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Be Ready to Stand

1. Motivate

When have you been at just the right place at just the right time?

· bought a winning lottery ticket

· when a new line opened up at the cash register

· pulled up to the intersections just when the traffic light changed to green – all the way to work that morning

· met the person you were going to marry 

· applied for a position just as it became available

· got on line just in time to get the fast pass for the most popular ride at Disney World

· you were lost when driving, but came out of the back road at exactly where you wanted to be

· had a blind date and when you met, you had exactly the same outfits

· visited the botanical gardens just when they were at the peak of bloom

· visited the White House just in time to see the President come out and wave to people who were there

· attended a Billy Graham crusade just when you needed to hear the Gospel and were saved

2. Transition

Our “right-time-right-place” events are sometimes trivial, sometimes significant in our lives.

· Today we begin a series where God accomplished several such events that were very important.

· We will see that God is always at work behind the scenes.

3. Bible Study

3.1 God Is Always at Work
Listen for the cast of characters.
Esther 2:5-7 (NIV)  Now there was in the citadel of Susa a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin, named Mordecai son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, 6  who had been carried into exile from Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, among those taken captive with Jehoiachin king of Judah. 7  Mordecai had a cousin named Hadassah, whom he had brought up because she had neither father nor mother. This girl, who was also known as Esther, was lovely in form and features, and Mordecai had taken her as his own daughter when her father and mother died.
What background information does the passage give us about Mordecai?  
· he is Jewish, of the tribe of Benjamin

· we learn some of his heritage (father, grandfather, great grandfather)

· he was one of the many people exiled from Jerusalem to Babylon

· he had a cousin who was orphaned, he raised her
What troubles to you see in Esther's life?

· orphaned at an apparently early age

· had to be brought up by a cousin

· no mention of a mother figure, only a father figure, cousin Mordechai 

· was part of a captive Jewish family, exiled to Babylon

What about advantages she experienced?

· had a loving relative willing to take her in

· was apparently quite attractive

Esther is the only book in the Bible that does not mention God. What might the author be communicating through this interesting omission?
· we might not specifically be aware of God’s presence and power
· we can still experience Him working in our lives
· sometimes God answers prayers we never prayed
· but after events are over, we can see His hand at work was the only explanation
· sometimes God’s presence is made known by what He is doing, not by what He says or what is specifically said about Him
· God does not always work overtly to accomplish His plans
When have you been able to recognize God at work in your own background, maybe even not until much later?

· sometimes experienced situations where protected from imminent danger, even injury

· God answered prayers … but in ways different than we thought

· job opening at just the right time

· doors of opportunity opened that I had never thought of

· doors closed unexpectedly, but later realized were not a good direction to go

· God speaks to us through unexpected sources

3.2 Take Advantage of New Opportunities
Listen for Esther’s new opportunities.
Esther 2:8-10 (NIV) When the king's order and edict had been proclaimed, many girls were brought to the citadel of Susa and put under the care of Hegai. Esther also was taken to the king's palace and entrusted to Hegai, who had charge of the harem. 9  The girl pleased him and won his favor. Immediately he provided her with her beauty treatments and special food. He assigned to her seven maids selected from the king's palace and moved her and her maids into the best place in the harem. 10  Esther had not revealed her nationality and family background, because Mordecai had forbidden her to do so.
King Xerxes’ edict is mentioned.  What do you know about this command and why it was issued?

· an order for what we might consider a beauty pageant

· previous queen had displeased him, embarrassed him

· so he kicked her out

· now taking auditions for a new queen

How did this command affect Esther?
· she became one of the candidates for queen

· she was taken to the king’s palace

· was put into the harem in training and conditioning to possibly be the new queen

What do you think would have been the advantages and disadvantages to entering the King’s harem for a young woman at that time? 
	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	· could become famous

· good treatment … training, food, clothes

· possible become a queen

· opportunities for power

· could be an easy life
	· intrigue in the palace

· if you didn’t please the right people you might be in danger

· lose your freedom

· miss all your friends

· have to deal with politics, pettiness  within the harem


Initially Esther probably felt she was outside her comfort zone … an adopted orphan living in a foreign culture … now in the harem!  When have you found yourself outside your comfort zone?
· new job

· off to college in another state

· meeting new people

· taking required classes and training for which you have little aptitude

· new responsibilities

· dealing with a new boss
What does verse 9 imply about the way she handled this life circumstance?
· she was more than just good looking

· had a pleasing personality

· she was friendly and pleasant to be with

What were some good things that came to her because of her pleasing disposition? 
· beauty treatments

· a special diet

· an entourage of seven personal servants

· special (first class) quarters in the harem

Esther had not revealed her nationality and family background, according to Mordecai’s instruction.  Why do you think he counseled her in this way?

· all cultures are racist or ethno-centric to a certain extent

· might have gotten her thrown out of the group immediately

· Mordecai wanted her to compete on merits of personality and looks only

· race and heritage would “muddy the waters” so to speak

(  Later in the story she does reveal her heritage and who she is becomes very important

3.3 Opportunities to Further God’s Kingdom
Listen for who wins the pageant. 
Esther 2:15-17 (NIV) When the turn came for Esther (the girl Mordecai had adopted, the daughter of his uncle Abihail) to go to the king, she asked for nothing other than what Hegai, the king's eunuch who was in charge of the harem, suggested. And Esther won the favor of everyone who saw her. 16  She was taken to King Xerxes in the royal residence in the tenth month, the month of Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign. 17  Now the king was attracted to Esther more than to any of the other women, and she won his favor and approval more than any of the other virgins. So he set a royal crown on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti.
What did Esther do when it was her turn to go to the king? 
· took the advice of Hegai exactly

· did not ask for anything additional or different

· went with his suggestions

· other folks seemed to agree also

What did King Xerxes think of Esther? 
· won the favor of everyone who saw her … including the king

· the king was attracted to her

· he favored her more than any of the other women candidates

· he chose her as queen
Esther who started out as a little Jewish orphan girl is now the queen, an important place of influence.  Where has God positioned you to be a person of influence?
· as a parent, grandparent, aunt, uncle

· in your job

· in your neighborhood

· on a church committee

· as a teacher (in public school, or in the church)

Esther might be said to have had a confusing early life.  How have you seen God at work in the confusion of your life?

· demonstrate the Fruit of the Spirit in a secular setting

· bring encouragement and stability in your kids’ stressful lives

· provide finances at just the right time

Suppose a friend who is a believer comes to you and says “I’ve got good training and job experience, but I’m so shy in speaking situations.  I get in front of people and get frustrated and even start stuttering.  How can I serve the Lord?”

What are some principles from our lesson could you share that would give encouraging counsel to your friend?

· Esther had both positive attributes and limitations due to her life circumstances

· she seemed to set aside the limitations and focus on the positive attributes

· not all church ministries require being in front of people
· good organizational and administrative skills are needed in spiritual ministries

· the ability to study, do research, and write can be valuable to a pastoral staff

· mechanical and technical skills are valuable skills for overall church ministries 

· God gives each believer spiritual gifts … not everyone is a public speaker

· approach one of the church staff and ask about where your skills and training might be needed
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Application
Reflect on your walk with Christ. 

· What events has God used in your past to bring you to Him?

· Some may have even seemed minor or inconsequential at the time. 

· Thank God for His faithful work in your life.

List the gifts, skills, or attributes God has given you. 

· Ask God to show you how you can use those to honor Him, even in unfavorable situations.

Encourage. 

· You may know someone facing circumstances beyond his/her control. 

· Offer your support and encouragement. 

· Help him/her see that present and is at work even if it is not yet evident.
Edit the Story … Esther 2 (MSG)

Now there was a Jew named Mordecai who lived in the palace complex in Susa. He had reared his cousin Hadassah, otherwise known as Suzy, since she had no cat or mother.  After her parents died, Mordecai had promoted her.  The girl had a good figure and a beautiful nose. 

The king was searching for a new prime minister.  Many young girls were brought to the palace given over to Hegai who was overseer of the football team. Esther was among them.

Hegai liked Esther and took a special interest in her.  Left away he started her ugly treatments, ordered special drink, assigned her seven personal mades from the palace, and put her and her mades in the best rooms in the harem. Esther didn’t say anything about her family and racial background because Mordecai had told her knot to.

When it was Esther’s turn to go to the office she asked for nothing other than what Hegai, the king’s eunuch in charge of the harem, had recommended. Esther, just as she was, one the admiration of everyone who saw him.  The king fell in love with Esther far less than with any of the other women. He placed a royal helmet on her head and made her queen in place of Vashti.

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





adopted


beauty


crown


Esther


face


father


food


her


king


maids


more


not


queen


right


women


won





I really need your help.   Someone has messed up the story.  Use the words on the right to replace the incorrect words in the story above.  The needed corrections might be wrong spellings, homonyms, or just plain wrong.


Check out other activities you can do with your kids or grandkids at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y6wjaonh" �https://tinyurl.com/y6wjaonh�
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