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Unstoppable Impact

1. Motivate

What do you enjoy the most about different cultures?

· food

· celebrations

· costumes, style of dress

· climate

· the markets

· the history of the setting

· learning to know individuals personally

2. Transition

The Gospel of Jesus Christ can impact any culture.
· Today we look at Paul’s encounter with Greek philosophers

· He finds a way to bring Good News to an entirely new group of people

3. Bible Study

3.1 Engagement
Listen for where Paul preached.
Acts 17:16-18 (NIV)  While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that the city was full of idols. 17  So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the God-fearing Greeks, as well as in the marketplace day by day with those who happened to be there. 18  A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to dispute with him. Some of them asked, "What is this babbler trying to say?" Others remarked, "He seems to be advocating foreign gods." They said this because Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and the resurrection.
What distressed Paul about Athens?  
· city was full of idols

· lots of different religious activity

· lack of Truth about Jesus
Where did Paul present his message to the diverse listeners? 

· in the synagogue

· with Jews

· with God fearing Greeks

· in marketplace

· with local philosophers

How did the philosophers react to Paul’s ideas? 

· they disputed with him

· called him a babbler (seed picker)

· claimed he was advocating foreign deities 

· did not understand, did not want to accept concept of the resurrection
What diversity among people do you see in our community?
· Hispanic

· African-Americans

· Asians

· mixed race families

· variety of religious groups

· range of socio-economic groups (poor, middle-class, blue-color, professional, etc.)

· differing political philosophies
In what ways is our culture similar and different from the one Paul visited in Athens?
	Similar
	Different

	· diversity of races

· variety of religious affiliations

· (or no religion)

· different levels of education
	· modern communications

· social media

· substance abuse

· homelessness 


Note the background of the two philosophical groups Paul interacted with …

· Epicureans – pursuit of pleasure and materialism

· Stoics – pursue human reason and self-sufficiency

What are examples of how these philosophies are present in today’s culture?

· entertainment industry

· desire to buy more stuff

· get latest gadgets

· litigious mentality (sue anybody for anything where you can make a buck)

· liberal thinkers in universities

· “you can be anything you set your mind to be” attitude

· substance abuse

How are these world-views in opposition to biblical values and the Gospel message?

· not dependent on God

· seek fulfillment in pleasure, not in a relationship with God

· humanistic attitude … don’t need God, man is his own deity

· atheistic or agnostic mentalities

What made Paul well-suited to presenting the gospel to the Athenians?
· trained philosopher

· well-traveled

· personal experience with Jesus

· even though he was a very religious Jew, he grew up outside of Palestine
3.2 Common Ground
Listen for Paul’s connection.
Acts 17:22-28 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: "Men of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious.  [23] For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you.  [24] "The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands.  [25] And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else.  [26] From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live.  [27] God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us.  [28] 'For in him we live and move and have our being.' As some of your own poets have said, 'We are his offspring.'
 How did Paul address the intellectual pagans?  
· I see you are religious … very religious

· I note all the different objects of worship … temples, idols, altars

· even noted an altar to an “Unknown God” – you must have wanted to make sure you got all the deities … didn’t want to skip one you didn’t know about

What are some things Paul said that demonstrate techniques and important concepts his bold witness?

· complemented them … “ I see you are very religious”

· he identified with the listener

· found a unique altar “TO AN UNKNOWN GOD"

· Focused on spiritual things

· used that specific item within their culture of idolatry to make the connection to the One, True God

· went on to make the contrast of God with human created idols – this God is The Creator

· Distinguish between true and false ideas about God

· This God is not dependent on human ministrations (offerings, sacrifices)

· This God is interested in having a relationship with men

· Paul quotes some of their Greek poets – some of your great thinkers were on track when they said … used familiar quotes to make a point

· 'For in him we live and move and have our being.'

· 'We are his offspring.'

· We will see in the next passage that he goes on to point them to Jesus

· There we also see him guide them towards repentance and faith

Why would Paul tell us that Americans are very religious, but still lost?

· lots of people do religious things

· there are lots of churches

· we also “worship” lots of things (sports, hobbies, entertainment stars, material things)

· we worship the wrong things – people are lost because they do not know Jesus Christ as savior
How should we be flexible in our approach to evangelism?
· express God’s Truth in the context of who you are talking with

· relate what you have to present with who the people are, how they think

· look for things in their culture that may line up with the Gospel message

· read about this in the missionary story called “Peace Child”  see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don_Richardson_(missionary) 
3.3 Call for Repentance
Listen for the challenge.
Acts 17:30-31 (NIV)  In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. 31  For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead."
What three facts about repentance are in verse 30?

· God commands people to repent

· This command is for all men everywhere

· The command is effective now

Here we see the urgency of the missionary task

· life is short and uncertain

· people need to respond to the Good News when they can

· Christians need to take that Good News to all people while there is yet time

In what ways do unsaved people today seek to have their spiritual cravings satisfied?

· they watch Dr. Phil 

· reading great philosophers

· substance abuse – an escape from life, a need to experience full satisfaction

· meditation

· pursuit of entertainment

Paul used Athenian culture and ideas to help them see Truth.  What are some ways this could happen in our culture?

· use movie clips to make a point about spiritual needs

· use holiday church presentations to invite people – even those from other cultures

· share personal testimony of how God helped you through tragedies (personal, natural)

· share a book like “40 Days of Purpose”  with someone who seems to be searching

· invite friends to Christian musical events (contemporary groups, Southern Gospel, classic presentations)

Paul had mixed results from this ministry.  How should we react when others don’t take us or what we say seriously?

· keep praying for them

· for the time being, agree to disagree

· keep up the friendships

· be quick to help them in their times of need – your kindness preaches more than your arguments
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Application
Learn about the different cultures of people in your community. 

· Ask about their customs, heritage, and beliefs. 

· Attend an ethnic festival or performance. 

· Become a student of their culture in an effort to start discussions.

If you have a relationship with someone of a different culture, 

· Take your conversation to the next level. 

· Use what you know about them and their worldview to explain how God provided a way to meet their deepest need through Jesus.

Commit 

· To participate in missions this year 

· Either internationally or with a different cultural group in the U.S.A.
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Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Across


2. Paul was called a _?_ by the philosophers


6. Epicurean and _?_ philosophers


7. God will _?_ the world with justice


8. the city Paul was waiting in


9. God gave _?_ by raising Jesus from the dead


11. God does not live in a temple built with _?_


12. Paul found an altar to the _?_ god





Down


1. Paul was preaching the Good News about _?_


2. in God we live and move and have our _?_


3. God commands all people everywhere to _?_


4. the city was full of _?_


5. I see that in every way you are very _?_


10. Paul talked with people in Synagogues and the _?_
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