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Yahweh Our God

1. Motivate

What did the elderly preacher mean when he said, “Understanding God is like trying to unscrew the inscrutable.” ?
· God is beyond our understanding

· we think we can figure Him out, but then we realize we don’t

· we search and think and meditate about God, but don’t get as far as we might wish

· sometimes we think we’re pretty smart about knowing God, but we have to admit we’re not

· how can you understand Someone who is infinite in wisdom and power?

2. Transition

Still we are able to grasp enough about God to trust Him and follow Him

Today ( We start a study to learn more about God through the names He is given in the Bible

3. Bible Study

3.1 Yahweh Promises
Listen for promises God reaffirms.
Exodus 6:3-8 (NIV)   I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob as God Almighty, but by my name the Lord (JEHOVAH)  I did not make myself known to them. [4] I also established my covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, where they lived as aliens. [5] Moreover, I have heard the groaning of the Israelites, whom the Egyptians are enslaving, and I have remembered my covenant.  [6] "Therefore, say to the Israelites: 'I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment. [7] I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. [8] And I will bring you to the land I swore with uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob. I will give it to you as a possession. I am the LORD.' " 

How did God describe the relationship that He had with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob?

· appeared to them

· made Himself known to them in a limited way

· established a covenant with them

· promised to give them the land of Canaan
What names does God use to describe Himself here?

· Jehovah (The God Who IS … in contrast to “those who aren’t”)

· God Almighty

· The Lord

· your God

· when you see “LORD”, you should realize it is translating “Yahweh” or “Jehovah”

When you hear the name “Abraham Lincoln” what character traits do you think of?

· Honest Abe

· the Emancipator

· worked hard to reunite the country

· looks sad in pictures

· endured much hardship

( A name is more than a label … it comes to represent character, tendencies, passions

What are some character traits of Jehovah, of God?

· holy

· righteous/just

· omnipresent, omnipotent, omniscient

· eternal

· loving, gracious, merciful

Why do you think it is important that God revealed His name to humanity?

· shows He wants a personal relationship with us

· shows He wants us to realize that He can be known – 

· this shoots down the agnostics who hold that “the existence of the ultimate cause, as God, and the essential nature of things are unknown and unknowable”   http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/agnostic
· it is an invitation to get to know Him

What statements is God making here to the Israelites in Egypt

· I have heard your groaning, your cries for help in your status as slaves

· I will free you from slavery

· I will redeem you, buy you out of slavery and make you free

· I will do this in acts of power you will see

· you will know it is me that has done it

· you will be my people, I will be your God

· I will take you to that land of promise 

What promises made  to the Israelites seems most exciting to you?  Why?

	Promise
	Why exciting?

	free from slavery, redeem
	this was the problem that was uppermost on their minds, it resonates with us today, freedom from slavery to sin

	do acts of power
	then they would know it was God who did it – same thing today, God works in powerful ways and we know He did it

	you will be my people, I will be your God
	to have a person to person relationship with the God who created the universe, who works today saving and renewing people’s lives … its better than shaking hands with some important person or hero in our culture!!


3.2 Yahweh Keeps His Promises
Listen for more words that describe the nature of God.
Exodus 15:1-3 (NIV) Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord: "I will sing to the Lord, for he is highly exalted. The horse and its rider he has hurled into the sea. [2] The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. He is my God, and I will praise him, my father's God, and I will exalt him. [3] The Lord is a warrior; the Lord is his name.  
What happened that prompted the Israelites to sing this song of praise?

· their victory over the Egyptians

· their escape from Egyptian slavery

· the powerful way in which God had rescued them

They declared that the Lord is “highly exalted.”  That means to elevate, raise the rank, honor,  power, and character.  For what reasons can you highly exalt God today?

· salvation

· answers to prayers

· changing your life

· enabling you to live in spiritual victory

· daily provisions – big and little

· seeing God at work in your family

What words do you see in the passage that elaborate on God’s nature?

· God is my strength

· God is my song

· He has become my salvation

· He is my God

· He is a warrior

· Jehovah is His name … “The God Who IS”   (all others are non-gods, they do not exist)
 We can exalt or put down God in the way we treat people I our work, in our attitudes and actions.  List some examples.
	Exalt God in attitudes and actions
	Put God down in attitudes and actions

	· constantly on the lookout for God’s handwork around us

· quick to thank the Lord for His blessings

· quick to trust the Lord and go to Him when facing problems

· ready to tell others how God is at work in our lives
	· casual about spiritual things

· habitually complaining

· whining about our problems

· forget to thank God for blessings

· bad mouth others

· blame God when things go bad


3.3 Yahweh Stands Alone
Who in today’s society are considered to be “above all others” in areas such as sports, entertainment, intelligence, in beauty?

· football quarterbacks, baseball pitchers, homerun hitters

· winners of American Idol, people who sell millions of albums, late night TV hosts

· Nobel prize winners, some politicians

· famous models and movie stars

Note that some of these are acclaimed not because they are necessarily the best, but because they are the most popular.

Listen for words and phrases which describe God as the best.

Exodus 15:11-13 (NIV) "Who among the gods is like you, O Lord? Who is like you-- majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders? [12] You stretched out your right hand and the earth swallowed them. [13] "In your unfailing love you will lead the people you have redeemed. In your strength you will guide them to your holy dwelling.  
What question is asked twice?

· Who among the Gods is like You?

· Who is like you?

The only answer to the question is “No one!”  

So what are qualities about God listed here?

· majestic in holiness

· awesome in glory

· working wonders

· God “swallows” others who claim deity
· unfailing love

· leads people He has redeemed

· acts in strength

· guides His people to His holy dwelling, His presence

So if we claim there is no one and nothing like God, how should that make a difference in our attitudes and actions, in the way we live our daily lives?

· He is number one, He is the priority in our lives

· we are in such awe of God that we desire to please Him

· we desire to declare His worth … we desire to worship Him

· His preferences become our preferences

· we don’t go in pursuit of people or things that would be more important

· we talk to Him, listen to Him

· we talk about Him to others

· we use our resources to further His Kingdom, His rule in this world

4. Application
4.1 The Lord desires to make Himself known … for us to know Him personally
· He promises to care for His people … faithfully … with love … with power

· This week seek to know Him better … talk to Him … read his messages to you

4.2 The Lord keeps His promises
· What promises can you claim during this holiday season

· Be sure to praise Him when those promises are kept

· Depend on God to be your strength, your song, your salvation … every day
4.3 There is no one and nothing like Jehovah, our Lord
· Don’t even try to put other things or other  people to be more important than He

· He alone is worthy of our worship

· Worship Him today … declare your awe of Him
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