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Go Tell It on the Mountain

1. Motivate

What is it like to be around someone whose first child has just been born?
· you have to look at lots of pictures

· you hear all the details of the feedings and late nights

· they are constantly checking on the baby – is it sleeping /awake /hungry /wet /crying /quiet ?

· they have questions about what is normal

· you look at more pictures

2. Transition

Today we look at another new parent – Zechariah, father of John the Baptist
· he sings a prophecy about his newborn son

3. Bible Study

3.1 God Saves Us from Sin
Listen for what Zechariah declares that God has done.
Luke 1:67-71 (NIV) His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied: [68] "Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has redeemed his people. [69] He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David [70] (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago), [71] salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us-- 
How does Zechariah speak about God in his song?
· offers praise

· says He is the God of Israel

· declares He has come

· He has redeemed His people

· He has brought salvation

· He had communicated this through prophets

· He has provided salvation from enemies
For whom and from what was the salvation that Zechariah described?
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for the nation of Israel, the house of David

· salvation from enemies

· from all who hated them

· salvation through forgiveness of sins 
Note the world “redeemed.”  Recall the “redemption”  of S & H Green Stamps

· customers would receive Green Stamps when they made a purchase from a retailer

· stamps could be saved up and redeemed for many items in a S & H catalog

· during 1960s this catalog was the largest publication in the US

· S & H printed more stamps than the Post Office!

Zechariah’s use of “redeemed” means much more.  How does God “redeem” us?

· paid a ransom price (death of Christ) to set us free from penalty of sin

· redeems us (set us free) from the power of sin from day to day

· will ultimately redeem us the presence of sin – in heaven

From what kinds of oppression do we need redemption or freedom, as believers?

· unhealthy habits which are hard to break

· attitudes towards others

· a mindset or addiction to materialism

· anger, depression, apathy

Who was the source of inspiration for Zechariah’s song? 

· the Holy Spirit

· Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit
What does it mean to be filled with the Spirit?

· controlled by,  submitted to the control and direction of God’s Spirit

· Consider Ephes. 5:18 (NIV)  Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. 
· contrast being under the influence of alcohol vs. being controlled by God’s Spirit

· contrast also the results of who is in control of your life
So not only is the Spirit of God the source of inspiration for a prophetic song

· God’s Spirit directs your thinking, your decisions

· God’s Spirit enables/empowers you to say, do what God desires of you

· The Holy Spirit frees the believer from the power of sin
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From  http://www.greatcom.org/english/spirit.htm
http://4laws.com/laws/english/flash/
3.2 God Saves Us to Serve
Listen for what Zechariah says about his son.
Luke 1:72-77 (NIV) to show mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, [73] the oath he swore to our father Abraham: [74] to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and to enable us to serve him without fear [75] in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. [76] And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, [77] to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins, 
How did Zechariah predict his son’s purpose in life? 

· will be called a prophet of the Most High

· you will go on before the Lord

· you will prepare the way for Him

· this will give His people the knowledge of salvation

· He will provide salvation through the forgiveness of their sins

Knowing these facts about John’s future, how do you think it affected how Elizabeth and Zechariah raised their son?

· related to him the events surrounding his birth

· followed closely the admonition of Deut. 6:6, 7   These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.
· reminded them of his cousin, Jesus

· trained him in godly principles
What can parents learn from Zechariah about passing on faith to their children?

· be aware of the fact that God has a holy purpose for every child

· pray for more than just their protection in the evil world around them

· pray they will be a powerful force for the Kingdom of God in the world around them

· pray they will be strong Christians

· pray they will influence others around them to know and love Jesus

· model the life of a purposeful and credible Christian before children, grandchildren

Why is it important for children to hear from their parents what God’s place ought to be in their lives?

· children learn their values from the environment of their home

· they will value Christian principles if they see them lived day by day in the home

· this is God’s plan for families

· the home becomes a haven from the influence of the world where they get an ungodly, a worldly mindset

John was to prepare the way for Jesus ministry.  Who helped prepare the way for you to come to Christ?

· parent

· SS teacher, youth worker

· camp counselor

· a friend

Who is there within your circle of influence can for whom you prepare the way to Christ?

· co-workers

· neighbors

· other parents whose kids are on same sports teams as yours

3.3 God Save s Us for Peace
Listen for what Zechariah says about the Messiah.
Luke 1:78-79 (NIV) because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven [79] to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace."  

What has John said here (and in previous verses) about the Messiah?
· a redeemer

· a horn of salvation

· the rising sun will come to us from heaven

· will shine on those in darkness

· will guide our feet into the path of peace

Think about the role that this one old man played in God's redemptive plan.

· he was faithful in obedience and service

· God gave to him and his wife the responsibility of raising a son that would play an important role in Jesus’ earthly ministry

· he communicated  to others by the words in this passage what God was doing

What is God doing today to bring the knowledge of salvation to people?  What role are we to play in God's redemptive plan?

· we are to prepare the way

· we are to bring the knowledge of salvation to unbelievers

· God's Word is to be preached, communicated

· The Gospel message is to be told to everyone, everywhere

· we have the Great Commission – “As you are going to the whole world, teach the Good news, baptize, make disciples”

Verse 79 mentions people “living in darkness.”  What kinds of darkness are people struggling with today?

· ignorance

· corruption

· poverty

· substance abuse

· bitterness

· loneliness

· hopelessness

How does Christ bring light and peace to these kinds of life issues?

· the Good News, the Gospel is Light

· darkness symbolizes sin … Jesus forgives, removes sin from lives

· we can be at peace with God (through the forgiveness of sins), at peace with ourselves and peace with one another
· we can be at peace in the midst of non peaceful situations

· we can have assurance that God is at work, God is in control

4. Application
4.1 God calls us to communicate the good news of God’s marvelous gift of salvation in Christ
· Zechariah communicated in his song or doxology

· John, his son, communicated it, preparing the way for Jesus ministry

· We can personally share with others and be a part of the world wide spread of the gospel through prayer and giving

4.2 Zechariah and Elizabeth were given a strategic role in God’s plan of salvation
· We too can have a strategic role in the lives of our children and grandchildren

· Teach them both by word and by example

· Pray that they will be “light” and “salt” to the world, both as children and as adults
4.3 In a broken and dark world, faith in Christ allows believers to live in peace
· People around you are struggling with issues of darkness and turmoil in their lives

· Communicate to them Jesus, the “Light of Life”

· Share with them the peace that God has given you
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