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1. Motivate

When your children were young, what types of people did you want them to avoid?
· strangers

· creepy types

· kids who were always in trouble

· people who use bad language

Whom do adults avoid?

· people who are different

· people with offensive habits

· telephone solicitors

2. Transition

Why should we avoid certain influences

· can drag us down … spiritually, socially, business

· they can be “parasites”

· they are just unpleasant to be around

Today ( we look at what Paul told Timothy about certain bad influences in the church where he served

· We want to apply these principles correctly in our lives

3. Bible Study

3.1 Stand Against False Teaching
Listen for Paul’s warnings to Timothy.
2 Tim. 3:1-9 (NIV)    But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. [2] People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, [3] without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, [4] treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God-- [5] having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them.    [6] They are the kind who worm their way into homes and gain control over weak-willed women, who are loaded down with sins and are swayed by all kinds of evil desires, [7] always learning but never able to acknowledge the truth. [8] Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so also these men oppose the truth--men of depraved minds, who, as far as the faith is concerned, are rejected. [9] But they will not get very far because, as in the case of those men, their folly will be clear to everyone. 

According to verse 2, what will people be like in the last days?

· lovers of themselves

· lovers of money

· boastful

· proud

· abusive

· disobedient to parents

· ungrateful

· unholy 

Why is it so tempting to be a lover of pleasure rather than a lover of God?

· loving pleasure seems to have no accountability … to God or to anyone

· it’s fun!

· does not require acknowledgment of a higher authority

· it’s easy to do

According to verse 3, in the last days, what will people lack?

· without love

· unforgiving

· slanderous

· no self-control

· brutal

· not lovers of the good

What kind of “godliness” will people have in the last days? (3:5)

· only a form of godliness

· denying the power of godliness

How can someone have a form of godliness yet deny its power?

· talk about being “good”

· work at being a good person

· do so in your own strength

· being “righteous” is what you aspire to, what you worship

· God is not the focus of your life

In what way does our society encourage people to let themselves be controlled by evil desires?

· entertainment is a whole industry

· even wholesome entertainment like the Disney parks focus on having fun and treating yourself

· the tremendous extent of substance abuse – from over-eating to alcohol to drugs

Thinking of family relationships, why do these characteristics Paul warns against pose great danger?
· destroy marriages

· focus on self, not on meeting the needs of others

· can cause family members to compromise what is right

Paul says in verse 5 to avoid such people.  How do we do that and live and work in today’s world?

· we cannot avoid many work relationships

· we can’t always move away from a neighbor

· we can be careful how we choose the folks we socialize with

· we can avoid places where it is obvious that folks we would associate with indulge in habits and practices that are ungodly

3.2 Follow Good Examples
Listen for a sober “heads up” Paul gives.
2 Tim. 3:10-13 (NIV)  You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, [11] persecutions, sufferings--what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. [12] In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, [13] while evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 

 What traits did Timothy know about Paul that contrasted with the characteristics in the previous passage?
· purpose

· faith

· patience

· love

· endurance during sufferings

Why would a maturing spirituality not only involve avoiding bad influences, but continuing to follow good examples of godliness?

· suppose you do away with some influences in your life

· then a sort of “power vacuum” occurs

· we will be influenced by someone or something

· even the idea of repentance requires not just turning around, turning away from sin

· it also involves heading in the other direction … following those good examples

Paul says that everyone who pursues a godly life should expect persecution.  How do you suppose people described in verses 2 – 5 would respond to persecution?
· give up

· grow bitter

· forsake following/serving the Lord

· they would “fold”

· would not wait around for God to rescue them (as Paul did)

Paul is reminding Timothy of what he (Timothy) had learned from him (Paul).  What kinds of folks were a positive influence on your life as a young person?

· parents, grandparents

· youth worker

· pastor

· camp counselor

· older sibling

What was it about them that caused you to want to follow their example?

· positive, rarely critical

· always enthusiastic about the Lord

· quick to share what God was doing in their lives

· always ready to pray for you, with you

· obviously knowledgeable  about the Scriptures
3.3 Study Scripture
Listen for how the scriptures affect those who read, study, apply Truth.
2 Tim. 3:14-17 (NIV)    But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, [15] and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. [16] All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, [17] so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

What did Paul say that Scripture was useful for?

· for teaching

· rebuking

· correcting

· training in righteousness

· equipping a godly person for every good work

How are using Scripture for teaching and training different from rebuking and correcting?

	Teaching and Training
	Correcting and Rebuking

	· communicating what the Bible says

· learning and doing God’s commands

· learning to put into practice it’s principles
	· noting when someone has disobeyed one of God’s commands

· bringing someone back into line with scriptural teaching

· confronting false teaching


How do parents and grandparents instill this attitude and usage of the scriptures in a child?

· practice it in  your own lives

· talk about it in the making of decisions and value judgments

· share often what God spoke to you about in a Bible passage, in a sermon, in a SS lesson

· ask children about what they learned in SS

· ask young people about their opinion of a sermon (be willing to listen)

· do NOT use it as a club – Mrs. Walton made the children memorize verses as punishment

· instead give positive reinforcement (Bible Memorization Association)

Paul said that Scripture is “God-breathed” … how is that different from dictating to the writers?

· God’s Holy Spirit worked in their hearts and minds

· He gave them the ideas, the concepts

· we can see how they used their own vocabulary and their own style

· they weren’t robots or dictating machines

( God still intends to communicate to all people who He is and what He requires

( He has the power to do that through men and women who submit to Him

4. Application
4.1 The sins of the “last days” are already here, but they will become worse.
· Christians are called out to be different from these kind of people

· This week consider biblical guidelines for living as you make choices in how you will act

4.2 Mature Christians have a responsibility to help new converts grow spiritually
· Less mature believers need to follow the examples of mature, godly Christians

· Pray for one another both to be a good example and to follow good examples.
4.3 The purpose of Scripture is first to lead people to salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.
· Be involved in, support scriptural teaching of children in your sphere of influence

· For your own spiritual growth, pursue the daily study of and meditation on God’s Truth in Scripture
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