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Yahweh Our Father

1. Motivate

What are some characteristics and behaviors of a “good father?”
· patient, kind, loving

· good provider

· faithful spouse

· encouraging, affirming to family

· teaches good habits to children

· does not spoil children, neither is he miserly 

2. Transition

Today we look at God as our Father … 

· not all fathers demonstrate qualities that God shows … but …

· all fathers would do well to emulate God’s actions and attitudes towards their families
3. Bible Study

3.1 Yahweh Gives Undeserved Love
What are some of the things people do for their children as they are growing up?

· feed them

· clothe them

· provide a “roof over their heads”

· train them to do things – to swing on a playground swing, ride a bicycle, catch a ball
· teach them life skills – daily chores, getting along with people, good manners

· help them keep on task for school activities

· cheer them on when they play sports

Why do parents do these things … because the children earn them or deserve them?

· out of love

· out of responsibility

The psalmist talks about what God, his Heavenly Father did for him.

Listen for benefits for which the psalmist was thankful.
Psalm 103:2-6 (NIV) Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits-- [3] who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, [4] who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion, [5] who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. [6] The Lord works righteousness and justice for all the oppressed. 
What fatherly qualities appear in these verses? 

· forgives all sins

· heals all diseases

· redeems your life from the pit

· crowns you with love and compassion

· satisfies your desires with good things

· your youth is renewed like the eagle’s

· works righteousness and justice

Which of these qualities are actions only God can do?

· forgive sins

· heal diseases

· redeem

We don’t deserve these things … so why does God do them?

· He loves us – even though we are not always loveable

· It is His nature to do these loving things

· He created us to have fellowship with Him 

· He works in our lives to make this happen

How does noticing these regular actions of God help you relate to Him as your Father?

· gives you a point of reference

· someone who is in charge and brings blessings  … 

· which is what a father is supposed to do

· all the good things you might wish for in a parent

· God is this and more
How do these realities about God help you feel renewed?

· when you are down, God gives encouragement

· when you are worn out, God gives strength

· when you feel guilty, God provides forgiveness

· when you are confused, God gives direction

· when you feel oppressed by situations or by people, God gives justice 
Why are God’s benefits unforgettable?
· they are so undeserved

· they are such potent demonstrations of God’s power, love,  and authority

So why do we  sometimes forget them anyway?

· we take them for granted

· we are too busy to think about God’s role in the blessings we have

How can we keep these benefits at the forefront of our memory?

· make it a habit to praise the Lord

· practice thanking the Lord daily

· actively look for ways in which God has accomplished good things all around you

3.2 Yahweh Displays Unequaled Love
Listen for how God’s love is applied to our lives.

Psalm 103:8-12 (NIV) The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. [9] He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; [10] he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. [11] For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; [12] as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 
According to these verses, how does the Lord respond to the sinfulness of people? 

· compassion

· grace

· love

· slow to anger

· mercy

· does not harbor his anger forever

What are the dangers of being quick to anger?

· don’t look at the whole picture

· end up doing something you regret later

· cause harm to others that is unwarranted 

· anger escalates and comes back at you

What are the dangers of ignoring anger altogether?

· sometimes we need the confrontation of God’s anger against our sin

· we need to realize the harmfulness, the hurt, the destructiveness of sin
· sin hurts others and hurts ourselves … no such thing as victimless sin
· well expressed anger can actually be a demonstration of love … to move people away from their wrong attitudes and behavior

· God faithfully loves us back into right behavior … sometimes through exposure to His anger against sin

Think about the highest place you’ve ever stood … a tall building, a mountain or hill, even on an airplane.  Thinking about verse 11, how could your perspective from that height teach you about the nature of God’s faithful love.

· it is all encompassing

· it covers a lot of ground

· He can see everything, yet He still loves us

· It gives a different perspective … the big picture

Verse 12 speaks of how far God removes our transgressions.  Why is this important?
· gives us a sense of how God wants to change our lives

· it’s like a “sin-ectomy”   … our sinful condition is totally removed

Then what is our role in this process?
·  repentance, confession

· faith in God’s promised forgiveness

· trusting Him to continue in a life free from the slavery to sin
3.3 Yahweh Extends Unceasing Love
Listen for the image David uses to convey God’s relationship to His people.
Psalm 103:13 (NIV) As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him;  …  [17] But from everlasting to everlasting the Lord's love is with those who fear him, and his righteousness with their children's children-- [18] with those who keep his covenant and remember to obey his precepts. 
How is God’s love and forgiveness depicted? 

· compassion like a loving father

· compassion for those who are in awe of Him, those who revere Him

To whom does the Lord give His blessings?

· those who fear Him, those in awe, those who revere Him

· children and grandchildren of those who fear Him

· those who keep His covenant

· obedience to His precepts

What does it mean to fear God?  What does it not mean?

	What does it mean?
	What does it not mean?

	· awe

· reverence

· totally impressed

· you have a hard time understanding His love, His power, His authority
	· scared

· you obey else you get clobbered

· you see God as an angry deity, 

· He is ready to smack down any demonstration of disobedience


What does this passage say to you about our vital role in our grandchildren’s lives?
· God’s love is extended to the grandchildren of those who fear Him

How do you think this happens, even though each person in each generation decides for him/herself?

· children and grandchildren see the way we live our lives

· they emulate what they see modeled 

· the see the benefits of fearing, trusting, obeying God

· they learn to trust and obey by observing our daily walking with God

How can we specifically demonstrate a fear of the Lord on a daily basis so that our children and grandchildren see this?

· learn more about God … read His Word

· purposefully be on the lookout for God’s handiwork all around you  … each day

· talk to God each day … tell Him of your adoration

· tell Him your desire to make good choices … to do the right thing … to obey Him

· ask God’s guidance on decisions you make … from little things, to big things

· talk with family about your awe of God and His workings

4. Application
4.1 You should praise the Lord for all the great things He has done for you … even though Thanksgiving is over.
· The blessings of forgiveness, healing and life itself come to us from God

· This week be assured that He loves you … He is good, righteous, just … all the time!

4.2 Jehovah acts in love toward His people … beyond what we deserve!
· God’s faithful love is great – it is incomparable

· His unmerited forgiveness is an expression of His great love for us

· Reflect that kind of forgiveness in your relationships with others this week
4.3 God is like a father in His compassion to His children
· Reverential awe of God includes knowing and doing His commandments

· Choose to fear God and keep His commandments
· Demonstrate reverential awe of God before your children and grandchildren
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