – yet had success

3. Bible Study

3.1 Risk Investing in People
Listen for who was willing to accept Saul as a disciple.
Acts 9:26-27 (NIV)    When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he really was a disciple. [27] But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey had seen the Lord and that the Lord had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus. 

Who mistrusted Saul in Jerusalem?  Why? 

· disciples in Jerusalem

· afraid of him

· didn’t believe he really was a disciple

How did Barnabas help the apostles accept Saul? 

· brought Saul to the apostles

· told them how Saul had seen the Lord in a vision

· related how God had spoken to Saul

· shared how he preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus while in Damascus

What did Barnabas risk in standing up for Saul?

· at least embarrassment, at worst his own safety (if Saul was involved in an undercover operation)

· the safety and lives of the apostles and other believers in Jerusalem

· the continued growth of the fledgling church

What might we risk by investing in others?

· time and energy

· embarrassment if the person turns out to be a fake or gives up

· we might make the wrong choice and waste our effort

· in a country that opposes Christianity, one could literally risk his/her life

What would be the benefits of investing in Saul if he turned out to be genuine?

· it was known that Saul was a mover and a shaker, he could help them grow

· would be a reversal for those who opposed the growth of the church

· would bring Saul into a new and expanded role of ministry

· would be an infusion of dynamic leadership into the church
Saul/Paul became one of the world’s premier missionaries.  How would history be different if Barnabas had not taken the risk to involve Saul?

· much of New Testament might have read differently

· growth of the early church might have gone in a different direction

· inclusion of Gentiles into the church might have been slower

How could a person like Barnabas help heal wounds in a church group?

· see the good in people

· be willing to befriend them

· be ready to bring folks together

· promote forgiveness and understanding

3.2 Involve Others
Listen for how Saul got involved in the ministry in Antioch
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Acts 11:19-26 (NIV)   Now those who had been scattered by the persecution in connection with Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, telling the message only to Jews. [20] Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. [21] The Lord's hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord.     [22] News of this reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. [23] When he arrived and saw the evidence of the grace of God, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. [24] He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord.      [25] Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, [26] and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. 


What was one of the results of Stephen’s martyrdom? 
· brought about expanding persecution to believers

· caused an exodus of people to surrounding cities

· these people took with them the gospel message, the concept of Christ’s death providing a forgiveness for sins

· shared the good news about Jesus 

To whom was the news about Christ being told? 

· people as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, Antioch

· they were Jews so they only associated with and communicated to Jews

What was the result of their sharing the good news?

· God’s hand was with them

· a great number of people believed

· many turned to the Lord

What did Barnabas find when he reached Antioch?

· saw the evidence of the grace of God

· was glad

· encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts

· this encouragement and exhortation resulted in a great number of people being brought to the Lord

According to the passage, what was exemplary about Barnabas? 

· a good man

· filled with the Holy Spirit

· a man of faith
How did Barnabas involve Saul? 

· traveled to Tarsus, Saul’s home town

· to bring him back to Antioch

· joined together they taught great numbers of people

Why do you think Barnabas went for Saul (it had been about 10 years since their acquaintance in Jerusalem)? 

· needed help due to the growth of the church

· knew that Saul was a dynamic speaker/teacher

· this would get Saul involved in a church growth situation

· Barnabas’ goal was church growth – saw the opportunity to get good help

· may have been thinking ahead to opportunities for future ministries together

Why is someone like Barnabas a real asset to a church?

· sees potential in people

· sees what really needs to be happening

· willing to work with others

· brings together the right mix of people to accomplish great things

The modern term we would use for Barnabas is “mentor”
· A mature believer who gets involved in the life of another

· Encourage, exhort, advise

· Goal is not to stay a mentor but to have them grow, be a partner, then to mentor others

3.3 Recognize True Potential
Listen for the reason of a disagreement.
Acts 15:36-41 (NIV)   Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, "Let us go back and visit the brothers in all the towns where we preached the word of the Lord and see how they are doing." [37] Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them, [38] but Paul did not think it wise to take him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the work. [39] They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, [40] but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord. [41] He went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches. 

What did Paul suggest to Barnabas? 

· let’s go back and visit the towns where we preached

· we’ll see how they are doing

· we would call that “discipling”
Why didn’t Paul want Mark to accompany the apostles on their trip? 
· didn’t think it was wise

· Mark had deserted them in Pamphylia

· he hadn’t gone on with them for the rest of their trip

· we infer that Paul didn’t want to have that happen again

· figured Mark wasn’t dedicated enough before and would act the same this time
What did the apostles do about their difference of opinion? 

· sharp disagreement, parted company

· Barnabas took Mark, headed for Cyprus

· Paul chose Silas to revisit the churches

· they were blessed by the local church to go on their way with God’s blessing

Why do you think Paul and Barnabas’s difference of opinion turned into such a deep division?

· both had strong convictions

· Paul had strong feelings about dedication to the task

· Barnabas had strong feelings about involving as many as possible in the ministry

· Barnabas had more mercy than Paul 

What risks did Barnabas take this time, standing with John Mark?

· lose Paul’s friendship

· cause a rift in the church if people took sides

· might have Mark leave again and be embarrassed

· cause Mark’s repeated failure, hurting his self confidence

Name a “Barnabas” who invested in your life.

· pastor

· youth worker

· small group leader

God is still looking for mentors to invest in others’ lives

· a church deacon

4. Application
4.1 Investing yourself in the life of another requires use of your own resources
· This week look for someone to whom you can be an encouragement

· Ask God for wisdom in knowing who to help and how to help

4.2 The church must place its priority on teaching and learning
· This task takes many different kinds of people

· Pray that our church will have a family spirit and be accepting of these different types of people

· Support and participate in all kinds of outreach
4.3 You may know someone who caused disappointment by giving up on a task
· Pray for wisdom for those who must deal with these kinds of situations

· Our mission is important, but so is the manner in which we deal with people

· Be ready to give (and receive) a second chance
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