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Tradition or God’s Word

1. Motivate

What are some of your favorite traditions surrounding Christmas?
· fondue on the night we put up the tree

· got to open one present Christmas Eve (of parents’ choosing), but had to wait until Christmas morning for the rest

· youngest child got to be boosted up to put the star at the top of the tree

· each year buy or create a unique ornament that commemorates that year
· new pajamas each Christmas eve

· each Christmas eve, whole family (3 generations) went to a certain restaurant (until half of us got sick one year … all the males in the group)

· mark the heights of all the grandkids on a closet wall each Christmas to see how much they grew

2. Transition

Traditions can be good … they create good memories

Today we look at some traditions that ended up being bad … and why!

3. Bible Study

3.1 Follow Scripture
Listen for the tradition of the elders.
Matthew 15:1-6 (NIV)   Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from Jerusalem and asked, [2] "Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? They don't wash their hands before they eat!"   [3] Jesus replied, "And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition? [4] For God said, 'Honor your father and mother' and 'Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death.' [5] But you say that if a man says to his father or mother, 'Whatever help you might otherwise have received from me is a gift devoted to God,' [6] he is not to 'honor his father' with it. Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition. 

What complaint did the Pharisees and teachers of the law level against Jesus? (15:2)

· He didn’t require the disciples to keep the tradition of the elders

· they didn’t wash their hands before they ate

What do you find in the lesson reading that was the real issue?  Why were the Pharisees so concerned about washing?
· was not hygiene 

· had to do with ceremonial law

· was to ensure being ceremonially clean

What did Jesus cite as examples of the Pharisees’ disobedience? (15:4)

· Commandments said to honor father and mother

· if you don’t, you can be put to death

· Pharisees had created a loophole

· you can avoid paying for the care of elderly parents by claiming, “the money is dedicated to God”

Why would someone place traditions over God’s commands?

· you do something often enough and it “feels” like the right thing to do

· meanwhile you ignore the true intent of God’s commands

· if it’s repeated often enough, it becomes “right” in your own mind

· in the case Jesus cited, it became a “legal” way to avoid the real commandment

What are some ways in which we are like the Pharisees and hold to traditions?

· what is it OK to do on Sunday – sports, rowdy games, swimming?

· what is the right way to dress when you come to church (coat and tie? skirt length below the knee?  shorts?!!)

· what is proper music for a Sunday morning worship service

· should you do a public prayer with “thee” and “thou” when addressing God

· the King James is the only version that should be used (it was good enough for Paul!)

· what amusements are OK for Christians … movies, roller skating, dancing (if so, what kind), bowling, …?

· the choir must wear robes

· Sunday school classes must meet on Sunday morning

· “never chew gum in the sanctuary … it displeases God”

When we evaluate religious instructions and practices, how do we tell what comes from God and what comes from human traditions?
	From God
	From men

	· commandments

· specific scriptural teaching

· “God says …”

· principles found in scripture

· careful Biblical interpretation (use verses in context)
	· something a church specifies

· general attitude of people in a church

· generalizations of scriptural principles

· extensions of what is seen in scripture

· over emphasis of a particular doctrine

· verses used that are taken out of context


( Note … just because it is a tradition and might not be found in scripture does not make it automatically wrong.

· The problem comes when our tradition conflicts with God’s will as found in Scripture

· We’re also in trouble when a tradition prevents us from following a new direction God wants the church to take
3.2 Avoid Hypocrisy
What does it mean to be a hypocrite?

· trying to make yourself look like the real thing, but down deep you are something else

· person who pretends to have virtues, moral or religious beliefs, principles, etc., that he or she does not actually possess
· person who engages in the same behaviors he condemns others for

Listen for why Jesus accused people of hypocrisy.
Matthew 15:7-9 (NIV) You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you: [8] " 'These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. [9] They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.'"  
The Greek word for “hypocrite” means “a stage actor who plays a role.”   Basically someone who pretends to be something he/she is not.
What did Jesus say here that related to the pretending?

· they honored God with their lips, but their hearts were far away … going in the other direction

· they worshiped God in vain

· their teachings were merely rules … man’s rules

In what ways do religious people today act as hypocrites?
· look good and talk good on Sunday in church, but use foul language during the week

· have all the right answers in a Bible study, but ignore the principles taught

· carry a big Bible, but never read it

· denounce the government, but never participate in the voting process

· sing all the nice hymns in church but listen to trashy music otherwise

What is so bad about hypocrisy that Jesus would publicly reprimand the religious leaders for it?

· it is fake

· it is not a life of faith and submission to Christ as Lord

· it is a religion of deeds

· it doesn’t deal with the true issue of one’s heart … sin

How are people negatively affected spiritually by others’ hypocrisy?

· people who see through the hypocrisy want nothing to do with Christianity

· they see it as a pack of lies

· they don’t get a chance to see a credible Christian

· the hypocrite they see does not demonstrate how God changes a life from the inside

· why would they want to be like the fake they see

How do we wisely face and correct hypocrisy in our fellowship?

· for starters, get rid of it in our own lives

· confess it, repent from it

· may require public confession

· seek God for revival – let it start in our own lives

· examine traditions within our church … ask if they are scripturally based … 

3.3 Examine Your Heart
Listen for what really makes you unclean.
Matthew 15:10-11 (NIV)   Jesus called the crowd to him and said, "Listen and understand. [11] What goes into a man's mouth does not make him 'unclean,' but what comes out of his mouth, that is what makes him 'unclean.' … 17-20 "Don't you see that whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and then out of the body? [18] But the things that come out of the mouth come from the heart, and these make a man 'unclean.' [19] For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. [20] These are what make a man 'unclean'; but eating with unwashed hands does not make him 'unclean.' " 

Contrast the Pharisees’ and Jesus’ views on what makes a person spiritually unclean.

	Pharisees
	Jesus

	· whether you wash your hands a certain way before eating

· whether the food you eat was touched with unclean hands

· whether or not you obey religious rituals
	· what comes out of the heart

· your attitudes

· your innermost thoughts

· your deep motivations


We’ve already considered how Christians can get bogged down with traditions over what God really wants of us.   So how is it possible to be “religious” and yet be far from God?

· you could attend church and appear religious and still reject God

· you go through rituals that have no meaning to you, such as …

· singing hymns  

· reading the Bible 

· offering prayers

· going through certain outward actions that have no effect on who you really are or what you are really like

· the religion you practice might be false, even Satanic

What words or phrases does Jesus use to describe true defilement?

· evil thoughts

· murder

· adultery

· sexual immorality

· theft

· false testimony 

· slander

Jesus says that these proceed from the heart … how did they get there?

· our sinful flesh is one source

· Satan also tempts us with these emotions and actions

· also depends on what we fill our minds and emotions with on a daily basis

We are contrasting traditions and God’s Word … how does God’s Word truly change our lives where traditions do not?
· Scripture contains the Truth about salvation

· shows us our need

· shows us God’s plan and solution

· tells us how to be free from sin’s penalty and sin’s power

4. Application
4.1 Traditions can be good or bad
· The Bible is the standard for evaluating a tradition

· Ask God to show you if you have traditions that are not according to scripture.

· Be gracious with others who may not hold to your same traditions … especially ones that have little scriptural basis

4.2 When people claim that there are hypocrites in the church, they may be right
· All of us probably put on a bit of an act to appear spiritual

· This week look to God for the ability to not only talk the talk, but walk the walk
4.3 Sometimes folks define spirituality in terms of external religious activities
· Remember that Jesus taught that it is the human heart that is the source of sin

· The cure is a new heart that is cleansed by and ruled by Jesus

· Allow Jesus to rule your thoughts and actions
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