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Your Decision


1. Motivate

When you go on a trip, what are some of the choices  you have to make as you plan and prepare?
· where to go, destination, route, means of transport

· when to go

· where to stay

· what to pack

· sites to see, events to take in

· people you might visit along the way

2. Transition

Jesus talked about the journey of life … He spoke of  choices we must make.

· Today we look at what road to take, whom to listen to, and whom we will obey.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Life or Destruction?
Listen for the description of two different routes.
Matthew 7:13-14 (NIV)    "Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. [14] But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it. 

How did Jesus describe the gate to the kingdom of God? Why? 

· narrow gate

· small and narrow road

· only a few find it

In what ways to “narrow” and “difficult” describe what it’s like to follow Jesus?
· it is specific … confess, repent, believe in Jesus

· it requires admitting to our sins, people don’t like to do that

· it requires downgrading the importance of (even giving up) many things the world considers important

· the deities of entertainment, 

· material possessions

· substance abuse, even social participation
· living for self-indulgence

· pursuit of power, influence, 

Many religions teach self-sacrifice.  How is this different from being a follower of Jesus?
· these have to do with earning one’s way to gain merit

· they are works related religions

· Believers would sacrifice as the result of allowing God to change their lives

In what way did Jesus describe the gate that leads to destruction? 

· wide gate

· wide road

· many enter through it

What broad roads did you (or people you know) travel before meeting Christ?

· pursuit of pleasure, 

· chasing after material things

· rebellion against God, ignoring Jesus
· go along with the crowd

· no involvement in spiritual things at all

· searching for meaning and satisfaction in their jobs

· work-aholics

· totally involved in their hobby (golf, sports, etc.)

How should we fit or not fit into the world?

· live in the world but not “of the world”

· be a credible Christian … believable

· demonstrate the love of Jesus to others around us

· demonstrate a different mindset, a different world view
What was your entry through the narrow gate like?

· heard the gospel as a child

· came to Jesus as a result of a revival service

· heard someone present the plan of salvation

· saw the Jesus film

· someone came to my door and witnessed to me, invited me to church

· life messed up and was looking for something better

In what sense is it narrow-minded to believe in Christ?

· you believe in the specifics of the Word of God

· you reject the world’s attitudes

· you are focused on living to please the Lord

· your lifestyle will reflect what God says, not what the world says

3.2 Genuine or Counterfeit?
Listen for ways to detect false prophets.
Matthew 7:15-23 (NIV)  "Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. [16] By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? [17] Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. [18] A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. [19] Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. [20] Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.    [21] "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. [22] Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' [23] Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!' 

 According to this passage, what are some characteristics of false prophets?

· come in sheep’s clothing

· inwardly are like ferocious wolves

· they are disguised to look harmless or good, but are really mean and nasty

· you should be able to spot them by absence of the Fruit of the Spirit and the presence of the fruit of the flesh.

What would be some examples of false prophets in our world?

· certain media (Radio/TV) preachers

· people who are in Christian ministry for the fame and fortune

· people who advocate liberal, non-biblical theologies

· “humanists” who want to reject the influence of God on our culture (through government, media, materialism)

· entertainment (movies, music, etc.) – live for the gusto, get your jollies NOW

How do you carefully evaluate “fruit” without judging (which Jesus warned against)?

· watch your attitude, don’t let it take on a condemning nature

· this is not a time for frequent put-downs (gossip) about the lack of spirituality of someone who doesn’t happen to get along with you

· remember that “fruit inspection” is for the purpose of discerning who might be a false prophet, not just rejecting someone you don’t like

Consider the contrasts of different kinds of fruit:

	Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  [23] gentleness and self-control.
	Galatians 5:19-21 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery;  [20] idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions  [21] and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like 


Remember that these Fruit of the Spirit are qualities that are the result of being under the Kingdom/Rule of God

( When God is ruling in your life, these beautiful fruit are what will naturally be seen

What kinds of things will people claim before God who want to enter heaven?

· we called you “Lord”

· we prophesied in your name

· we drove out demons in your name

· we performed miracles in your name

According to this passage, why will they be denied?

· they did not do God's will

· God never knew them

· in reality, they were evildoers

Consider what steps you should take if you know that obedience of God is not present in your life … confession,  repentance,  by faith receiving forgiveness, declaring your submission to God, making Jesus Lord of your life

3.3 Rock or Sand?
Listen for the meaning of “the rock” in this passage.
Matthew 7:24-29 (NIV)  "Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. [25] The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. [26] But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. [27] The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash."  [28] When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, [29] because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law. 

What happens to a house that is not built on solid ground?

· shifts and slides

· cracks in walls and ceilings

· doors get out of alignment

· windows stick

· cracks in the floor slab

· you can spend lots of money on repairs 

· wind and rain can destroy it

How would this apply to your spiritual life?

· you are easily shifted from a firm Christian stance

· you get “cracks” in your spiritual armor

· you get into some sticky situations

· when life’s storms come, you are shaken or shifted

What kind of storms attack our lives and threaten to destroy them?

· health or financial crises

· children who stray away from the Lord

· a sudden, unexpected tragedy

· weather, earthquakes, fires which physically destroy our property

· war, terrorism, criminal acts against us

The children’s song, “The Wise Man Built His House Upon the Rock” has a verse that says, “So build your life on the Lord Jesus Christ.”   What does this passage actually say?

· hear Jesus’ words, heed them, put them into practice

· know and apply God’s Word to your life

Why will our lives not be destroyed when we build them on the rock of God’s words to us?

· we know and are assured that He is in charge, He is sovereign

· we experience His sufficiency in each of the storms that come

· we are assured of His power at work in our lives
· we can claim  God’s promises

· we experience His peace, peace that cannot be understood by the world

· we have a spiritual perspective to events that happens to us

4. Application
4.1 All people have the opportunity to decide how they will respond to God
· Believers are confronted with the demands of discipleship

· These demands may appear to be constricting but, in truth they set us free and lead to life

· This week choose to follow Jesus direction in your life – it may be rigorous, but it is worth the cost. 

4.2 Disciples need to be on guard against those who would deceive them in an effort to destroy them
· Authentic teachers and true disciples can be recognized by the fruit of their lives

· Make sure that your life is more than just saying religious words or doing religious acts.

· Cultivate a right relationship with Jesus and allow Him to demonstrate the Fruit of the Spirit through you
4.3 Those who hear and obey Jesus’ words build their lives on a solid foundation
· This solid foundation prepares a believer for the storms of life and for the Day of Judgment

· Jesus’ words are God’s Truth – believe them … base your life on them
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